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Yet, blame not him, by long injustice taught 
And base ingratitude) the world to shun ; 

Kor marvel much, that where he fondly sought 
Friendship and peace, till finding one by one, 
His friends all faithless, and hiniself undone, 

He can no more in confidence repose ; 
Joyless to him, sweet bloom and summer sun ! 

His, oft a heart, tho^ bleeding with its woes. 

That pants the friend to meet, and could forgive its foes ! 

C0URTI£ft. 



Joyce Gold, Printer) Shoe ^no, 




THADDEUS 



OF 



WARSAW. 



IK FOUR VOLUMES. 



Loin d'aimer la guerre, il Tabhorre ) 
ISA triOm^haHl ii im< i) lil^plef^ 

Si eeyfeeni pr \k yieteirt i 
Si la p&ix n*0n «st p«i k fhiiti 



BY 

MISS PORTER. 



/d)aif 



THE FOURTH EDITION. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, HURST, REES, AND ORME) 

PATERNOSTER.ROW. 

1806. 



mmm 




THADDEUS of WAUSAW. 



1 1 1 1 I. - ■ I - ■ J 

* 4- •■ 



CHAP. I. ' 

J. HE count Sobieski was -Gordially re- 
ceived by bis>worthy landlady ; indeed be 
never atood in more need . of kindness. A 
slow fever^ which bad been .gradually 
creeping over him sinx:e he quitted Fobod; 
settled onhis langs ; and.ceduced him:te 
«uch weakness^ :that he possessed: neither 
strength nor apirits. to stirabroad. 

Mrs. Rpbson was greatly. distressed a.t 
this sudden and violent illness of her 
guest : ^Her own aon, the father .of the or- 
phans whom 4he protected^ died. a victtm 
to a consumption. 

Thaddeus gave hims6lf'Up> entirely to 
her management: he 'had no 'money 'for 
medical a^istanee ; and^ to 'please -her, ^h^ 
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a THADDEUS OF WARSAW, 

took what little medicines she prepared. 
According to her advice, he remained for 
several days shut up in his chamber, with 
a large fire^ his curtains drawn, and the 
shutters closed, to exclude the smallest 
portion of that air, which, the good wo- 
man thought^ had already stricken him 
with death. 

But all would not do; her patient be- 
came worse and worse. Frightened at 
the symptoms, Mrs. Robson begged leave 
to send for the apothecary who had at* 
tended her deceased son. In this in>- 
•stance only, she found the count obsti*- 
nate : no arguments, nor even her tears^ 
could move him. When she stood weep- 
ing holding his burning hand, bis answer 
was constantly of this kind : 

^* Do not, my excellent Mrs. Robson, 
grieve on my account ; I am not in the 
danger you think ; I shall do very well 
with your assistance.** 

^* No, no ; I see death in your eyes 
Can I feel this hand^ and see that hectic 

cheek. 



THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 3 

cheek, without beholding your grave, as 
it were opening before me ?" 

She was not much mistaken ; for, dur- 
ing the night after this debate, Thaddeus 
grew so delirious, that, no longer able to 
subdue her terrors, she sent for the apo- 
thecary to come instantly to her bouse. 

" O ! doctor," cried she, as the man 
ascended the stairs, " I have the best 
young gentleman ever the sun shone on, 
dying in that room ! He would not let 
me send for you j and now he is raving 
like a mad creature." 

Mr, Vincent entered the count's hum* 
ble apartment, and undrew the curtains of 
the bed.. Thaddeus, exhausted by his 
delirium, had $ank back senseless on tho 
pHlovv. Mrs. Robson, at this sight sup- 
posing him dead, uttered a shriek, which 
.w^ in a moment echoed by the cries of 
the. littl^ William, who stood near his 
grandn(iQtber. 

** Husbp iny good woman," said the 

B % doctor^ 
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xioctor, in a l6w voice; " Jhe getltlemati ib 
not dead ; leave the room 'till you huve 
recovered yourseir, and I will engage that 
you shall see him alive when you return." 

Mrs. Robson, con'sidering all "his word;^ 
as oracles, quitted the room with her 
grandson. 

Mr. Vincent on entering <he chamber, 

saw thstt the hot and stifling state of the 

•room augmented the fever of hrs^atient ; 

and, before he attempted to disturb 'him 

<from the -temporary rest of iusensrbiHty, 

he opened the' window-siiuttcrs, unclosed 

ihe Toom-door wide enough to admit the 

*air ;from the adjoining apartment, anU 

gulling ^the heavy clbthrcs dbwnfrom^thts 

^count's busotn, raised Wis head* bn 'bis 

arm, and pouted some dtbps into his 

xnoufh. Sobrcski tjpened his eyds, and 

/littered a few wild arid incoherent Wards'; 

1)ut te did not rave, he orily wandeirecl, 

and appeared to know that 'he did so;; 

for be several thnes Stopped mthe^niidst 

of 
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gC some confused speech^ and, laying hia 
band oa his forehead^ strove, to recollect 
hiiDselC 

Mrs. Robson aoon after entered, thp 
room, and poured out Her thanks to the 
apothecary, whom she regarded as alnsost 
a worJcer of miracles*. 

^^ I must bleed him, Mrs. Robson,'* 
contimied he ;. " and for that purpose 
shall go home for my assistapb and lan- 
cets : but^ in the mean whilci^ I charge 
yoa to let ev-cry thbg remain in. the state 
I have left-It. The heat alone would have 
given a {tvet to a man ia hcaltb.*' 

When the apothecary returned, be saw 
that his commands had beea atrictly 
obeyed:; and fijading that the change o£ 
aftmosphere. had wrought some altecatioa 
in hia patient, he; took his arm without 
any difHouIty, and bled him.« At the end 
of the operation Tbaddeus again fainted^ 

" Poor gentlemaa!" cried Mr. Vin- . 
ceot, binding ugv the wouad before he 
tried to. reco\;er hka : ** look here,, Tom,!* 

B 3 point- 
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pointing to the scars on his arm and 
breast ; " see what terrible cuts have been 
here 1 This has not been playing at sol- 
diers ! Who is your lodger, Mrs. Rob- 
son ?" 

" His name is Constantine, Mr. Vin- 
cent. But, for heaven's sake, restore him 
out of that, swoon." 

Mr. Vincent poured more drops int6 
his mouth ; and a minute afterwards, he 
opened his eyes, divested of'thdr feverish 
glare, but still dull and heavy. He spbke 
to Mrs. Rob^on by her name ; which 
gave her such delight, that she caught 
his hand to her lips, and burst into tear?. 
The action was so instantaneous and vio- 
lent, that it made him feel the stiffness of 
his arm ; and, casting liis eyes towards 
the men, who stood near the bed, he con* 
jectured what had been his state, and 
what the consequence. 

" Comp, Mrs. Robson,'' said the apo- 
thecary, ** you must not disturb the gen- 
tleman. How do you find yourself, sir ?^' 

As 
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As the deed could not be recalled, 
Thaddeus thanked the doctor for the ser- 
vice he had received ; and said a few 
kind and grateful v^ords to his good 
hostess. 

Mr. Vincent was glad to see so pro- 
mising an issue to his proceedings, and 
soon after retired with his assistant and 
Mrs. Robson, to give further directions. 

On entering the kitchen, she threw her- 
self into a cbair^ and broke into a pa- 
roxysm of lamentations. 

** My good woman, what is all this 
about?'* enquired the doctor. ** Is not 
nay patient better ?" -^ 

** Yes," cried she, drying her eyes ; 
^* but the bed in which he lies, the whole 
scene, puts me so in mind of the last mo- 
ments of Tf\y poor misguided son, that 
the very sight of it goes through my heart 
like a knife. Oh ! had my boy been as 
good as that dear gentleman, hrid he been 
as well prepared to die, I think I would 

B 4 scarcely 



* THABBEUS OF WARSAW. 

scarcely have grieved ! Yet heaven spare 
Mr. Constantine. Will he live ?*' 

" I hope so, Mrs. Robson ; his- fever, 
is inveterate ; but he is yoiMig, and with 
extreme x:are, we may preserve him." 

*^ The Lord grant it!" oried she, " for 
he is the best gentleman^ I ever beheldv 
}ie has been above a week with^ne ; aud 
till this nighty in wluch he lost his senses^ 
though hardly able to breathe or see^ he 
has read okxt of books^ wbich^ be brpuj^t ' 
with him; and good books- too^ for it 
vras but yesterday morning: that I 8a^v (he 
dear soul sitting by the fire Vviih a book 
on the table, which he had- been studying 
ncac an hour ; as I was dusting about, I 
saAv him'Iay his head down on it, and put 
bis band to hrs tem^ea. '' Alas 1 Sir," 
said I, *' ydu tease* your brains with- these 
books of learning, when- you ought to be 
tak^ing re^t." — *' No, Mrs. Robsoni^" re- 
turned he, with a sweet smile, ^* It is tbis 
book which affords, me rest.-^-I have 

amused 
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amused myself with others, and decked 
my miud ixt their gay apparel ; but this 
aloiie^ contains perfect beauty, perfect wisr 
dom^ aod peffect peace* It U the only 
infallible soother of human sorrows." H« 
closed it^ and put it oq the chimneys 
piece; and when I looked at it afteiv 
wardsjj^ I savT it wasi the Scriptures. — Can 
yoq wonder tli^t I should love so cxceU 
lent a gentlemfin^" 

*^ You have givei^ a strange account of 
your lodger," replied Vincent : ** I hope 
be is not a mcthodist ; for if so^ I shall 
despair of his cure, atid think that his de- 
lirium had another cause besides fever/^ 
; " A methodipt I No, Sir : be is a chris- 
tian ; and as good a reasonable sweet 
i^mpered gentkipn;an, as ever came into a 
bouae, Alas-! I believe he is more like a 
pajpirt i though they say papists dou't read 
the biblc^ but worship images." 

** Why, whaf reason have you to sup* 
pose that? He's an Englishman, is he 
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" O no, he is an emigrant.'* 

^ An emigrant \ O, ho !"' cried Vlir- 
cent, with a discontented and contempt 
tuous raise of his eye-brows and voice p 
^ what, a poot- Frenchman ! Good Lord-, 
how this town is over-rua with these 
fellows!" 

** No, doctor ;"" excraimed Mrs. Kob^ 
Bon^ much' hurt at this affront to her 
lodger, whom she really loved ; ** what- 
c\'er he be, he is not poor, for he* has a; 
power of fine things ; he- haS' got a watc& 
all over diamonds, and' diamond ringSj 
and* diamond' pictures- without number: 
So, doctor, you need not fear you are at^ 
tendiiig him for charity; no,. I woitldiselE 
my gown first.**' 

<•' Nay, don*t Bie offended; Mrs. Rob-- 
son! I meant no offence/'* returned hev» 
much mollified by this explanation ; ** but 
really, when we- see* the bread that should 
feed our children, and our own^ poor^ 
eaten up by a parcel of lazy French 
drones, who have covered our land,* and 

destroyed 
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destroyed its produce, like a swarm of 
filthy locusts, we should be fools not 
to murmur. B it Mr. — Mr. — , what 
did you call him, Mrs. Robson ? is a 
different sort of a body." 

" Mr. Constantiac,*' replied she, " and 
indeed he is i and no doubt, when you re- 
cover him, he will pay you a« thoogli he 
were in his oWti country/' 

This last assertion binished all remain-' 
ing suspicion from the apothecary ; andy' 
after giving the good woman what orders* 
he thought requisite, he returned home, 
promising to call in the evening. 

Mrs. Robson went up stairs to the 
count's chamber, with other sentiments to- 
wards her sapient doctor than those with 
which she came down. She weH recollected 
the substance of his discourse ; and she 
gathered from it, that however clever he 
might be in his profession, he was a hard- 
liearted man, who would rather see a 
fellow-creature -perish, than admin-ister re* 
Kef to him without a reward*. 

B 6 But 
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B»t here Mrs. Robson was mistaken. 
She ciki him justice ia ^teeming bis me* 
dicai abilities, which were great : be^ had 
made finedicinef the study of bis life ; aild>- 
not allowing any other occupation to dis- 
tlurb his'^ltention^ her became master of 
that science^ but remaiined ignotdnt of 
every other with which it bad no dOnaeo- 
tion. He was thq/ather of afamily ; andy 
ia< Hit udual acceptation of the term^ a 
vAvy good sort of a man ;. be preferred hist 
country to every other, because it waar bt» 
country > he loyed his wife and his thil^ 
dren: he was kind to the poor, to whom^ 
be gave his advice gratis^ aild letters to 
tbe dispensary for drugs ; and when he 
bad any broken victuals to spare^ he de^ 
^ired that if might be divided amongst 
tb^m ; but he seldom caugbl bis makb 
obeying this part of bis connmands^ with- 
otkt reprimanding her for her extravagance 
in giving away what oogbt to be eaten ia 
the kitchen — ** in these times it was a 
shame to waste a crumb ; and the careless 

hussey 
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Inissej would cone tO' want » for thrnkiDg* 
so lightly of atbeir people's property. ^ 

TbtiSy Kke many m the world, be was al 
loyal citizen by babit, an afiectionafte f»^ 
tber from nature, aod a man of charity,, 
because he now and tbcft fdi pity, and 
now and then beard it preached from tho 
pulpit* He was exhorted to be pious, afM) 
to pour wine and oil into the wounds of 
bis nerghboor i, l^it it never once struck 
him, tbot piety extended farthev tbaa go^ 
mg to churchy muiDblmg his payers^ and 
fcrgelting the sermoni, through most of 
which he generally slept r and hia conok 
Kentaries on the Good Samaritan were 
not more atenaive ; fbr it was sa difficult 
to make bim cororprebend who was bis 
neighbour^ that the object of tbe argc^ 
xnait might bave been sick, disad, and bu^ 
ried before be could be- persuadx^d that be 
bad j^st chiims ou his care. Indeed> his 
^ charity began at home ;* and it was so* 
fond' of its residence, that it ^^ stopped 
there." To have been bcrn on tbe otber 

side 
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side of the British channel, spread anr 
ocean between the poor foreigner and Mr. 
Vincenrt's purse, which, to this hour, the 
swiftest wings of charity could never 
cross. ^^ He saw no reason/* he saidy 
•* for feeding the natural enemies of our 
country. Would any man be mad enougb 
to take the meat from his children's 
mouths, and throw it to a swarm of 
wolves just landed on the coast ?'* These 
wolves were his favourite metaphors, whem 
he spoke of the unhappy French, or of 
any other pennyless foreigners, who came 
in his w^y. 

After this explanation, it will appear 
paradoxical to mention an inconsistency 
in the mtnd of Mr. Vincent, which never 
permitted him to discover the above 
Cainish mack of outlawry, upon the 
wealthy stranger of whatever country* 
]n fact, it was with him as with many: 
riches were a splendid and thick robe that 
concealed all blemishes ^ take it away, 
and probably the poor stripped wxetcb 

would 
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would be treated even worse than fars 
crnnes deseived. 

That hfs new patient possessed some 
property, was sufficient to ensure the re- 
spect and medical sfcifl of Mr. Vincent j 
and when he entered hrs own house, he 
toW his wife that he had found '* a very 
good job at Mrs. Robson's^ in the illness* 
of her lodger. "^^ 

When the count Sobieski quitted the 
Hummums, on the evening in which he 
brought aM ay his baggage, he was so dis»^ 
concerted by the impertinence of the man 
who accosted him there^ that he deter- 
mined not to expose himself to a similiar 
insuk, by retaining a title, which might 
subject him to the curiosity of the inso- 
lent and insen«ibfe ; and therefore, when 
Mrs* Robsen asked him how she should 
address him, as he was averse to assume a 
feigned namej he merely said Mr. Con*-- 
^tuntine. 

Under that unobtrusive character, fie 
Jiqped^ in time, to accommodate his 'feel- 
ings 
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ingsioihe change of fortune whtcb Pray 
yidence bad allotted to bim. He must 
forget his nobility, bi^ pride, and his sen-^ 
sibitity; he mc^t earn hi^ subsistence;. 
But by what means ? He was ignorant of 
business ; ^nd he ;knew not . bow to tiirii 
his acconK^plishments ta aocount.->--Sucb 
were bis meditations^ vintil illness afid do 
lirium deprived him of themi, and of rea; 
108^ together. 

At the expiratipn of ^ week^ in ivhiclr 
Mr. Vincent attended bis patient very 
regularly^ Sobieski. was able to remove 
into the front room ; but uneasiness abouji:* 
4he debts wbieb be bad so unintentionally 
incurred^ retarded his cecovevy ; aqd mad^ 
bis i^oum pass away in cheerless ipeditar 
tion on the mpaa^ of repaying' the ;gpo4'' 
widofy;^ apd of p^atijsfying the avidity of 
the apoth^^^y* Pecuniary obligation wa^ 
a load,, to which he wa^ unaccustomed - 
^andy once or twice^ the wish almost 
escaped his heart, that be bad died. 

Whenever he ww leil tfi^ Ibiak, such 

were 
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were his reflections; hat Mrs. Robsoa^ 
who discovered that he appeared more fe- 
verish^ and had wonse nights, after being 
much alone during the day, contrived, 
though she was obliged to be in her little 
shop, to leave either Nanny to attend hia 
wanls^ or little William ta^ atnuBC him. 

Thisi child, by it^ uocomoioa quick'* 
ness, and artless manner, gained upoa the 
eount, whii» Was^evei? alive to helplessness 
and innoeenoe. CbUdkrea and) animals 
always found a firiead' aod^ protectoi^ ia 
him. From the " majtsiic zaar-horse, 
with his neek doctthed^ i$% thunder ^^^ to 
** the pour beetle that wC' tread uponj* 
every creature of creation^ met an advo* 
Cdte of mercy in his bircast : and, as ba« 
man nature is prone- to love what it baa 
been* kiiid to, 1 haddeus never saw either 
children,, dogs, or eventJkat poor slandered 
and abused aaimal the cat^ without shew* 
ing them, some spontaQeovis act of at« 
tention. 

Whatever of his ^^ctioo ho e^ld 

sparct 



7' 






» 



y 



18 THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 

spare from memory, Jthe count lavished 
Upon the little William. He hardly ever 
left his side, vhere he sat on a stool, 
prattling about any thing that came into 
his head i or, seated on his knee, he fol- 
lowed, with his eyes and playful fingers, 
the hand of Thaddeus as he sketched a 
horse or a soldier for his pretty compa- 
nion. 

In this way he slowly acquired sufficient 
strength to allow him to quit bis dressing- 
gown, and prepare for a walk. 

A hard frost succeeded to the chilling 
damps of November, and looking out of 
the window, he longed, almost eagerly, 
again to inhale the fresh air. After some 
tender altercations with Mrs. Robson, 
who feared to trust him even down stairs, 
he at length conquered ; and taking the 
little William in his hand, folded his pe« 
lise round him, and promising to ven- 
ture no fai tber than tbe King's Mews, was 
suffered to go out. 

As he expected, be fourfd the keen 

breeze 
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breeze act like a charm on bis debilitated 
frame ; and, with braced nerves and ex* 
hilarated spirits, he walked twice up and 
down . the place, whilst his companion 
played before him, throwing stones, and 
running to pick them up. At this mo- 
menti one of the king's carriages, pur- 
sued by a concourse of people, suddenly 
drove in at the Cbaring-cross gate.- The 
frightened child screamed and^fel). Thad- 
deus, seeing its danger, darkd forward, 
atid seizing the beads of the horses, which 
were within si'^^ard of the boy-, stopped 
them; mean^liile, the mob gathering 
about^ one of them lifted up William, 
who continued his cries. The count now 
let go the reins, and, for a few minutes*, 
tried to pacify his little charge ;• but find- 
ing that his alarm and shrieks were not to 
be quelled, and that his own figure, from 
its singularity of dress, (his high cap 
and feathers adding much to his height,) 
drew on him the whole attention of the 
people, (who quitted the carriage, and 

collected 
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poUected roapd busi)' ba took tbe trem-^ 
bling child in jtis^ amiSj and^^ walking 
through thp Mows>^ wa&follt^wed hyi SQit)^ 
of the by-standera altoost to the veiy 4oot 
of iMrs. Rob60Q'& shop. . 

» 

. Seeing the people,, ^ml. her graadsQn 
sobbing ofi, the breast of. her g-uest^ sh« 
ranout^.and' hastily asked what; had bap* 
pened. Thaddeus simply answf r^fl, that 
the boy bad beefn frightened. But when 
tbey enteifed th$ bouses andi he had thcowa 
himself^ e^tb&usted >o<k a^ 3ea£y WiUi^o^i w 
he stood by bis knee, told his* grand* 
mqthev^ th^ if Mr.. Consitantin^^ had- not 
stoppe4, the hprses, be must have been 
r*ua Qver.^ The count was now obliged 
to relate the whole story ;. which ended 
with the blessings of the poor wooian for 
bia goodniess in risking his own life for 
the preservation of her darKng child. 

Tbftddeqs in vain asaired her that tbc 
action, deserved, no thanks. 
. " Well/' cified she, *• it is Kke your- 
eel^ RCi% Cpi^tjjntinc i you think all your 

good 



good deeds nothing: and yet any little 
odd thmg that I can do^ out of pure love, 
to serve you, you- cry up to the skies. 
However^ we won*t fell out ; I «ay Hea- 
ven bless you, and 'that is enough !-^Has 
your walk refreshed you ? But I need 
not ask ; you have got a fine colour.'* 

" Yes," returned he, rising and taking 
off his cap end cloak, ^^ it has put me in a 
iglow, and made me quite -another crea^ 
lure.'* As helinitiiied speaking, he dropped 
the things from the hand tbat held them, 
and staggered back a few paces against 
the wall. 

" Good ^Lord ! ivhat is the matter ?- 
cried Mrs. Robson, alarmed^ and looking 
in his face, which was now as pale as 
death, ^^ what is Ibe matter ?** 

" Nothing, nothing,** returned be, re- 
covering himself, <and 'gathering up the 
cloak he^had let fall^ •* doa't mind ime, 
Mrs. -Robson ; 'nothinrg," and he was 
leaving il9e>kitdi6n, but she followed him, 
ierrift^ll dit his'lo6k:»nd manner. 

« Pray, 
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Pray, Mr. Comtantine!" . ' 
Nay, my dear madam,*' sjaid he, lead- 
ing her back,! *^ 1 am not well. ; I believe 
my walk has overcome me. Let me be a 
few minutes alooe, till I have recovered 
myself. It will oblige me." 

*^ Well, sir,, as you please !" and she 
curtsied ; then laying her withered band 
fearfully upon .his arm, *^ forgive me, dear 
sir," said she, '* if my attention's are trou- 
blesome ? Indeed I fear, that sometimes 
great love appears like great imperti- 
nence ; I wouki always be serving you, 
and therefore I often forget the wide dif- 
ference between your honouf's station and 



ininc." 



The count could only press her band 
gratefully, and with an cmiotion^ that made 
him hurry up stairs. When in his own 
room, he shut the. door, and cast a wild 
and inquisitive gaze around the apart- 
ment ; then throwing hiniself into a chair, 
he struck his head with his hand, and ex* 
clainaed, '^ It is gone! What Will be* 

comt 
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come of me ? of this poor woman^ whose 
substance I have consumed ?" 

It was true, the watch, by the sale of 
which he calculated to defray the charges 
of his illness, was indeed lost. A villain^ 
in the crowd, having perceived the spark- 
ling of the chain to which it was united, 
had taken it unobserved from his side; 
and he knew nothing of his loss, until 
feeling for it, to see the hour, he disco- 
vered his misfortune. 

The shock went like a stroke of elec- 
tricity through his frame ; but it was not 
until the last glimmering of hope was ex- 
tinguished, on his examining his room, 
where he thought he might have left it, 
that he saw the full horror of his situa- 
tion. 

He sat for some minutes, absorbed, and 
almost afraid to think. It was not his 
own, but the necessities of the poor wo- 
man, who had perhaps incurred debts on 
herself to afford him comforts^ which bore 

so 
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SO hard Upon him. At last, rising trorh 
his seat^ he exclaimed, , 

" I must detennine on somcthfng. 
Since this is gone, I must seek what dse 
I have to part with, for I cannot long 
bearsuspence." 

He opened the drawer whidh contained 
his few valuables. 

With a trembling hand he took them 
out one by one. There were several 
trinkets which had been given to him by 
his mother ; and a pair of irilaid pistols 
which his grandfather put into his belt 
"on the morning of the dreadful tenth df 
October; his miniature'lay beneath them ; 
the mild eyes of the palatine seemed 
beaming with afiection upon bis grand- 
son : Thaddeus snatched it upy kissed it 
fervently, and then laid it back into'the 
drawer, whilst he hid his face with hts 
bands. 

When be recovered himself, he replaced 
the pistols, believing that it would be sa- 
crilege 
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crilege to part with them. Without allow- 
ing himself time to think, he put a gold 
pencil-case, and a pair of brilliant sleeve- 
buttons, into his waistcoat-pocket. 

He descended the stairs with a sofl step^ 
and passing the kitchen-door unperceived 
by his landlady, crossed through a little 
court ; and then- anxiously looking from 
right to left, to find any place in which he 
might probably dispose of the trinkets^ be 
took his way up Castle-street^ and along 
Leicester- sq uare. 

When he turned up the first street to 
his right, he was impeded by two persons 
who stood in his path, the one selling, 
the other buying, a hat. The thought im- 
mediately struck Thaddeus, of asking one 
of these men (who appeared to be a Jew 
and a vender of clothes) to purchase his 
pelise. By parting with a thing to which 
he annexed no more value than the 
warmth it afforded him, he should possi- 
bly spare himself the pain^ for this time 

Toii. ir. G at 
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at leasts of sacrificing those gifts of his 
mother, which had been bestowed upon 
him in happier days, and hallowed by 
her caresses. 

lie did not permit himself to hesitate, 
but desired the Jew to follow him, into ^ 
neighbouring court. The man obeyed ; 
and having no ideas independent of his 
trade, asked the count what he wanted to 

buy? 

" Nothing i I want to sell this pclise," 
returned he, opening it, 1 he Jew, with- 
out, any ceremony, inspected tlie covering 
and the fur, 

" Aye, I see it is black, lined with sa- 
ble ; who wQutd buy it of me ? It is em- 
broidered, and pobody wears such things 
bere."* 

^^ Then I am answered," replied Thad- 
deus. 

*^ 3top, sir," cried the Jew, pursuing 
him.3 '* what will you take for it ?" 

" What would you give me ?'* 

« Let 
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*^ Let me sec. It is very long and wiUe. 
At the utmost I cannot offer jrou morc^ 
•than five guineas. 

A few months ago^ it had cost the 
count twelve times as much ; but glad to 
get any money, however small, he readily 
closed with the man's price ; and, taking 
off the cloaki be gave it to him, and put 
the guineas into bis pocket. 

He had not walked much farther, before 
the piercing cold of the evening, and a 
abower of raow« which began to fall, 
made him feel the oflfects of bis losa; 
bowever that did not annoy him ; he bad 
been loo heavily assailed by the pitiless 
rigours of misfortune, to regard the pelt* 
ing of the elements. Whilst the wind 
blew iti his face, and the sleet &lIingOQ 
bis dress, lodged in its embroidered lap- 
pek, he went forward, calculating whe* 
thcr it were likely that this money, with 
the ft*w sfatUings be yet possessed, would '•. 
be sufEcient io discbarge what he owed. 
Unused as he bad been to all kinds of 

c 2 ex pen- 
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expenditure which required attention^ he 
supposed, from what he had already seen 
of a commerce with the world, that the 
sum he had received from the Jew, was 
not above half what he wanted; and, 
with a beating heart, he walked towards 
one of those shops, which" Mrs. Robson 
described, when she spoke of the irregu- 
larities of her son, who had nearly re- 
duced her to beggary. 

The candles were lit. And, as he ho» 
vered about the dooi:, he distinctly saw 
the master through the glass, assorting 
some parcels on the counter. He was a 
gentleman-like man; and the count's 
feelings took quite a different turn from 
those with which he had accosted the 
Jew; who, being a low sordid wretch, 
that looked upon the people with whom 
he trafficked as pieces of wood, Thaddeus 
felt little repugnance at bargaining with 
faim : but the sight of a respectable per* 
^n, before whom he was to present him* 
self as a man in poverty, as one who in a 

manner 
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manner appealed to charity, all at once 
overcame the resolution of Sobieski, and 
he debated whether or not he should re- 
turn. Mrs. Robson, and her probable 
distresses, rose before him ; and, fearful 
of trusting his pride any farther^ he pulled 
his cap over his face^ and entered the 
shop. 

The man bowed very civilly on his en- 
trance, and requested to be honoured with 
his commands. Thaddeus felt, his face 
glow; but^ indignant at his own .weak*^ 
ness, he walked up to the counter, and 
laying down the gold case, said^ in a voice 
which, notwithstanding his emotion^ he 
compelled to be without appearance of 
confusion, " I want to part with this.** 

The ftian, astonished at the dignity of 
l)is air, and the nobility of his dress, (for 
the star. did not escape his eye,) looked at 
him for a iQoment, holding the case in his 
hand. The count, hurt by the steadiness 
of his gaze, rather haughtily repeated what 
he had said. The man hesitated no 

c 3 longer. 
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longer* He had been aecustomcd tt> sU 
milar requests from the emigrant French 
noblesse: but fb^re was a loftiness, and 
an air of authority^ in the countendnee 
unci mien of this person; which surprised 
atid awed him ; and with a respect, which 
ev6n the application codld not counter- 
act, he opened the case, and inquired of 
TbaddeQS, what wa« the price be af&xed 
to it 

*' I leave that to you,*' replied tht 
eoan4r. 

*^ The gold is solid/' rdturned the man, 
loyifig ^ down, '* but it is very thin ; I 
cannot give more than three gaineaff. 
Though the wo.kmanship is fine, it is not 
in the fashion of England, and will be of 
no benefit to me till it is melted/' 

" You may have it ;" said Thaddeus, 
hardly able to articulate, as he again laid 
the gift of his mother out of his hand. 

Th« man directly paid htilPi down the 
moti^y, and the count, with a bursting 
heart, darted out of the shop^ 

Mrs. 
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Mrd» Robson was shutting up the win- 
dows of her little parlour, when be hastily 
passed her^ and glided up the stairs. Hardly 
believing her senses, she hastened after 
him, and just got into the room as he 
drank off a glass of water, 

" Good Lord, sir;*' cried she^ *' where 
has your honour been ? * I thought you 
were all the while in the house, and I 
would not i[:ofne near, though I was very 
uneasy ; and there has been poor William 
crying himself blindj because you desired 
to be lefl alone/' 

Thaddeus was unprepared to make ah 
answer* He was in hopea to have gotten 
in as he bad stolen out, undiscovered ; for 
he determined not to agitate her good 
mind, by the history of his loss. He 
would oot allow h^r to know any thing of 
his embarrassments, from a sentiment of. 
justice, as well as of that pride, which all 
his sufferings and philosophy could not 
wholly subdue* 

c 4 "I have 
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^^ I have been taking a walk, Mr«. 
Robson,** 

" Dear heart! I thought when you 
.staggered back, and looked so ill, after 
you brought in William, that you had 
over- walked yourself!'* 

'* No; I fancy my fears had a little 
discomposed me; and I hoped that more 
air might do me good j I tried it, aiid it 
has : but I am grieved for having alarmed 
you." 

This ambiguous speech perfectly satis- 
fied his kind landlady. 'Tbaddcus, much 
fatigue4 by a bodily exertion, which, in 
the present feeble state of his frame, no* 
thing less than the perturbation of his 
mind could have carried him through^ 
went directly to bed, where tired nature 
soon found temporary repose in a pro- 
found sleep. 



CHAP- 
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Next momitig, the count found him** 
•elf rather better than worse by the exer- 
tions of the preceding day. When Nanny 
apf)eared as usual with his breakfast, and 
little William, (who always sat on his 
knee, and. shared his bread and butter,) 
he desired her to request her gntndoiotbeo 
to send to Mr. Vincent with hia coropli'* 
ments, and to tell him, that he was tia 
well at present as to decline any farther 
Biedic^l aid, and, therefore, wished to^ 
have his .^)ilL 

Mn^. Ro.bson,;who could not forget the 
behaviour of the apothecary, undertook to 
deliver the message herself, happy in the 
trwmph ahe should enjoy over the Idttle^ 
0QS6 of. Mr. Vincent's suspicions.: 

Af)!er:^ lapso o( a (quarter o£ aiii houiv 
.o'ju'i •» c 5 . ' dift 
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she re-appeared in the count's room with 
the apothecary's assistant ; who^ with 
many thanks^ received the sum total of 
bis accompt, which amounted to three 
guineas for ten days' attendance. 

The man having withdrawn, Thaddeus 
told Mrs. Roibson^^ he jouist next defiray 
the smallest part of the i'ast debt; which bia 
heart should ever dwe to her parenfal eare^ 

'^ O, bless yoiit bohoiir ; it goes to mrf 
heart to take a farthing of you ! btiE ^ki 
^oof children/' cried ^he, kyidg a Imtid 
on each, and he*' eyes glWtetifng ; •* thfey 
look up to m^ aa their all here, ahd my 
quarter-day viras dfue yesterdAy^ else, deaf 
sir, I should have sdorited to have beefl 
like doctor Vincent, and have taken your 
money the moment you offered it.'* 

<' My gooi niadain5'^ returned Sobieski^ 
giving her a chair,/' I am seiksiblig ^yoiir 
kihdness ; but it is yocir jciak due ; and 
the |>^ment of it cah tittct ksun my 
gratitude foi the fritodsbip t^tiicH you 
bate 8he#n tMm^ a Jsoor •frM^en'^ 

•^Tben> 
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^* Then, there, sir;" said she, looking 
almost as ashamed as if she were robbing 
bim, when she laid it on the table, ^^ there 
is my bill. I have regularly set down every 
thing. Nanny will bring it to me.** And 
the good woman, quite disconcerted, hur- 
ried out of the room* 

Thaddeus looked after her with admi- 
ration and reverence. 

" There goes,** thought be, •* in that 
lowly and feeble frame, as generous and 
noble a spirit as ever animated the breast 
of a princess I — ^Here, Nanny,** said he, 
glane(t)g his eye over the paper, *' there 
is theL gold, with my tbanks ; and teH 
your grandmother that lam astoiusbed al 
h^r econoniy/* 

This afiair over, the coimt was relieved 
4^agrievom load; and, turning the re* 
maining nooney in his hand, how he 
snight replenish the Itltle stock before it 
weije expended, next occc^d his atten-» 
tiokiv N^twithBtaftdtng the pawn-bn^cr^s 

c 6 civil 
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civil treatment, be recoiled at agaifi jpre* 
senting himself at his shop. Besides, 
should he dispose of all that he possessed, 
it would not be of sufficient value to sub- 
sist him for a month. He must think of 
some source within himself that was not 
likely to be so soon exhausted. To be rie- 
duced a second time to the misery which 
he had endured yesterday, from suspence 
and wretchedness, appeared too dreadful 

to be hazarded ; and he ran over in his 
memory, the different merits of his se- 
veral accomplishments. 

He could not make any use of his mu- 
sical talents, forj at public exhibitions of 
himself^ his soul revolted; and as to his 
literary acquirements, his youth, and bet- 
ing a foreigner, precluded all hopes on 
that head. At length be found that hm 
sole dependence must rest on his talents for 
painting. Of this art he had always beea 
remarkably fond ; and his taste easily per^ 
ceived that there wer0 maay drawings ex^ 

hibited 
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bibtted for sale/ much inferior to those 
which he had executed for mere amuse* 
ment. 

He decided at once ; and purchasingi 
by the means of Nanny, pen<:^ils and la- 
dtan. ink, he set to work. 

When he had finished half a dozen 
drawings, and was considering how he 
miglit find the street in which he had 
seen the 'print-shops,' the reeoUection 
occurred to htm of the impression bis 
ajppearance had made on the pawn-^ 
broker. . He perceived the wide difference 
between his apparel and the fashion of 
England ; and, seeing with what security 
from impertinence be might walk about^ 
if he could so far cast off the relief of hi^ 
former rank as to change his dress, he 
got up with an intention- to^ go out, and 
{xircbase a surtdut ic6at, and hat^ for that 
purpose; but catching an accuiental view 
of bis figure, and the star of St. Stanislaus^ 
as be passed th^ gl^ to the door, he no 
IcDiger .wondered atiihe;ciinQsity> whicb 
'ji}i such 
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8ucb an af^ndagifry uoited witft poverty, 
bad attracted. Rather than vg^o. subject 
himself to a similar situation, hesunif* 
moned bis young messenger; dnd» by 
ber assi^QCe^ furnisb^d himself with «l» 
£nglish bat and ooat^ whilst^ with hLs 
penknife^ be cut iiwaj the embroidery of 
the order^ from the cloth to which it wa» 
affixed* 

Thus aocoottedt with his bat flapped 
over bis face^ and hisi great coit wrapped 
rottud him, he put his drawings into hi» 
bosom^ and» about eigbt o'dock, walked 
out on his disagreeable errands After solni^ 
wtiaiyijig seardi, be at la^ found Great 
Newport Street, tiie place be wanted ; but 
at he advanced, his hopes died away, aod 
bib fears and reluctatice awakened* 

He stopped at the door of the oeannk 
pritit-shop. All that he had sufiered «k 
the pawn^^fofoker'B, re> assailed him, if pas* 
sible, with redoubled violence. What be 
presented thtre^ possessed % 'fixed vsJut:^ 
and Was at oose to Ike iskxu or lefiised ; 

but 
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but now he waa going td Offer things of 
mere taste^ and he might meet not only 
ivitb a flat denial, bttt afFronting remarks. 

He walked to the threshold of th^ 
door, then as hastily withdrew, and hur- 
ried two or three paces down the street. 

"Weak, contemptible, that I am!'* 
said be to himself, as he again turnect 
round, " where is all my reason and rec- 
titude of principle, that I would rather 
fcndure the mi^ei*y of dependence and 
self-reproach, than ddfe the attempt to 
Seek support frdtli the fruits of ftiy own 
industry ?" 

He quickened his step, and started 
into the shop, almost fearful of his former 
irresolution. Hie threw his drawings in- 
stantly lipbn the cduhtfer. 

^ Sir, you purchiase drawings^ I have 
these to sell. Will they suit you ?** 

The man took them up without deign- 
ing to look at tlie person who accosted 
him, imd turning them ovei- in his band> 
^ t)iic, two, 'ibr^e, Hum ! there is half 

a dozen. 



4XX THADDEU9. 0£ WARSAW. 

a dozen. What do you expect for 
them r 

*^ I am not acquainted with the prices 
of these things.** 

The printseHer . bearing this, thought, 
by managing well, to get them for what 
he liked, and throwing them over with aa 
air of contempt, resumed, . ^ • 

4 

" And pray, where may the views Jjct 
takear 

" They are recolfections of sceaea ia 
different parts of Germany.** 

** Ah/' replied the man, ** mere drugs ! 
I wish, my honest friend, that you could 
have brought subjects not quite so thread- 
bare, and a little better executed ; they 
are but poor things at best! But every 
dauber, now- a- days, sets up for a fine 
artisjt i^ and thinks that zve are to pai/, him. 
for hisidleoess and conceit** . 

Thaddeus,. insulted by the speech, and, 
above all, the manner pf the print-seller,, 
was snatching up the drawings, to leave 
the shop without a word, ^hen the mai:\^ 

observ- 
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observing his design^ and afraid to lose 
tbem, laid his hand on the heap, ex* 
claiming, 

*^ Let rae tell you, young man, it does 
not become a person in your situation to 
be so huffy to their employers. I will give 
you a guinea for the six, and you may 
think yourself well paid." 

Without further hesitation, whilst the 
count was striving to subdue the choler 
which urged him to knock him down, 
the man laid the gold on the counter, and 
wajs slipping the drawings into a drawer ; ' 
but Thaddeus, snatching them out again, 
suddenly rolled them up, and, walked 
out of the shop as he said : 

** Not all the money, of all your tribe, 
would tempt an honest man to pollute 
himself by exchanging a second word 
with one so contemptible.'* 

Irritated at this unfeeling treatment, 
he returned home too much provoked^ 
to think much of the consequences which 
might follow a shnilar disappointment 

The 
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The widow, who, in some measure^ 
bad become used to the fluctuations of 
the count's looks and behaviour^ ceased 
altogether to tease him with inquiries 
w^hich she saw he was loth to answer* She 
now allowed him to walk in and out with-* 
out a remark ; and silently contemplated 
his pale and melancholy countenance^ 
when, after a ramble of the greatest part 
of* the day, he returned home exhausted 
and dispirited. 

William was always the first to weU 
come his friend at the threshold^ by run- 
ning to him^ taking hold of bis coat» and 
asking to go with him up stairs. The 
count usually gratified him ; and bright^ 
ened many dull hoors^ with bis innocent 
caresses^ 

This child was literally his only earthly 
comfort; for be tow that, in him, be 
eould still excite tb6sd emotions of hap- 
piness, which had once afForded bim his 
sweetest joy. WilKam ever greeted him 
with smiles ; and when be entered the 

kitchen^ 
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kitchen^ sprang to his bo6om» as if that 
were the seat of peace^ as it was of vittue; 
Birt, alaa ! fottutie seemed averse to lend 
any tbiog long to the unhappy Thaddcus^ 
which might render bis desolate state 
more tolerable. 

Just arisen from the bed of sickness, 
he rci^uired the band of some, tender 
nurse to restore his wasted vigour, in- 
stead of being reduced to the bard vigils 
of poverty and want. His recent disap*- 
pointment, added to a cold which he 
caught, increased his fever and debility ; 
yet be adhered to the determinatioi>i not 
to appropriate to his own subsistence, 
the few valuables, which he had assigned 
as a deposit for tke charges of his rent 
During a fortnight he never tasted- any 
thing better than bread and water 3 but 
ibis bermit*8 ftre was accompanied by 
the thought, that, if it ended in death, 
his su^rings would then be ot^r ; and the 
wfdbw amply remoneiMed by what )ifftl« 
of bis property reniained* 

la 
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In this state of body and mind, he 
ceived a most painful shock, wben» one 
evening, returning from a walk of manj 
hours, in the plaqe of his little favourite^ 
he met Mrs. Robson in tears at the doon 
She told him that William bad been sick* 
en^ng all the day, and was now so deli- 
rious, that neither she nor his sister could 
bold him quiet. 

Thaddeus went to the side of the child's 
bed, where he lay gasping on the pillow, 
and held down by the crying Nanny. 
The count touched his cheek* 

" Poor child," exclaimed he» *' be is. in 
a high fever« Have you sent for Mr. 
Vincent r 

'^ O, no; I had not the heart to leare 
him." 

" Then I will go directly," returned 
Thaddeus ; ^' there is not a moment to 
be lost.'* 

The poor woman thanked him. Has- 
tening through the streets with a rapidity 
and eagerness, which nearly overset many 

of 
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of the foot passengers^ be arrived at 
Lincoln's Inn Fields ; and in less than 
five minutes after he bad quitted Mrs. 
Robson's door^ he brought back the 
apothecary. 

On Mr. Vincent's exaniining the pulse 
and countenance of his little patient, he 
dedared the s)mptoins to be the small 
pox, which soqne casualty had repelled, 
but must be brought out, else the boy's 
life might be in danger. 

Mrs. Robson, in a paroxysm of distress, 
now recollected that a girl bad been 
brought into her shop three days ago, just 
recovered from that frightful malady. 

Thaddeus tried to subdue the fears of 
tbe grandmother ; and at last succeeded 
in persuading her to go to bed, whilst he 
and Nanny would watch by the pillow of 
the hi valid.* 

Towards morning, the disorder broke 
out in the child's face, and he recovered 
his recollection^ The moment he fixed 
his pyes on the count, who was leaning 

over 
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over him with parental solicitude, he 
stretched out bis little arms, and begged 
to lie on bis breast. Thaddeus refused 
him gently, fearing that, by any change 
of position, he might catch cold, And so 
again retard what bad tiow ao fortunately 
appeared ; but the poor child thought the 
denial unkind, and began to weep so vio- 
knlly, that his anx.ious friend belic%'ed it 
better to gratify him, than hazard the irri- 
tation of his fever by agitation and crying. 

Thaddeus tode him out of hcd^ and, 
Tolling him in one of the -blankets^ laid 
him in his bosom, and drawing bis dresS'^ 
ing gown round him, to ihield bis ^e 
from the jSre, held hhn in ibat situation 
asleep for nearly two hours. 

When Mrs. Robson came down stairs 
at six o'clock in the morning, she kisstxl 
the baud of the count as he sustained her 
grandson in his arnss^ and, almoat speech- 
less with gratitude to bim, and solicitude 
for the cbildt waited the arrivfd of the 
apothecary. 

On 



!rHAJDDS08 OF WARSAW, 47 

On his second visits be said a few words 
t# her of comfort ; but whispered to the 
count, as he was feeling William's puLse^ 
that nothing short of the strictest care 
could save the boy, the infection he bad 
received being of ttie most malignant kind* 

These words of Mr. Vincent, fell like 
an 4aiM'epe8lable sentence on the heart of 
Thaddeus. They appeared prophetia 
Casting his eyes down on the discoloured 
features of thepaticut iniant, he fancied 
that he already beheld its clay-cold fac^ 
and its little limbs, stretched in death. 
The idea was bitterness to htm ; and, 
pressing the boy to his breast, he resolved 
that no attention should be wantiAg on 
his j)art^ to preserve him one moment 
from the grave. And he kept his promise. 

From that hour, until the day in which 
the poor bd>e expired in his arms, he ne- 
ver laid him out of them for ten minutes 
together : and when he did breathe hk 
last sigh, and raised up his little eyes, 
Thaddeus met their dying glance with 

apang. 
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a pang, which he thought his soul had 
long lost the power to feel. His heart 
seemed to stop : and, covering the mo- 
tionless face of the dead child with bis 

> 

hand, unable to speak, he made a sign 
to Nanny to leave the room. 

The girl, who from respect, had been 
accustomed to obey even his slightest nod, 
went to her grandmother, who was in the 
shop. 

The instant the girl quitted the room, 
the count, with mingled awe and grief, 
lifted the little corpse ffoni his knee ; and 
without allowing himself to cast another 
glance on the fate of the poor infant now 
released from suffering, he put it on the 
bed, and throwing the sheet over it, sunk 
into a chair,* and burst into tears. 

The entrance of Mrs. Robson, in some 
measure restored him ; for, the moment 
she perceived her guest with his handker- 
chief over his eyes, she judged what had 
happened, and, with a piercing scream, 
flew forward to the bed, where, pulling 

down 
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dcHvn the covering, she uttered another 
shriek, and aiust have fallen on the floor, 
had not Thaddeus, and little Naoiay^ who^ 
rant in at her cries, caught her in their 
arms, and bore her to a chair. 

Her soul was too nouch agitated tO al- 
low her to continue Jor^ in a state of ih- 
sc^nsibility;: and when she recovered ahb^ 
would have again approached tbedecensed. 
child, but the count held her dowcv and^ . 
trying by every means in bis po^ver to: 
^otheher, so far succeeded as to tnelt: 
her agonies into tearfi. j : 

Whilst sli«. concealed her venerable.^ 
head in, th^ bosom of her^rand-daiugbter^i 
he once more lifted the remains* of tJie: 
little William ; and thinking it best, foe* 
the tranquiUtty of the unhappy grind* 
mother,, totake him out! of her^ sight, can« 
ried bim up stairs, and laid bim oil Iti^' 
own bed.: , ot , I f ,; 

By the time that Jie^ireturned'to the 
kitchtOy oi^!:of..tbe &male heigbboitrt^ 
having beard an unusual outcfty, bud asM. 

' to»u IX, D pecting 
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indebted one instant to bis mercy. I will 
pay him/' 

The words had paissed his lips: be 
could not retract^ though conviction im- 
mediately followed, that he bad not the 
means : and he would not have retracted^ 
even should be be necessitated to sell 
ev^ry thing that be possessed. 

Mrs. Robson was overwhelmed by this 
generous promise, which indeed saved 
her from ruin. Had her little plate been 
pledged, it could not have covered one 
half of Mr. Vincent's demand : who, to 
do him justice, would as soon have swal- 
lowed the bitterest drug in his shop, as 
bavQ dpncjany thing intentionally to cause 
the distress which he bad occasipned. 
But> having been so readily paid by 
Thaddeus for his own illness^ and ob- 
serving bis great care and affection for 
tne deceased child, he did not doubt^ 
tb^t rather than allow Mrs. Robson a mi- 
nute's uoeasmesSj, her lodger would de- 
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fray his bill. So far be calculated right; 
but he had not sufficient sagacity to fore- 
see^ that in getting his money this way, 
he should lose the future business of Mrs* 
RobsOD and her friend. 

The child was to be buried on the mor- 
row; the expences of which event, Tbad- 
beils saw that he must discharge also :— ^ 
and he had engaged to pay Mr. Vincent 
that night.' He had not a shilling in his 
purse. Over and over, be contemplated 
the impracticability of answering these 
debts I yet be could not for an instant ' 
rq>ent of what be bad undertaken : he 
thought he was amply recompensed for 
bearing so heavy a load, in knowing that 
be bad taken it off the worn-down heart 
of another. 

Since his unmannerly treatment at the 
printselier s, he had not sufficiently con- 
quered bis pride, to attempt an applica- 
tion to another. Therefore, he had na 
prospect^ of collecting the money, but by 

D 3 selling 
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selling some more of bis valuables to the 
pawnbroker. 

For this purpose^ he took hts sahre^ his 
pistols^ and the fated brilliants which he 
had brought back on a similar errand.' lEIe 
lifted them out of their deposit with less, 
reluctance than before. They were now 
going to be devoted to gnUitode aod be^- 
nevolence ; an act which be kiiew bis |^<> 
rents^ wei'e fbey alrve» would wBrmly ap^ 
prove ', and here be allowed tlia end to 
sanctify the xneans. 

About half alteir six in the evenings ht 
prepared himself for hid taskk Whetbett 
k be cojDgeni^ with Rielmefaoly to seek 
tbe glQ<>m> or whether the ooutst feiind 
biimclf kdt. ob««:vod ujidev tiue aftades of 
night> is not evident ; but^ since bis em 
ide, he preferred the dusk to any other 
part of the day. 

Before he went out, he asked Mrs, Rob- 
son for Mr. Vincent's bill. Sinking with 
obligation and shame, she put it into his 

hand. 
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hand^ and be left the house. When he 
approached a lighted lamp, he opened 
the paper to see the artionnt ; and finding 
it wa8 almost Mo pounds, he hastened 
forwards to the pawnbroker's. 

The man was in the shop alone. Thad^ 
deus ' thought himself fortunate ; and, af- 
ter siibduiWg a few qualms, entered the 
door. The moment he laid bis sword an^ 
pisfofe on the cbunter, and declared his 
wishy the man, even through tHe dis- 
guise of a targe coat ^nd slouched hat, 
recollected Mm. 'This honest money- 
lender carried sentiments in his breasrt 
above his occupation. He did not com- 
miserate all who presented themselves be« 
lore htm, because many exhibited^ toa 
evidently, the excesses which brought 
them to his^ shop ; Ixit there was some- 
thing in the figure and manner of tbfe 
count Sobieski, which struck birh it first 
sight; and, by keeping its station in his 
thoughts, it excited such an interest in 
l^is mind^ as to= produce pleasure wheii*^ 

p 4 he 
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be discerned the nobl^ foreigner in the 

person before him. 

Mr. Burnet (for so this' money-lender 

was called) asked him what he demanded 

for the arms. 

'^I want^ perhaps^ more than you would 

give. But I have something else bere^'' 

laying down the diamonds i ^'I want 

eight guineas/' 

Mr. Burnet looked at them^ and then 

at their owner^ hesitated, and then spoke. 
*' I beg your pardon^ 8ir\ 1 hope that 

I shall not offend you^ but these things 

appear to have a value annexed to them^ 
independent of their price~-tbey are in.* 
luid with crests and cyphers !*' 

. The blood flushed over the cheeks of 
the count He bad forgotten this cif cum^ 
stance ;— unable to answer, he waited to 
hear what the man would say. 

* " I repeat^ sir, I mqan not to offend, 
but you appear a stranger to these trans- 
actions. 1 only wish to suggest, that, 
in case you should ever like to repossess 

those 
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these things^ bad you not better pledges 
tbem?'' 

" How ?" asked Thadcfeus, Irresolutely, 
and not knowing what to think of ther 
man^s nianner. 

At that instant some other people camo 
into the shop ; and Mr. Burnet, gather- 
ing up the diamonds and the arms in hi» 
hands, said, " If you do not object, 8ir„ 
we will settle this business in my back; 
parlour ?"^ - 

. The delicacy of this behaviour, pene^ 
trated the mifldof Thaddeus;. and, with- 
out demurring, he followed him iato av 
room^ As Mr. Burnet offered his guest 
a chair, the count took off hid hat, and: 
laid it OH the table. Burnet contemplated 
the saddened dignity of bis countenance,, 
with renewed interest and respect; and,, 
entreating, him. to ba seated, resumed the; 
conversation. 

r 

'^ I see, sir, you do not understand! 
the meaning of pledgWgy; or pawning; 
for it is one and the same things but I 

P5 wilK 
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will explain it in two words. If you leave 
these things with me, I will give you a pa- 
per in acknowledgment, and lend on them 
the guineas you request; which, when 
you return to me, with a stated interest, 
you shall have your deposit in exchange?" 

Sobieski received this offer with plea- 
sure and thanks. He had entertained no 
idea of any thing more being meant by 
the trade of a pawnbroker, than a man 
who bought what others wished to sell. 

** Then, sir," continued Burnet, open- 
ing an escrutoire, ** I will give you the 
money, and wi'ite the paper I spoke of." 

As he J>ut his hand to a drawer, he 
heard voices in an adjoining passage^ and 
instantly shutting up the desk^ he caught 
up the things on the table, threw them 
behind a curtain, and hastily taking the 
count by the hand, ** My dear sir,*' cried 
he, " do oblige me, and step into that 
closet ! you will find a chair. A person 
is coming, whom I will dispatch in a few 
seconds*/* 

Thaddeus^ 
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Thaddeusy rather surprised at such hur- 
ry, did as he wa& desired ; and the dodt* 
was closed on him just as the parlour-door- 
opened. Being aware, from suchi con^ 
cealnten't, that the visitor came on secrefc 
business, be found his situation not b 
little a\ykward. I^ated behind a curtard 
window, which the lights in the rodfh 
made transparent, he could not avoid see- 
^ng, as. well as bearing, every thing that 
passed.. 

*^ My dear Mr. Burnet," cri^d an ele- 
gant young creature, who ran into thfe 
apartment, ^ positively, without ymir as- 
sistance, i shall be undone.'' 

" Any thing in my power, niadiam,r 
returned Mr. Burnet, with a distant,' 're^ 
spectful voices ^ will your ladyship sit 
down?*^ • 

** Yes ; give me a ehah- : I am hsM 
iekd with distraction. - Mr. Burdtif ^ I 
miist have < another buhdred upon thcMt 
Jewefe/' ••■:.*. •".;.• 

** Indeed, my fedy, it isnot in wf 

j> 6 powejf 
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power i you have alr:eady had twelve hun- 
dred, and, upon my honour, that is a 
hundred, and fifty more than I ought to 
iave given/' 

.. •* Pngb, who minds the honour of a 
pawnbroker!" cried the lady, laughing; 
f' you know very well you live by cheat- 
ing/' 

" Well, ma'am," returned he, with a 
goodnatured smile, " as your ladyship 
pleases." 

^^ Then 1 please that you let me have 
another hundred. Why man, you know 
you lent Mrs. Hinchinbroke two thou- 
sand upon a case of diamonds not a quar- 
ter so many as mine." 

/V But consider, madam^ Mrs. Hin- 
cbinbrok'c's were of th« best water." 

'^ Po itively, Mr. Burdet," exclaimed 
her ladyship, purpo ely miscalling his 
name, " not better than mine ! The king 
of Sardinia gave them to Sir Charles when 
he ]^nighted him. I know mine are the 
best^ and I must have another hundred. 

Upoa 
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Upon my squI, my servants have not 
had a guioea of board waged these four 
fnonths, and they tell me they are starv* 
ing.* Comfc, triake haste, Mr. Baraet; 
you cappot expect me to stay here all 
nigh* i give: rpc thcj.money." . 
. " Indeed, thy lady, I cannot." 

'^ Heavens, what a brute of a man yoit 
are ! ThereV- cried she, taking a string of 
pearls from her neck, and" throwing it oi> 
the. tabic, ^\ lend me some of your trum- 
pery out of your shop, for I am going im- 
mediately from hence to take up* the 
Misses EKiudas to the play; and so give 
me the hundred on that, aiad'lefr me go."* 

^* This is not worth a bundredi" 

" What a teasing man yon are !" eried 
Tier ladysE^ angrily. '* Well, let 'me 
bave the money now, andli will send yoii 
the bracelets which belong to the deck- 
lace to-morrow.'* 

^^ Upon those conditions*! will give 
your ladyship another hundred.'* 

<* .0> do i ymi ace . the . veriest misdr I 

• evei^ 



ever met with,. Yoa are woi^c than ^Shy- 
lock, or,— Good Lord 1 what ^5 this E*^ 
exclaimed sfae^ mterrupting hei^self^ and 
taking up the draft he bad laid before her;: 
^ and hhvc you the conscien€e to think, 
Mr. Pawnbroker, that / will t>ffer this^ 
at your banker^s? th$t I will expbse my- 
self so far ^ No, no ^' take it back, and 
give me gold. Came^ dispatch !: else I 
cannot ga to the play. Look, there i^ 
my pursCj" added: she, shewing it,. ^'n)ak<^ 
haste ami fill it" . 

After satisfying her demands. Mi". Bur- 
net haoided her ladyships out the way she^ 
came in, whidi was by a private passage ;. 
and, having/seated her m h» eahiage, 
Soadehisbow. ;/ ^ / 
^ '^l^anwhiFey the .ebixnt Soi&fesili, rapM 
|»ed iai.astoiaiishment -^ 'liie profligacy 
wlyich \hA siie]3e:^he had wiDnessect in^ 
plied^ remained in concealment aRtill the 
parVvnbcokeis retun^ed and opened tbi^ do- 
set-door. ' . • i. . 

, ^^^fiir,•] aiidhc^'edburii^i f^';^otfliaW^* 

unde* 



■l"^**.l-l«* 1 



THADT>EVS OF WARSAW. 6} 

undesignedly 00 yoar part, been privy to 
a very delicate afFair ; but my credit. Sir, 
and your hononr-— " 

" Shall both be sacred,'* replied the 
count, anxious to relieve the poor man 
from his perplexity, and forbearing to ex- 
press surprise: — But Burnet perceived it 
in his look ; and before he proceeded ta 
fulfil his engagement with him, stepped 
halfway to the escrutoire, and resumed. 

" You appear amazed, sir, at what yoii 
have seen. And, if I am not mistaken/ 
you are from abroad/' 

" Indeed I am amazed,*^ replied Sobi- 
Ciki ; ^* and I am from a country, where 
the slightest suspicion of a transaction', 
such as tlis, wbuid brand the' woman 
with irifemy /* ' - - 

" Aud so itoughti^'. answered Burnet :• 
" though, by that assertion, I speak? 
against my owirr hiterest ; fdr it is by 
such as 'Lady VflHei*s, tHat we' Aacke our 
money. ' Nfow, Sir;'* boritinutd be, draw-' 
"^ing nearer to the table, ^* perhaps; after 

what 
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what you have just beheld, you will not 
hesitate to credit what I am goiDg to tell 
you. I have now in my hands, the jewels 
of one duchess,; of three countesses, and 

a 

of women of fashion without number^ 
When these ladies have an iH run at play,, 
they apply to mc in their exigencies; they 
bring their diamonds here, and, as their 
occasions require, on this deposit I lend 
them money ; for which they make me a 
handsome present, when they are re- 
leased/' 
< 

'^Gracious Heaven P exclaimed Thad- 
deus, *' what a degrading system of de- 
ceit must govern the lives of these wo- 
men !" 

" It is very lamentable," returned Bur- 
net, " but so it is,. And they continue ta 
manage matters very cleverly. By giving- 
me their note, or word of honour, (for i£" 
^ese ladies are not honpurable with me,. 
I have thi^r reputations so- much in my 
power, that 1 keep them in awe ; and^ 
whatever be tbeir cbaracteriSj I b^ve no 

fears^ 
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fears on that head ;) I allovsr them to have 
the jewels out for the birth-days^ and re- 
ceive them again when their e&hibition is 
over. As a compensation for these little 
indulgences^ I expect considerable addi- 
tions to the present at the end.'* 

Thaddeus could hardly believe such a 
history of those women^ whom travellers 
mentioned, as not only the most lovely, 
but the most amiable creatures in the 
world. 

. ^ Surely, Mr. Burnet,*' cried he, ** theie 
women must despise each. other, and be? 
come contemptible even to our ses; T' 
. *^ O, no," VcJGwied the .pawnbroker^ 
" they, seldom trmt each other b thei^ 
dfiatrs. All my j&ir customers are not so 
silly as that pretty little lady who just now 
left us. She, and another woman of qna- 
Ji ty, have made each other, confidants in 
this, business. And Lord have mercy 
upon me when they come together ! They 
are as ravenous of my money as if it had 
no other use but to supply them. As to 

their 
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their husbands, brothers, and fathers, they 
dre VLWsiif the last people who suspect or 
iiear of these matters : Their applications, 
when tiiey run out, are made to Jewr and 
professed osurersy a race con^pletel j out 
of our line/' 

'^ But are all English woniea of qualitjr 
of this disgri^efut' stamp K' . 

** No, HcaTen forbid 1'* cried Barnet> 
^ if tiiese fema^le spendth^f w%ire not 
held in awe by the dread of superic^ ch»- 
leoters; we could have no dependence on 
their promises* O^ no;^ thefe are ladies 
about! th^ c^dort, vrhose virtufes are as emi^ 
' iiODt as their rank t vfomcn, whctee ac-i^ 
tkm^, might oil be performed in mid-day^ 
before the world y atid them, I never see 
within my doors.*^ 

« Well, Mr. Burnet;' rejomed Thad- 
deus, smiling, ** 1 am glad to hear that.. 
Yet I cannot forget, Ac unexpected view 
of the so famous British fair, which this 
night, has oflSered to my eyes*. It is 
strange t"' ' . . 

f^ It 
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** It is veiy bad indeed, sir," returned 
the man, giving him the money and tha 
paper he had been preparing ; ^ but if 
you should have occasion to call agaiil 
upon me^ perhaps you may be astonished 
still farther." 

The count bowed ; and, thanking him* 
for his kindness, wished bim a good even- 
ing, and left the ^op. 

It was about seven o'clock whdn Thad* 
deus arrived at the apothecary's. Mr. 
Vincent was from home. To say the 
truth, he had purposely gone, out of the 
way* For though he did not hesitate to 
eomimt a shabby action, he wanted cou^ 
rage to face its consequence; snd, to 
avoid the probable remonstrances of Mr»j^ 
RobsDn, he commissioned his assistant to 
receive the amount of the bill. The 
count, without making an observafion^ 
having paid the man, was returning home*- 
ward, along Duke's-street and the Piazzas 
of.Drury-lane Theatre, when .the crowd, 

press- 
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pressing- round the doors^ constrained hinr 
to stop. 

After two or three ineffectual attemptf 
to get through the bustle, without throw- 
ing himself into^ the midst of the splendid 
groupes^ which were passing from their 
carriages to the doors, he retreated a little 
behind the mob, at the moment when a 
chariot drew up, and a gentleman 8tep« 
ping out with two ladits, darted with 
them into the bouse. One glance waa 
sufficient for the count, who recognized 
bi& friend Pembroke Sonierset, in high 
dr^s^ {gay, and laughing. The heart of 
Thaddeus sprang to him at the sight; 
and,' forgetting his neglect, and his owa 
noisfortunes, be ejaculated^ 

•' Somerset !'* 

Trembling with eagcrnesaand.pleasurc^ 
he pressed through the crowd, and en^ 
tered the passage, at the instant the greea 
door ^hut in upon his friend* 
, The disappointment was dreadfuls To 

be 
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be so near Somerset^ and to lose b\tn, was 
more than he could sustain. His bound-* 
ing heart recoiled; and the chill of de- 
spair running through his veing^. turned 
him almojst faint. * Leaning against the 
door, he took his hat off to give himself a 
little air. He scarcely had* stood a rpinute 
in this situation, revolving whether .he^ 
should follow his friend into, the house, 
or wait until be came out again, when a 
gentleman begged him to make way for a 
. party of ladies that were entering, Thad- 
deus moved on one side ; but the opening 
of the green door casting a strong lights 
both on his face, and the groupe behind^ 
his eyes and those of the impertinent in- 
quisitor of the Hummums met each other. 
Whether the man were conscious that 
he deserved chastisement for his former 
insolence, and dreaded to meet it now^ 
cannot be explained ; but he turned pale, 
and shuffled by Thaddeus, as if be were 
fearful, to trust himself witl^in rqach of his 
grasp. Fpr the coun^ he was too deeply 

inter- 
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interested in his own pursuit, to waste one 
surmise upon hint. 

He continued to muse on the sudden 
and unexpected sight of Pembroke So- 
merset, which had conjui^edup ten thou- 
sand fond and distressing recollections; 
and, with irinpatient anxiety, determining 
to watch till the performance was over, be 
thought of enquiring his friend's address 
of the servants; but, on looking round 
fbr that purpose, he perceived that the 
chariot had driven away. 

Thus foiled, he returned to his post 
near the green door ; which was opened 
at intervals, by footmen, passing and re- 
passing. Seeing that the chamber within, 
"was a lobby in which it would be less 
likely that he should miss his- object, than 
if he stood without, be entered with the 
next person that approached ; and, find- 
ing -seats along the sides of the place, he 
sat down on the one nearest to the stairs. 

Hb first idea' was to proceed into the' 
plaj^!M>uee. ' But, tnt reflection^ he -con- 
sidered 
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sidered the little chance of discoireiring 
any particular individuai in so vast a 
building, as not equal to the expence he 
must incur. ' Besides^ from the dr^s$ of 
the gendemen who entered the boK-door, 
be was sensible that a great coat and 
round hat were not •admissible. 

Having remained above an hour, with 
bis eyes invariably fixed on the stairs, be 
bhseryed that same curious person^ who 
bad passed almost directly after his friend, 
coine down thestepS) iskid walk oat of the 
door. If) two minutes ^e was lietuming 
with a smirking countenance, and ^lert 
steps, when his eyes accidentally falling 
on the . count, (who sat with his arms 
iblded, and himself almo$t hidden by the 
shadow! i^ the wall,) he &ultev6d tn .his 
walk;, and, stretching out his neck to- 
wards him, the gay grin left Mb features ; 
and esclaimtng, in an impatient voic^* 
'VCoolound. bimi-' die hastened once^ 
. more into the house. " .^ 

This rcncontre.wilh^hisiHuiBuouBis itc- 
:ji.i quaintance> 
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quaintance, afFectcci Tbaddeus as . sQgbtly 
as the ibrmer $ t and witbaut annexing even^ 
a tbought to his figure^ as it flittod by 
bim, be remained wdtcbing the passage, 
until half after; eleven :. At virbich hour, 
the doors being thrown open» the com-. 
pany began. to pour fertb* 

> The counts hopes /were again on bis 
lips and in his eyei. With the first party, 
who came down the steps, he'rote; and 
planting himself close to the bottom stair,,, 
drew his hat ova: bis face> and narrowly 
examined each greupef'as it descended. 
Every bet that approached^; made bis heart 
palpitate: How often did. it rise and 
ftill, during the long succession, which 
continued moving, for near half an hour ! 
' By twelve, the hduse was cleared. He 
saw Ihe middle door locked ; and^ iho^ 
tionless wkh disappointment^ did not at*- 
tempt to stir, uniil the man^ who held the 
keys, told him iogo, as- be was about to 
fasten the other doors/ : j ' -, . . . : . 

This roused Thdddevvs ; and as be was 
: ♦ i ; .. prepar- 
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preparing to obey, he asked the man^ if 
there were any other passage from the 
boxes. 

^^ Yes,'' cried he, '^ there is one that 
leads into Drury-lane," 
' " Then, by that I have lost him !" was 
the reply which he made to himself. And 
returning homewards, he arrived there a 
few minutes after twelve. 
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CHAP. III. 

1 HADDEUS awoke in the morning with 
his heart foil of the last night's rencontre. 
One moment, he regretted that he had 
not been seen by his friend ; and in the 
next, when he surveyed his altered state, 
was almost reconciled to the disappoint- 
ment : then reproaching himself for a 
pride so unbecoming his principles, and 
dishonourable to friendship; he asked, if 
he were in Somerset's place, and Somerset 
in his, whether he could ever pardon the 
morose delicacy, which prevented the 
communication of his friend's misfortunes, 
and arrival in the same kingdom with 
himself? 

These reflections soon persuaded his 
judgment to what he was so much in- 
clined, determining him to inquire Pern- 

. . brake's 
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brokc's address of every one likely to 
know a man of Sir Robert Somerset's con- 
sequence; and then to venture a letter. 

In the midst of these mcditationis the 
door opened, and Mrs. Robson appeared, 
drowned in tears. 

" My dear, dear sir !" cried she, *' my 
William is going; I have just taken a last 
look of its sweet face. Will you go 
down, and say farewell, to the poor child 
you loved so dearly ?" 

*^ No, my good madam;" returned 
Thaddeus, bis straying thoughts at once 
gathering round this mournful centre, ** I 
will rather retain you here until the me- 
lancholy task be entirely accomplished." 

With a gentle violence he forced her 
upon a scat, and, in silence, supported 
her bead' on his breast, against which she. 
unconsciously leaned and wept. He lis- 
tened with a depressed lieart to the re* 
moval of the coffin ; and at the closing 
of the street-door, which for ever shut the 
little William from that house, in which 

z % be 
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be had been the source of f)leasure^ a tear 
trickled -down the cheek of Thaddeus; 
and the sobbings of the poor grandmother 
were audible. 

The eoiint, incapable of speaking, 
pressed her hand in his. 

" O, Mr. Constantine!'* cried she, 
*^ see how my supports, one after the other, 
are taken from me ! first my «on, and now 
his infant ! To what shall I be reduced ?" 

" You have still, my good Mrs. Rob- 
son, a friend in heaven, who will supply 
the place of all you have lost .on earth." 

'* True, dear sir ; I am a wicked crea- 
ture to speak as I have done : but it is 
hard to suffer ; it is bard to lose all we 
loved in the world]" 

*^ It is/' returned the, count, greatly af- 
fected by her grief. " But God, who is 
perfect wisdom, as well as perfect love, 
c))useth rather to profit us than to please 
us, in his dispensations. Our sweet Wil- 
liam has gained by our loss ; he is blest 
in heaven, while we weakly lament him 

on 
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otr earth. Besides, you are not yet de- 
prived of all ; you havcagrand-daughler/* 
" Ah ! poor little thing ! what will be- 
come of her when I die ^ I used to think, 

I 

what a precious brother my darling boy 
would prove to bis sbter^. when I should 
be no- more !'^ 

This additional image, which her faney 
bad conjured up, augmented the affliction . 
of the good old woman. And Thaddeu9> 
looking on her with afi'ectionote. Compaq* 
sion, excTaimed,. 

^ Mrs, Robson^ the same almighty Be- 
ing that protected me, the lab4! of niy fe- 
mily, vrill protect the orphan offspring of 
so excellent a woman. as you are." 

Mrs. Robson lifted up her h^ad f6r a 
moment. She had never before heard him 
utter a sentence of his. own history; and 
what he now said, added to the tender so- 
lemnity of bis manner^ for an instant ar* 
rested her attention.— He went on; 

" In me you see a man, who, within 
the short space of three months, has lost a 

£ 3 grand- 
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grandfather that loved bitn as fbndly as 
you did your William ; a mother, whom 
he saw expire before him, and whose sa- 
cred remains he was forced to leave in the 
hands of her murderers ! Yes, Mrs. Rob- 
son, I have neither parents nor a liome. 
I was a stranger and you took me in ; 
atid Heiven will rcwarfd your family in 
kind. At least I promise, that, whilst! 
live, whatevei* be.tmy fatej^shoukl you be 
called heiaiee, 1 wiU protect yoor grands 
daughter with a brother's fcane." 

*' May .feteavctnio Hs jiwrdy l^loBs yo^ !" 

jQried Mrs. Robson, duoppmg on her 

'knees. Thaddtenti fdiseri ;ber with gAishr- 

ing eye^^ and, haviagntapladerd lierin a 

.r^eat, lefl *the. room' for ^a&vi^ ^nimites to 

TOOovcr himself. 

In the evening Mrs. Watts^ according 
..to the count's desire, called with an esti- 
mate of thie expenccs attending the child's 
interment. Fees, and every charge col- 
lected, the demand on bis benevolence 
was six jpdunds. The sum proved rather 

more 
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more than he expected, but he paid it 
without a demur, leaving himself only a 
few shillings. 

He considered what he had done as the 
fulfilmertt of a duty so indispensable, that 
it must have been accomplished even by 
Ihe sacrifice of his uttermost farthingi 
Gratitude and distress held claims upon 
him, which be never allowed his necessi- 
ties in the smallest mstance to transgress. 
All gifts of mere generosity were beyond 
his povver, dnd consequently, in a short 
time, beyond. his wish ; but to the cry of 
want and wretchedness his hand and heart 
were ever op^^n. Often has he, in the 
street, given away to a starving child that 
pittance, which was to purchase his own 
tard meal, and never fcit such nedectof 
himself a privation. To have turned his 
eyes and cars from the little men(lic»mf, 
Woi^ld have been the hardest straggle; 
and the remembrance of such inhumanity 
would have haul) ted him on his pillow. 
This being the disposition of the count 

E 4 Sobieski, 
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Sobieski, he found it more difficult tQ 
bear calamity, when viewing another's po- 
verty whom he could not relieve, tha© 
when assailed himself, by penury in all 
its shapes of desolation. 

Towards night, the idea of Somerset 
again presented itself. When he fell 
asleep, his dreams repeated the scene at 
the play*house ; again be saw him, and 
again he eluded his gmsp. 

His waking thoughts were not less true 
to their object ; and the next morning he 
-went to a coffee house in tbe lane, where 
he called for breakfast, and inquired of 
the mastefi if be knew any thing of Sir 
J^obert Somerset. Tbe question was no 
sooner asked, than it was answered to bis 
satisfaction. The Court Guide was ex«* 
amined, and he found this address : ^ Sir 
Robert Somerset^ Bart. Grosvenor Square^ 
' — Somerset Castle^ L — shire^ — -^Decr- 
kursty C shire.* 

Gladdened by the discovery, Thaddcus 
hastened home; and, unwilling to affect 
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his friend by a sudden appearance^ with- 
an overflowing heart he wrote the follow- 
ing letter : 

^' To Pembroke Somersety E^q, Grosvenop 

Square. 

^* Dear Sonrierset ! 

'* Will the name at the bottom of this 
paper surprise you ? Will it give you' 
pleasure ? I cannot suffer myself to retain 
a doubt, although you have, by the silence 
of two years, almost convinced me that I 
am forgotten. In truth, Somerset^ I had- 
resolvcd never to obtrade myself and my 
misfortunes on your knowledge, until last 
Wednesday night, when I saw you going 
into Dfury-lane theatre ; the sight of you 
quelled all my resentment, and I called 
after yOa, but you did not hear. PardoiT 
me, niy deaf frtfcnd, that I speak of re- 
sentmetit. It is a hard lesson to- learn, 
that of being resigned to the forgetfulnfess> 
of those whom we love. 

^* Notwithstanding thati lost my pocket- 

B5 book, 
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book, M/ith your direction, in a.sktrmish, 
soon after your depdrture, I have written 
to you frequently at a venture ;. and yet, 
though you knew in what spot in Poland 
you left Tbaddeus and his family,.! have 
never heard of you since the day of our 
separation. You must have some good 
reason for your silence ; at least I hope so 
— and let me beg, that I may either hear 
from, or see you, directly after you receive 
this. 

" Doubtless, public report has afforded 
you some information relative to the de- 
struction of my ever-beloved country ! I 
bear its fate on myself. You will find me 
in a poor lodging at the bottom of St. 
Martin's lane. You will find me changed 
in every thing. The first horrors of grief 
have subsided ; and my dearest cpnsola* 
tiqn, rises in the midst of my aSlictioQ,, 
out of what was its bitterest cause ; I 
thank Heaven, that my revered grand- 
father and niother were taken from a con- 
summation of ills, that would have leduced 

them 
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them to a misery, which I am content to^ 
endure alone. 

" Come to me, dear Somerset. To look 
on you, to press you in my arms, will be- 
a happiness, which even in hope makes my 
heart throb with pleasure. 

*' I will remain at home all day to^ 
morrow, in the expectation of seeing you 5 
TTcan while adieu, mv dear Somerset f 
You will find, at No. 5, St. Martin's Lane^ 
your very affectionate 
** Thaddeus Constantine. Sobieski. 

'' Friday Ttoan. 

^ P. Si Inquire forme by the name of 
Mr. Coiistantine.'^ 

With the most . delightful emotions 
Thaddeus sealed this letter, and gave it td 
Nanny, with orders to inquire at the post- 
office when he might expect an answer. 
The child returned with information, th^t 
k would reach Grosvenor Square in an 
hour, and that he could have a ;'eply by 
three o'clock. 

E 6 Three 
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Thre6 o'clock arrived and no letter. 
Thaddcus counted the hours until niid* 
night, but they brought him nothing but 
disappointment. The whole of the suc- 
ceeding day wore away in the same un- 
comfortable manner. His heart bounded 
at every 8tep> which sounded in the pas- 
sage ; and, throwing open his room door, 
he listened to every person that spoke, 
but no voice bore any resemblance to that 
of Somerset. 

Night again shut in; and the count, 
overcome by a train of doubts, in which 
despondence held the greatest ^hare, 
threw himself on his bed, though unable 
to close his eyes. 

Whatever be our afflictions, not one 
human creature, who has endured mis- 
fortune, will hesitate to aver, that, of all 
the tortures incident to mortality, there 
are none^ like the rackings of suspence. 
It is the hell, which Milton describes with 
such horrible accuracy ; in its hot and 
eold regions^ the anxious soul is alter* 

nalely 
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nately tossed from the ardours 6 hope, to 
the petrilying rigours of doubt and dreads 
'Men who lave not been suspended be* 
tween confidence and fear, in their judg- 
ment of a beloved friend's faithfulness, are 
ignorant of * the neiDC whence agonrtsarc 
born.^ It is, when sunk in sorrow ; when 
adversity 1 ads us with divers miseries; 
and our wretchedness is complete; it ia 
then, we arc compelled to acknowledge, 
—that though life is brief^ there are ftw 
friendships which have strength to follow 
it to t he end. 

Such were the reflectioiw of the count 
Sobieski, when he arose in the morning 
from his sleepless pillow. The idea that 
the letter might have beeji delayed, af- 
fprded him a faint hope, which he che- 
rished all day, clinging to the expectation 
of seeing tiis friend before 3unset. But So- 
merset did not appear; and Thaddeus^ 
obliged to seek an excuse for his absence^ 
in the ' supposition of his aj^plicafipn hav- 
ing miscarried, determined to write odce 



more. 
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more, and to deliver the letter himself at 
kis friend's door. Accordingly, with enio- 
tions different from those witli which he 
had addressed him a lew days before^ he 
wrote these lines. 

" To Pembroke Somerset^. Esq. 

" if he, who once called Tbaddeus So- 
bteski his friend, have received a letter 
which that exile addressed to him on Fri- 
day last, this note will meet the same ne- 
glect. But if this be the first intelligence 
that tel.s Somerset, his friend is in town ;: 
perhaps he may overlook that friend-s 
change of fortune; he niiay visit him ia 
his distress, who will receive him with 
open arms at his humble abode in St. 
Martin's Lane. 

"Sunday Evenings No. 5, St. Mar- 
tin's Lane." 

Tbaddeus, having sealed the letter^, 
walked out in search ot Sir Robert So- 
merset's habitation. After some inquiries^ 
he found Grosvcnor Square; and^ not-* 
withstanding the darkness of the nighty 

was 
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was directed to the bouse, by tho light of 
the lamps and the lustres, which shon^ 
through the open windows. He besrtated 
a few minutes on the pavement, and 
looked up. An old gentleoian was stand- 
ing with a little boy at the nearest win* 
daw. Whilst the count's eyes were fixed 
on these two figures, he saw Somerset 
himself come up to the child, and lead it 
awa} towards a groupe of ladies* 

Thaddeds imiuediately flew to the door^ 
with a tremor over his frame, which comt 
municated itself to the knocker, for he 
knocked with such violence, that the door 
was opened in an instant by half a dozea 
footmen at once. He spoke to one. 

'^ is Mr Pembroke Somerset at home?'*^ 

"Yes,;' replied the man, who i bought^ 
by bis plain dress, that he could not be 
aaitiyited guest; *^ but he is engaged 
with company." 

'' I do riot want to sec him now/' re>- 
jeiaed ilte cDupt: " only give him that 
letter, for it is of cogisequenee/* 

** Certainly, 
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^* Gertainlyy sir," replie i the servant; 
and Thaddeus instantly withdrew. 

He now turned homewards^ with hi* 
mind more than comnDonly depressed* 
There w s a something in the ,whole af- 
fair which' pietced liitn to the soul. He 
had seen the hou e that contained the 
man he most warmJy loved^ but be had' 
not been admitt(d within' it He could 
not forbear reeoUeeting, that when hi* 
gates opened', wide as his heart, to wel- 
come Pembroke Somerset, how he had 
been implored by his then grateful friend, 
' to bring the palatine and tbe countess 1o 
England, where bis father wou:d be 
proud to entertain them as the preservers 
of his son. How different from these pro* 
fessions did he. find the reafity 1 -Inst^d 
of seeing the doors- unclose to receive 
him,, he was allowed to stand like sahtg'^ 
gar on the threshold, and he heard tbemr 
shut against him, whilst the form of So- 
meri^et glided above him^ even as the 
shadow of his. buried joys. 

These 
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These discomforting retrospections oa 
the past^ and painful meditations on the 
present, continued to occupy his mind, 
until passing over from Piccadilly to Co- 
ventry Street, he perceived a wretched 
looking man, almost bent double, accost^ 
ing a party of people in broken French, 
and imploring their charity. 

The voice and the accent being Scla- 
vonian, arrested the ear of Thaddeus. 
Drawing close to the man, as the party 
proceeded without taking notice of bis ap- 
plication, He hastily asked^i *< are you a 
Polander ?'' 

" Father of mercies J" cried the beggar, 
catching hold' of bis band, *' am I so 
blessed ! ha\ e I at last met him }** and^ 
bursting into tears, he leaned upon the 
arm of the count, who, hardly able to ar- 
ticulate with surprise, exclaimed, " Dear, 
worthy Butzou ! What a time is this for 
you and I to meet! But come, you must 
go home with me." 

** Willingly, my dear lord,'* returned 

he ; 
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he ; for I have none. I begged my way 
from Harwich to this town ; and have 
already spent two dismal nights in the 
streets..** 

** O, my country I" cried the full heart 
of Tbaddeu^. 

" Yes," continued the poor old soldier, 
" it received its death-wound when Kos- 
ciuszko and my honoured master fell." 

Thaddeus could not reply ; but, sup- 
porting the exhausted frame of bis friend, 
who was hardly able to walk, after a few 
minutes, gladly descried his own door. 

The widow opened it the moment he 
knocked ; and, seeing some one with him, 
was retreating, when Thaddeus, who 
found from the silence of Butzou, and his 
increasing feebleness, that he was faint- 
ing, begged her to allow him to take his 
companion into her kitchen. She instantly 
made way, and the count placed the novv 
insensible old man in the arm-chair by 
the fire. 

" He is my friend, my father*s fiienfl ! ' 

cried 
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cried Thaddeus, looking at his pale and 
haggard face, with a strange wildness in 
his own features, ^* for heaven's sake give 
me something to restore him !" 

Mrs. Robson, in dismay, and literally 
having nothing better in the house, gave 
him fl glass of water. 

'*That will not do;*' exclaimed he, 
still ui>holding the oiOtionless body on his 
arm, « have you no wine? nothing ? He 
is dying for want" 

** None, sir ; I bave4ione ;" answered 
she, frightened at the vwk^at of his 
iHanner ; ** run, Nsmny^ and borrow some 
of Mrs. Watta." . 

" I)o," saidThaddeus; " and bring «ie 
a bottle from the iie»nnt mti." As he 
spoke, be threw her the -only half-guinea 
be possessed, and added, '*'fly, for he 
may die in a moment," 

The child fletv like lightning, to the 
Golden-cross ; and brought -in the wine, 
just as Butzou had opened :his eyes, and 
was gazing at Tbaddeus, with a languid 

agony. 
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agony^ that penetrated bis^ souh Mrsw 
KobsoQ held the water to bis lips. He 
swallowed a little^ and scarcely articu* 
lated^ whibt bis head dropped back on* 
the chair^ ^^I am peri3bing for waat of 
food." 

Thaddeus caught the bottlAfrom Nan*- 
ny, and,, pouring some wine into a glass^ 
made him drink nearly all. This^ draught 
a little revived him^ He raised hims^lT 
in bis seat ; and, though still panting and 
speechless, leaned bis swimming bead 
upoa the bosom of hie friend, who knelt 
by his side,, whilst Mrs. Robson was pre*- 
paring some toasted bread and mulled 
wine. 

After much exertion between the good 
.'landlady and the coutit, they sufficiently 
recovered the poor invalid, ta enable lum 
to walk up stairs, and lay down on the 
bed. The drowsiness usually attendant 
on debility, aided by the fumes of the 
wine, threw him into an immediate and 
deep sleep. 

Thaddeus 
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Tbaddeus seeing him at rest, thought it 
proper to rejoin Mrs. Robson ; and by a 
partial history of his friend^ acquaint her 
with the occasion of the foregoing scene. 
He found the good woman surprised and 
concerned^ but no way displeased ; and^ 
iti a few words, he gave her a sum- 
tnary explanation of the precipitancy with 
which, without her permission, he had 
introduced a stranger under her roof. 

The substance of what he said, related, 
diat the person up stairs, having served 
with him in the army, — on the ruin of his 
country, (which he could .no longer con- 
ceal was Poland,) he hastened in quest 
of him to England ; and, in his journey, 
he sustained misfortunes, which had re- 
xluced him to the state she saw. 

" I met him," continued he, '* as a 
beggar in the street ; and, whilst he lives, 
I shall hold it my duty to protect him. I 
love him for his own sake, and I honour 
him for my grandfather's. Besides, Mrs. 
Robson,*' cried he, with additional energy, 

** before 
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** before I left my country, I made a vow 
to my sovereign, that wherever I should 
meet this brave old man, I would serve 
him to the last hour of his life. There- 
fore we must part no more. Will you 
give him shelter?" added he, in a sub- 
dued voice, '* Will you allow me to re- 
tain him in my apartments?" 

** Willingly, sir ; but hpw can I ac- 
commodate hitn? he is already in your 
bed, and I have not one to spare." 

^* Leave that to me, best, kindest of 
women. !" exclaimed the count ; " your 
permission has rendered me happy/' 

He then wished her a good night i and 
returning up stairs, wrapped himself in 
his dressing-gown, and passed the night 
by the little fire of the sitting room. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 



Owing to comfortable refreshment, and 

a night of undisturbed sleep, General 
Butzou awoke in the morning much reco- 
vered from the weakness, which subdued 
him the preceding day, 

Thaddeus observed this change with 
pleasure* Whilst he sat by his bed, mi- 
nistering to him with the care of a son, he 
dwelt with a melancholy delight on his re- 
verend features ; and listened to his Ian« 
gnid voice, with those tender associations 
of the heart, which are delicious, though 
they pierce it with anguish. 

*^ Tell me, my dear general,** said he, 
^^ for I can bear to hear it now ; tell me 
what has befallen my unhappy country 
since I quitted if 

" Every calamity/' cried the brave old 

man 
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man^ shaking bis head^ '* that tyranny 
could devise/' 

<* Well, go on i" returned the county 
with a smile^ which too truly declared that 
the composure of his air was assumed ; 
^^ we^ who have beheld her sufferings and 
yet live^ need not fear hearing them de- 
scribed ! Did you see the king before he 
left Warsaw ? He told me, that he was 
to be banished to Grodno some time in 
the- last month." 

** No,'* replied Butzou, *^ our oppres- 
sors took care of that. Whilst you, ray 
lord, were recovering of your wounds 
in the citadel, I set off for Sachoryn to 
join prince Poniatowski. In my way 
thither I met some soldiers, who informed 
me, that bis highness, having been com"> 
pelled to discharge the troops, was re- 
turning to support his brother under the 
indignities, which the haughtiness of Su- 
warrow might premeditate. I then di- 
rected my steps towards Sendomir^ wbaie 
I hoped to find Wawrzecki with a few 

^ faithful 
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faithful followers ; but here too I was dis- 
appointed. Two days before my arrival^ 
that general had^ according to orders, 
disbaaded the whole party. I now found 
that Poland was completely in the hands 
of her ravagers, and I prepared to return. 
I was shocked and agonized at every step 
J re-trod. I beheld the shores of the Vis- 
tula lined on every side with Russian 
troops. Ten thousand were posted on her 
banks^ and eighteen thousand amongst 
the ruins of Prague and Villanow. 

^^ When I approached the walls of 
Warsaw, imagine, my dear count, how 
great was my indignation! How bar- 
barous, how unmanly, the conduct of 
our enemies 1 Batteries of cannon were 
erected around the city, which, on the 
least symptom of discontent, were com- 
manded to level it with' the ground. 

" On the morning of my arrival, I was 
hastening to the palace, to pay my duty 
to the king, when a Russian officer inter- 
cepted me, and threatened, that if I at- 

VOL. II. * F , tempted 
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tempted to pass^ my obstinacy should be 
fatal. to me, and hazardous to his Ma- 
jesty ; whose confinement, and sufferings 
were augmented in proportion to the ad- 
herents he retained amongst the Poles. . 
Hearing this, I was turning away, over- 
whelmed with grief and anger, just as the 
doors of the audience-chamber opened^ 
and the counts Potocki, Kilinski, and se« 
veral others of your grandfather's dearest 
friends, were led out under a strong 
guard. I was standing motionless with 
surprise, when Potocki, perceiving me, 
held forth his hand* I took it, and, 
wringing it, in the bitterness of my heart 
uttered some words, which I cannot re- 
member, but the Russian bade me be- 
ware how I again gave way to such inju- 
rious warmth. 

" Farewell, my worthy general,'* said 
the count, *^ you see we are arrested. We 
loved Poland too faithfully for her ene- 
mies ; and for that reason we are to be sent 
prisoners to Pelertburgh. Sharing the fate 

of 
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ef Kosciuszko, our chains are our 'dis- 
tinction ; such a collar of meritj is the 
most glorious order which the imperial 
Catharine can bestow : — ^The knights of 
St Stanislaus would reject all other from 
her hands." — " Sir, I cannot admit of 
this conversation/' cried the officer of the 
guard ; and commanding the escort to 
proceed,—-! lost sight of these illustrious 
patriots, probably for ever. 

*^ I understood from the few Poles who 
remained in the citadel, that the good 
Stanislaus was to be sent on the same dis- 
mal journey to Grodno the next day. 
They also told me, that you had quitted 
Poland the moment your wounds would 
allow you to move, that you might avoid 
the sight of Suwarrow's triumphant entry, 
which happened on the 9th of November 
last. On the eighth, I believe, you left 
Warsaw for England.'' 

*^ Yes,*' replied the count, who listened 
with a breaking heart to this distressing 

F ^ ^ narrative ; 
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oatt$atj)?e; "0ivJ doubtless, I saved my- 
s^y much misery ?'* 

^^ You did. One of the mjigistrates de- 
scribed to me the -whole sitene, at which 
I wQuM not i)ave been present for worlds. 
He tpld me, that when the morning ar- 
rived, in which the Russian was to make 
bis public entree, not a citizen would be 
seen, that was not brought out by com- 
pulsion. A dead silence reigned in the 
streets ; the doors and windows of every 
house remained so closed, that a stranger 
might have supposed it to be a general 
mourning; and it was the bitterest, which 
could have falle.n upon our souls !^ .At this 
moment, when Warsaw, I may say, lay 
dying at the feet of her conqueror, the 
Russian troops marched into the city, and 
lined the roads, the only spectators of 
their own horrible tragedy. At length, 
with eyes which could no longer weep, 
the magistrates, reluctant, and full of in- 
dignation, proceeded to meet Suwarrow, 
on the bridge of Prague, When they 

came 
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came near the procession^ they piresented 
the keys of Warsaw on their kness ■ /* 

*' On their knees !" interrnpted Thad- 
deus, starting up, and the Wood flusfekig 
over his face. 

" Yes/' answered Biitzou, *^ on their 
knees" 

** Father of heaven I" exclaimed the 
count, walking about the room with emo- 
tion, " why did not the earth open anrd 
swallow them ? Why did riot the b^ood, 
which saturated the spot on which they 
knelt, cry out to them ? O Butzoii, this 
humiliation of Poland is worse tome than 
all her miseries !'* 

** I felt as you feel, my lord ;" conti- 
iiaed thff general, *^ and I expf^ssed 
myself with the same resentment ; bat 
the magistrate, who related to me the cir- 
cutnstance, urged, in excuse for himself 
and bis brethren, that such a forrh vafe fic- 
cesaary ; and had they refused, probably 
their lives would have been forfeited. 

*• Well," inquired ThaddeiJs, rcsuhiing 

F 3 bis 
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his seat^ ^^ but where was the king during 
this transaction ?" 

'^ In the castle^ where he soon under- 
went a similar scene ; and received orders^ 
to be present next day at a public thanks- 
giving 5 at which the inhabitants of War- 
saw were also forced to attend, to perform 
a te Deum in gratitude for the destruction 
of their country. I thank Heaven that I 
was spared from witnessing this mon-> 
strous blasphemy ; I was then at Sendo- 
mir. The day after I heard these horrid 
accounts, I saw the carriage, which con- 
.tained the good Stanislaus, guarded, like a 
traitor's, out of the gates ; and that very 
hour I left the city. I travelled towards 
Hamburgh, where I took my passage to 
Harwich. Owing to excessive fatigue, 
one of my old wounds broke out afresh ; 
and, continuing ill a week, I expended 
all my money. Reduced to my last shil- 
Ui^grand eager to find you, I begged my 
way from that town to this. I had already 
i^pent two miserable days and nights in 

the 
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the open air, with no other sustenance 
than the casual charity of passengers, 
when heaven 3ent you to save me from 
perishing in the streets/' 

£utzou pressed the hand of his young 
friend, as he concluded. Displeasure still 
kept its station on the count's features. 

The good general observed it with sa- 
tisfaction, well pleased that indignation at 
the supposed pusillanimity of his country- 
men, prevented those bursts of grief, which 
he had expected from his sensible nature, 
when he should be informed that the ruin 
of Poland was confirmed. 

Towards evening, general Butzou fell 
asleep. Thaddcus, leaning back in his 
chair, fixed his eyes on the fire, and mused 
with amazement and sorrow, on what had 
passed. When it was almost dark, and 
he was yet lost in reflection, Mrs. Robson 
gently opened the door, and presenting a 
letter ; " Here sir,** said she, " is a let- 
ter, which a servant has just left ; he told 
me it required no answer." 

F 4 Thaddeus 
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Tbaddeus sprung from his seat at the 
sight of the paper^ and^ almost catching it 
from her, his former gloomy cogitations 
dispersed before the hopes and fond emo- 
tions of friendship, which now lit up in his 
bosom. Mrs. Robson withdrew. He 
looked at the superscription, it was the 
hand-writing of his friend. Tearing it 
asunder, two folded papers presented thcm- 
sdves^ he opened them, and they were 
his own letters, returned without a word* 
His beating heart was suddenly checked* 
Letting the papers fall from his hand, he 
dropped on a seat, and closed his eyfes, as 
if he would shut them from the world and 
its Jngratitude. 

Unable to recover from astonishment^ 
'his thoughts whirled about in a succession 
of accusations, surmises, and doubts^ 
which setmed for a few minutes to drive 
bim to distraction. 

" Was it really the hand of Somerset ?'* 

Again he examined the envelope. It 
was; and the enclosures were his own 

letters^ 
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letters, without one word of apology for 
such ingratitude, 

** Could he make one? No," replied 
Thaddeus to himself. " Unhappy that I 
am, to have been induced to apply tvvjce 
to so despicable a man ! Oh, Somerset,'* 
cried he, looking at the papers as they lay 
before him, *^ was it necessary that insult 
should be added to unfaithfulness and in- 
gratitude, to throw me off entirely ? Good 
hearen ! did he think, because I wrote 
twice, I would persecute him with appli- 
cations ? Well, I have been told this of 
mankind; but, that I should find it in 
him !" 

In this way, ggitated and muttering, 
and walking up and down the room, h^ 
spent another wakeful and cheerless night* 

Next morning, when the count went 
down stairs to beg Mrs. Robson to attend 
his friend until his return^ she mentioncfl 
what uneasiness he occasioned her the 
preceding night, as sbe heard bin) most 
of the tame moviiag above her head. Hp 

i 5 was 
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was accounting to her for his restlessness, 
by complaining of a head-ache, when she 
interrupted him by saying, '^ O no, sir ; 
I am sure it is the hard boards you lie on, 
to accommodate the poor old gentleman. 
I am certain you will make yourself ill.'* 

Thaddeus thanked her for her solici- 
tude , but, declaring that all beds, hard 
or soft, were alike to him, he left her; 
and, with his drawings in his pocket, once 
more took the path to Great Nc;wport 
Street. 

Indignatfon against his fickle friend, 
and anxiety for the tranquillity of general 
Butzou, whose age, infirmities, and suf- 
ferings, threatened a speedy termination 
of his life, determined the count, to sa- 
crifice all false delicacy and weakness, and 
to hazard another attempt, at acquiring 
the means of affording those comforts to 
the sick veteran, which his condition de- 
manded. Happen how it would, he re- 
solved that Butzou should never know 
the complete wreck of his property. He 

^hud- 
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shuddered at loading him with the addi« 
tional distress^ of thinking that he was a 
burthen on his protector. 

Thaddeus passed the* door of the print- 
seller who behaved so ill to him on bis 
first application ^ and walking to the far- 
thest shop on the same side, entered it, 
and, laying his drawings on the counter, 
requested the master to look at them* 
The man opened the packet; and the 
county dreading a second repulse, or even 
more than similar insolence, hastily added: 

" They are scenes in Germany. If you 
like to have them, their price is a guinea.'* 

" Are you the painter, sir ?" asked the 
man. 

*^ Yes, sir. Do they please you ?'' 

^ Yes ;" answered the man, examining 
them nearer, " there is a breadth and 
freedom in the style which is novel, and 
may take. I will give you your demand* '* 

Thaddeus rejoiced that he had suc- 
ceeded where be entertained no hope, 

p 6 with 
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with a bow was leaving the shop, when 
the man called after him, *^ Sir! sir !'* 

Thaddeus returned, prepajed to hear 
some impertinent remark. 

It is strange, but it is true ; that those 
who have been thrust by misfortune to a 
elate beneath their birth and expectations^ 
consider themselves the objects of univer- 
sal hostility. They see.contempt in every 
eye, they suppose insult in every word ; 
the slightest neglect is sufficient to set 
the sensitive pride of the unfortunate in a 
blaze : and, alas ! how little is thi^ sensi- 
bility respected by the rich and gay in 
their dealings with . the unhappy ! To 
what an addition of misery are the 
wretched exposed ; meeting not only 
those contumelies, which the prosperous 
are not backward to bestow, but those 
fancied ills, which, however unfounded^ 
keep the mind in a constant fever with it- 
self, and warfare with the surrounding 
world ! * 

Repeated 
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Repeated insults, in Aided info the count 
Sobieski, mufch bf this Jiriticipatin^ irrita- 
bility ; and it was with a very haughty 
step, that be turned back, to hear what 
the printseller meant to feay. 

^^ I only Want to askj whether you fol- 
low this art as a profession ?" 

'' Yes." 

** Then, I shall be glad if yoil can fur- 
Tiish me with six such drawings every 
week." 

•^Certainly^" replied Thaddeus, pleased 
with the probability of securing something 
towards the support of his friend. 

'** Then bring me another half dozen 
next Monday.'* 

Thaddeus promised^nd wilh a relieved 
thind took his way homewards. 

Who is there in England that doed n6t 
remember the dreadful winter of I794> 
when the whole country lay buried in k 
thick icfe, which seetned eternal ? Oytt 
that ice, and through those snows, tlie vte- 
neraWe general 3utzou bejggted bis wa;f 

from 
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from Harwich to London. He rested at 
night under 1he shelter of some shed or 
out-house; and cooled his feverish thirst 
with a little water, taken from under the 
broken ice which locked up the springs. 
The effect of this was a painful rheuma- 
tism, which fixed itself in his limbs, and 
now rendered them nearly useless. 

Two or three weeks passed over the 
heads of the general and his young pro- 
tector: Thaddeus cheering the old man 
with his smiles; and he^ in return, im- 
parting the only pleasure to him, which 
bis melancholy heart could receive ; the 
conviction that his attentions and afFection 
were productive of comfort. 

In the exercise of these duties, the count 
not only found his health gradually re- 
cover its tone, but his mind become more 
tranquil, and less prone to those sudden 
floods of regret^ which were rapidly sap- 
ping his life. By a strict economy on 
bis own partj he managed to pay the wi- 
dow and support his friend out of the 

weekly 
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weekly profits of his drawings, which were 
now and then augmented, by a commis- 
sion to do one or two more than the stt* 
pulated number. 

Thus, conversing with Butzou, reading 
to him when awake, or pursuing bis draw- 
ing when he slept, Thaddeus spent the 
time until the beginning of March. 

One fine star-light evening in that 
month, just before the frodt broke up, 
after painting all day, he put on his hat^ 
and, desiring little Nanny to take care of 
the general, he left his work at the print- 
seller's and then proceeded through Piccaf- 
dilly, intending to go as far as Hyde Park 
corner, and return. 

Much pleased with the beauty of the 
night, he walked on, not remarking that 
he had passed the turnpike, until he heard 
a scream* The sound seemed to come 
from near the Parlc-wall. He hurrieH 
-along, and, at a short distance, perceived 
^ woman struggling with a man^ who was 

swefiN 



lift THAPDEV9 OF WARSAW* 

sweafitlg^ and behaving in a very brutal 
manner. 

Without a moment's hesitation, Thad- 
deus, with one blow of his arm, sent the 
fellow reeling against the wall. Rut, 
whilst he supported the outraged person, 
who was fainting, the man recovered him- 
self, and, flying at her ehampion, aimed a 
stroke at his bead with an immense blud- 
geon, which the count catching hold of, 
as it despended, wrenched out of his 
hand. The horrid oaths of the ruffian, 
and the hysterical shrieks of the woman, 
collected a mob, when the villain, fearing 
worse usage, made off,, and left Thaddeus 
to restore the terrified woman at bis 
leisure. 

As soon as she was able to speak, she 
, thanked her deliverer^ in a voice and lan- 
guage, which assured him that it was no 
common person whom he had befriended. 
Though, in the circumstance of her disr 
tressy all would have been the same tp 

him J 
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him ; a helpless female was insulted^ and^ 

whatever her rank might be, he thought 

•she had an equal claim on his protection* 

The mob dispersed; and the count, 
finding the lady capable of walking, 
begged permission to see her safe home. 

** I thank you, sir," replied she ; " and 
I accept your offer with gratitude. Be- 
sides, after your generous interference, it 
is requisite I should account to you how 
a woman of niy appearance, canre out at 
this hour without attendance. I have ha 
other excuse to advance for such impru- 
dence, than the declaration, that I have 
often done so with impunity. I have a 
friend, whose husband being in the 
guards, lives near the barracks. We oftea 
drink tea wfth each other ; sometimes my ' 
servants come for me ; and sometimes^ 
when I am wearied and indisposed, I come 
away earlier, and alone. This happened 
to-night : and 1 have to thank your gal- 
lantry, sir, for my rescue froift the first 

outrage 
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outrage of the kind which ever assailed 



ine. 



By the time that a few more corapli- 
mentary words on her side, and a modest 
reply from Thaddeos, had passed, they 
stopped before a house in Grosvenor Placc^ 
The lady knocked at the door ; and^ as 
soon as it was opened, the count was 
taking his leave, but she laid her hand oa 
bis arnl, and exclaimed^ 

" No, sir ; I must not lose the proba- 
bility of convincing you, that you have 
not succoured a person unworthy of your 
kindness. I entreat you to walk in V* 

Thaddeus was too much pleased with 
her manner not to accept this ihvitatioii. 
He followed her up stairs into a drawing- 
room, where a young lady was seated at 
work» 

" Miss Egerton," cried the lady, as 
she entered and introduced the count, 
*' here is a geptleman, who has this mo- 
ment saved me from the hands of a ruf- 
fian. 
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fian. You must assist me to express Tny 
gratitude." 

" I would with all my heart," returned 
she ; " but your ladyship confers benefits 
so well, you cannot be at a loss bow to 
receive them." 

Thaddeus took the chair which a ser- 
vant set for him, and, with mingled plea- 
sure and admiration, turned bis eyes on 
the lovely woman whom he had rescued^ 
She threw off her cloak and veil, and dis<» 
played a figure, and countenance, so full 
of dignity and interest, that he formed aa 
immediate desire to secure her acquaint- 
ance. 

Her ladyship begged him to lay aside 
bis great-coat, as she must insist upon his 
supping with ber. There was a com- 
manding softness in her manne;*, and a 
gentle, yet unappealable decision in her 
voice, which he could not withstand ; and 
he prepared to -obey, although be was 
aware, that the fashion and richness of the 
military dress concealed under bis coat» 

would 
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would give her ideas, which his Bitnation 
could not answer. 

The lady did not notice his hesitation^ 
but, ringing the bell, desired the servant 
to take the gentleman's hat and coat. 
Thaddcus instantly saw in the looks of 
both the ladies what he feared. 

*^ I pierceive," said the elder, as she took 
her seat, ^* that my deliverer is in the 
army j yet I do not recollect having seen 
that uniform before." 

** I am not an Englishman," returned 
he. , 

** Not. an Englishman!" exclaimed 
Miss Egerton, ^' and speak the language 
so accurately ! You cannot be French .^** 

^^ No, madam; I had the honour of 
(Serving under the king of Poland.*' 

^^ Then, his was a very gallant court I 
suppose/* rejoined Miss Egerton, with a 
smile ; *^ for I am sorry to say, that there 
are few about St. James's, who would 
have ventured to have done what you did 
by lady Tinemouth.*' 

The 
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The count returned the young lady's 
smile. 

^* I have seen too little, madam, of 
Snglisbmen of rank, to shew any gal* 
lantry in defending this part of my sex 
against so fair an accuser." Indeed he 
recollected the officers in the park, and 
the perfidy of Somerset^ and thought, that 
he bad no reason to give them more of 
his respect, than their country woman con- 
sidered fit to bestow. 

^^ Come, come, Maria," cried lady 
Tinemouth ; ^^ though no woman has less 
cause to speak well of mankind than I 
have, I will not permit my countrymen to 
be run down in toto. I dare say ' this 
gentleman will agree with me, that it 
shews neither a candid nor a patriot 
spirit." 

*^ I dare say he will not agree with you, 
lady Tinemouth. No gentleman yet, 
who had his wits about him, ever agreed 
with an elder lady against a younger. 
Now, Mr. Gentleman ! for it seems that 

is 
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is the name by which wc are to address 
you, what do you say ?'* 

Thaddeus almost laughed at the singu- 
lar way she had chosen to ask his nam6 ; 
and, allowing some of the gloom^ which 
generally obscured his fine eyes, to dis*- 
perse^ be answered her with a smile, 

" My name is Constantine." 

^^ Well, you have replied to my last 
question first y but I will not let you ofF 
about my bearish cotmtrymen. Don't 
you think, Mr. Constantine, that I may 
call them so, without any breach of good 
manners to them, or duty to my country ? 
For you see her ladyship hangs much 
upon patriotism." 

Lady Tinemouth shook her head. 

" O Maria, Maria, you are a strange 
mad-cap." 

^^ I don't care for that ; I will have Mr. 
Constantine's unprejudiced reply. I am 
sure, if he had taken as long a time in an- 
swering your call, as he docs mine, the 
ruffian might have killed and eaten you 

too. 
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tooj before lie moved to your assistance. 
Come^ sir^ may I not say that they are 
bears ?'' 

" Certainly. A pretty woman may say 
any thing." 

** Positively, Mr. Constantine^ I won't 
endure contempt ! Say such another word, 
juid I will call you as abominable an ani* 
mal as the worst of them." 

" But I am not a proper judge, Miss 
Egerton. I have never been in company 
with any of these men ; so, to be impar- 
tial, I must suspend my opinion/' 
*^ And not believe my word ?"" 
Thaddeus bowed. 

" There, lady Tinemouth," cried shrf, 
affecting pet, " take your champion to 
yourself; he is too great a savage for 



me. 



" Thank you, .Maria," returned her 
ladyship, giving her hand to the count to 
lead her to the supper-room ; " This is 
the way she quarrels with every man that 
comes into my house, and then her ill 

humour 
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humour transforms them to its own like* 



ness." 



^^ And where is the man,'* observed 
Thaddeus,. ** who would not be happy 
under the spells of so beautiful a Circe ?'* 

'« It won't do, Mr. Constaptine," cried 
she, taking her place opposite to him ; 
" my anger is not to be appeased by call- 
ing me names ; you don't mend the mat- 
ter much, by likening me to a helithen 
and a witch.*' 

iLady Tinemouth bore her part in the 
conversation of the evening in a strain 
more in unison with the count's mind. 
However, he found no inconsiderable de- 
gree of amusement from the unreflecting 
volubility, and giddy sallies of her friend -, 
and, on the whole, spent the, few hours he 
passed there, with some perceptions of his 
almost forgotten sense of pleasure. 

He was in an elegant apartment, he 
was in the company of two lovely and ac- 
complished women, and he was^ the ob- 
ject of their entire attention and gratitude. 

He 
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He had been used to such scenes in his 
days of happiness^ when he was * the ex- 
pectancy and rose of the fair state, the 
glass offashiony and the mould ofform, 
the observed of all observers;' and their 
xe-appearance^ awakened^ with tender re- 
membrances, an associating sensibilityi 
which made him rise with regret whea 
the clock struck one* 

Lady Tinemouth bade him good night> 
with an earnest request that he would 
shortly repeat his visit. This invitation 
gratified him much; and they partedi 
mutually delighted with each other. 
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Jrii EASED as the cefunt wjb, with the ac- 
<|irainrtance to which bis gallantry had in- 
troduced him^ he did not repeat his call 
for along tixne. 

A few mornings after hfs nrceftirtg with 
Lady Tinemouth, the hard frost broke up. 
The change in the atmosphere so dVead* 
fully aiRjcted the general, by producing a 
relapse of his rheumatic fever, that his 
friend watched by his pillow night and 
day for ten days. At the end of this pe- 
riod, he recovered sufFwiently to sit up 
and read ; or to amuse himself, by regis- 
tering the melancholy events of the last 
campaigns, in a large book, with plans of 
the different battles. The sight of this 
volunve would have distressed Thaddeus, 
l)ad be not seen that it ^^orded comfort 

to 



to the poor veterans whom* it traneported 
back into the midst of scenes on wbicii 
be delighted ta dweU; yet, be woerid 
often lay dowA bis pen^ sbat tt|e hookp. 
and weep like an infants 

The count left him one morning; at 
this employment^ and strolle<l out with 
the intention of calling oa Lady Tiac^ 
mouth. As be walked ^long by Portbadt- 
house^ he perceived Pembroke Somerset 
with a gentleman leaning on his arm,, 
coming out of Bond-^street. 

All the blood 'm the count^s body 
seemed rushing to his heart He trem« 
bled. The ingenuous smile on his fricnd^s 
countenance, and his features so sweetly 
marked with frankness, made his resolu-* 
tion falter* 

" But proofs/- cried he to himself, ^ arft 
absolute P* and turning bis &ce to a stated 
of books which was near him, he 6tood 
there until Somerset- had passed. He 
went by him speaking these words : 
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^^ I trust, father, that ingratitude is not 
bis vice." 

" But it is yours, Somerset 1" mur* 
mured Thaddeus, as for a moment he 
^azed after them, and then proceeded on 
his walk. 

When his name was announced at 
Xady Tinemottth's, he found her ladyship 
^nd another lady, but not Miss Egerton. 
Xady Tinemouth expressed her pleasure 
•at this visit, ^nd her surprise that it had 
been so long deferred.' 

*^ The pain of such an apparent neg- 
lect of your ladyship's goodness," replied 
he, ^* has been added to my anxiety for 
the declining health of a friend, whose in- 
<:reased illness is my apology." 

** I wish," returned her ladyship, her 
eyes beaming approbation, " that all my 
friends could excuse their absence so 

well r 

^^ Perhaps they might if they chose ;'* 
observed the other lady, ** and with equal 
sincerity," Thaddeus 
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Thaddeus understood the incredulity 
couched under these vvordsu So did Lady 
Tinemouthv 

^' However,'*' rejoined slic, "be satis- 
fied, Mr. Constantine, tliat I believe yotb 
sincere/* 

The count bowed. 

« Fie, Lady Tinemouth!'^ cried the^ 
lady, '^ you. are partial ; nay, you are ab- 
surd ; did you ever yet hear a man speak 
truth to a wonian ?• * 

"Lady Sara T* replied her ladyship,, 
with one of those arch glances which sel* 
dom visited her eyes, " where will Be your 
vanity if I assent to this ?" 

" In the moon, with man's sincerity." 

Thaddeus paid little attention to this> 
dialogue. His thoughts,^ in spite of him« 
self, were wandiering after the figures of 
Somerset and his father. 

Lady Tinemouth, whose fancy had not 
been quiet about him, since the hour in 
which chance introduced him to her ac- 
quaintance^, observed his present absence 

03 without 
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witboirt noticing ft. Indeed, the fruitful 
imagination of Maria Egerton had not 
lain still. She declared, " that he was a 
soldier by his dress ! a man of rank, from 
his manners; an Apollo m his person; 

« 

and a hero from his gallantry I" 

Thus did Miss Egerton describe him to 
Lady Sara Roos; " and," added she, 
•* what convinces me, that he h a man of 
fashion, he has Dot been within these 
waUs, since we told him, that we should 
take it as a favour," 

Lady Sam ^vas eager to see this hand- 
some stranger. Having previously de- 
termined to drop in at Lady Tinemouth*s, 
under some excuse or other, every tnom- 
ing, until her curiosity was ^atifiicd, she 
was not a little pleased when she heard 
his oame announced. 

I^ady Sara was married 3 but she was 
young and beautiful also, and she liked 
that her power should be acknowledged 
^y others besides her husband. The in- 
vtant aifae behekl the ^ount Sobieski, -she 

formed 
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formed the wish to entangle him in her 
* chains. She learnt^ by his pale counte- 
nance and thoughtful air, that he was a 
melancholy character, and, above all 
things, she isigfaed for such a lover. She 
expected to receive from one of his cast, » 
tenderness, a devotednessi la abort, a 
fervent, wild, and romantic passion, whiciv 
would feed on her sighs, and its own iires, 
to eternity. Thaddeus appeared to her to 
be the very creature of whom she bad 
%een in search. His abstraction, his voice 
and eyes, the one so touching, the other 
«o neglectful of any thii^ bot the ground, 
were irresistible, and she resolved Grata 
ihat naomeat (ia ber own words) ^^ ta 
make a dead «et at hitn/' 

Lady Tinesaaouthj not lesi pleased witb 
this second view of her new acquaintance, 
than she had been at ihe first, directed her 
<liscou3«e to bimi Accompanied by all that 
winning interest so eodearing to a liberal 
heart. Whilst she was ^ipcaking. Lady 
S^ wbQ never augured well to the sue- 

G4 cesa 
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cess of her fascinations^ when thecoantess 
addressed herself to any of her victims, 
tried every means in her power to draw 
aside the attention of the count. She 
played with her ladyship's dog ; but, that 
not succeeding, she determined to strike 
him at once with the elegance of her 
figure. Complaining of heat, she threw 
off a large green velvet mantle, which she 
wore, and, rising from her chair, walked 
towards the window. 

When she looked round to enjoy her 
victory, she saw that this manoeuvre had 
failed like the rest; for the provoking 
coUntess was still standing between her 
and Thaddeus. Almost angry, she flung 
open the sash, and, putting her head out 
of the window, exclaimed in her best mo« 
dulated tones, 

«< How d'ye do ?'' 

*^ I hope your ladyship is well this fine 
morning!" was answered in the voice of 
Pembroke Somerset. 

Thaddeus grew pale, and the countess 

feeling 



THADDBUS OF WARSAW. 1%^ 

feeling the cold, turned- round to ask 
Lady Sara to whom- she was speaking. 

*^ To a pest of mine, my dear," re-^ 
turned she; and, then stretching out 
her neck, she resumed^ ^^ But where^. 
in the name of Heaven, are you go* 
ing, Somerset,, with all that travelling 
apparatus ?" 

^^ To Deerburst ; we are going to take- 
Lord Aran down. But I keep your lady* 
. ship in^ the cold. Good morning.*' 

"My compliments to Sir Robert 
©odd bye! good byel'* and, waving her 
white hand,, until his curricle was out of 
sight; when she turned round,, her dfe« 
aires were gratified, for the elegant stranger 
was standing with his eyes fixed* oa that 
band. Bu^ bad she known, that, for any 
cognizance they took of its beauty,: they 
might as well have been fixed on vacancy^ 
she would not have pulled down the win- 
dow, and reseated herself with* such an 
air of triumph. 

05 The 
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Tbe <3«^afrit tbdk iis ^eatt wtfli a stgh, 
and Lftdy Tineme^»fli did (be dame. 

" So, the* is «be son of Sir Rofbert So- 
ttifersc*?" 

'^ Yes,'' replied ber ladyship, '* and 
'wfca* <to you think -of him ? He is ealled 
v^ry tia«dsoi»e.*' 

" Your ladyship has forgotten that I 
lam tiear-sighted,''*an6weFed the countess ; 
^ I could Btt discriminate bis features, 
but I think bw figure fine. 1 remember 
^is fether \\a% a handsome tnao, and a 
tnaa of won^ful talents." 

** That may be," remimed Lady Sara, 
ivughing, wnd anxious to excite some 
emotion of rividry in the breast of Thad- 
^deuis. ^^ I am «ure I ought not to call in 
'^nastion his talents and taste, for be has 
often wished that fate had re^^erved me for 
im wa.'* Her lady^ip «ighed, and looked 
4own« 

This sigb and gesture had more effect 
upon her victim than all ber exhibited 

graces. 
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graces. So difHcdit it is to break a0Sec* 
tiQQ and liabit Any ihiog relating to 
P^embroke Somerset, 'Could f9t so ftower- 
fully interest the couot, as to sfaoip itseJf 
4»n his features, fieskles^ the appearanoe 
of any latent disquietude^ whens all jeesned 
j^endour and vivacity^ painfully remioded 
})tm of tbe chequered lot of man* His 
eyes ^ere resting apoQ her lactysfaip, full 
ef a lender ^commiseration, pregnant with 
oompassioti for ber^ faimself, and all tibe* 
worlds when she raised ber head. The 
Tneettng of s>ucb a lock from bim^ £lled^ 
Tticr with agitation, 15he €dk some- 
thing strange at her hj^att. >His ey>ft8- 
«een>ed to have penetrated to its imnost 
devices. Blushir^ like seariet, she got 
up to hide an embarrassment not to be 
subdued ; and, hastily wishing the coun-- 
less a good morning, curtsied to him, and 
left the room. 

Her ladyship entered 4be carriage with 
feelings all in commotion. She oould not 
account for the tonfusion whkb his look 

q6 1h4 



* - -*-<i 



1^% THADDSUS OF WARSAW^ 

had occafiionied; and, half angry at a^ 
weakness sa like a raw inexperienced girl^ 
she determined to become one of Lady 
Tinemouth's constant visitors, until she 
should have brought him (as she bad done 
most of the men about court) to her feet. 
These were her ladyship's resolutions as 
she rolled along towards St James's Place. 
But she a little exceeded the fact in her 
statement ; for, notwithstanding thai she 
could have counted as many lovers as 
most women, both b^ore and after her 
marriage, yet few of them would have 
ventured so far as to trust the consequence 
of a kneeling petitiofK In spite of her 
charms, these worthy lords and gentlemen 
had all to a man, adopted the oracle of 
the poet^ that^ 

^^ LoTe, free as air, at sight of fiumait ties 

'^ i^preads his light wings, and in a moment flies !''' 

They all professed to adore Lady Sara ^ 
and some were caught by her beauty,, 
others by her eclat, but neither of them 

had 
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had the most distant wish to make this 
beauty and eclat hia own legal property. 

The young marquis of Severn fluttered 
round her ladyship, during the first year 
of his appearance at court ; but at the end 
of that time, instead of offering her his 
hand, he married the daughter of a rich 
city banker* 

Lady Sara, who was at her father's 
house in the country when this intelli- 
gence arrived, was so incensed^ that, to 
shew her disdain of this apostate lover, 
8h6 set off the same evening for Scotland, 
with Harry Roos, a grandson of the duke 
of Lincoln. They were married, and her 
ladyship had the triumph of being pre- 
sented to her majesty the same day with 
the niarchioness of Severn. 

When the whirlwind <^ her resentment 
subsided, she began most dismally to re- 
pent her union. She loved Captain Roos 
as little as she had loved Lord Severn. 
She had admired the rank and gallantry 
of the one ; and the profound adoration 

of 
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of the other made a friend of her vanitjr* 
But now, since fcer revenge was gratified^ 
and the homage cf Harry Roos, <5ca«ing: 
to excite the envy of her companion*, from 
the how m which he became ber hu«- 
tmndj she grew weary of his attentions ;: 
and was very happy, when the admiralty^ 
ordered hhn to take the command of a 
ship boufKl to the Mediterranean^ 

The last fervent kiss, which* he im- 
printed OH ber lips, as they ^neatbe4 out 
the cold *'* Good bye, Roos, take care of 
yourself I*' seemed to her the seal of free- 
dom $ and sheveftorned into her dreseing- 
Foom, not to weep, but io rejoice in the 
project af a thousand festivities and a 
thousafid lovers. 

Left at an early age without a mofher, 
' and ignorant of the duties of a wife, she 
thought, Ibat if she kept her husband and 
lierself out of Doctors Cooimons, she 
should do. no harm by amusing herself 
with the h^art of every man who can^e in 
ber way. Thua^ she hardly oBovcd with* 

out 
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out a train of admirers. ^Skt had already 
attracted eiFeiy one worthy df the trouble ; 
smd had listened to Ifbeir compliments and 
insotent presumptions, until she was al- 
most tired of bom ; when Miss Egerton 
related to her the countess's rencontre with 
the gallatit foreigner. 

As soon as her ladyship heard that Ije 
was of rank, (for Miss Egerton was not 
backward to affirm the dreams of her own 
imagination,) she formed an earnest wish 
to see him : »nd when, to her inftnitc sa- 
tisfaction, he did pi^eaent himself, in her 
eyes he exceeded every thing tlwit had 
been described. To secure such a con- 
quest, she thought would not only raise 
the envy of the women, but make the men 
look about them, to discover some novel 
and more attractive way than they had hi- 
therto founds 4o prave the truth of their 
^devotion. 

Whilst Lady Sara was meditating on 
her new plans, the count and Lady Tine- 
mouth 
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mouth renuuned alone^ Her^ ladyshiip 
talked to him. on various subjects ; but he 
answered ill upon them all, and some- 
times very wide of the matter. At last,, 
conscious that he must be burthen some^ 
he arose, and, looking paler and: more de- 
pressed than when he entered, wished her 
a good morning, 

^' I am afraid, Mr. Constantine^ you ar^: 
unwelf 

Thaddeus, like most people who desire* 
to hide what is passing in their minds,, 
gladly assented to this as an excuse for a: 
taciturnity which he could not overcome* 

" Then," cried her ladyship, " I hope* 
you will favour me with your card, that I 
may know where to. send to inquire after 
your health."' 

Tha(Ueus was confounded, and lookedi 
down for a moment ; then, returning into« 
the room, he took up a pen, which lay oa 
the table and said, 

^ I will write my address to a place, 

where 
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where any of your ladyship^s commands 
may reach me ; but I will do myself the 
honour to repeat my call very soon." 

" I shall always be happy to see you," 
replied the countess, while he was writ- 
ing ; *^ but, before I engage you in a pro- 
mise, of which you may afterwards repent, 
I must tell you, that you will meet with . 
dull entertainment at my house. I see 
very little company ; and were it not for 
the inexbauslible spirits of Miss Egerton, 
I believe I should become a complete 
misanthrope." 

** Your house will be my paradise!" ex- 
claimed the count, with an earnestness, ta 
the force of which be did not immediately 
attend. 

Lady Tinemouth smiled. 
" I must warn you here, too,'* cried she; 
*^ Miss Egerton must not be the deity of 
your paradise. She is already under en* 
gagements, which preclude all hope on 
that head." 

Tbad- 
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Xbaddeus blushed at being mistaken^ 
and wished to explain himself. 

*^ You .mtmmderstand mc, madam. 1 
am .not insensible to beaivt}; but^ upon my 
word^ at that moment^ I had nothing else ia 
my thoughts, than gratitude for your lady- 
ship's kindness to an absolute stranger^'' 

" That is true, Mr. Constant! ne, you 
are an aisfiolute stranger, if the want of a 
fornnal introduction^ and an ignoratice of 
your faiRily, coustitute that title. Hut 
yixtr protection i^itroduced you to me;, 
and there is something in your appeaf- 
ance, \vhich convinces me, that I need not 
he afraid of admitting you into the feiy 
scanty number of my friends.^ 

Ihaddeus perceived the delicacy of 
Lady Tinemouth, who wkhed to know 
who he was, and yet wfw unwiUing to 
give him pain by a question so direct, that 
be must answer it. As she now proposed 
ft, she left him entirely to his own discre- 
tion 3 and he determined^ aa far as ho 

could^ 
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could, without exposing his real name and 
circumstances, to satisfy her very proper 
curiosity. 

The countess, whose benevolent heart 
was deeply interested in his favour, ob- 
served the changes of his countenance 
with an anxious desire that he would be 
ingenuous. Her solicitude did not arise 
from any doubts of his quality and worth, 
but she wished to be enabled to reply 
with promptness to the inquisitive people 
wbo might see him at her house. 

" I hardly know," said Thaddeus, " in 
wbat words to express my sense of your 
ladyship's generous confidence in mc; 
and that my character is not undeserving 
of such distinction, time, I trust, will 
prove." He paused for a moment, and 
then resumed: " For my rank. Lady 
Tinemouth, it is now of little consequence 
to my comfort ; rather, perhaps, a source 

of mortification ; for ^* he hesitated^ 

and then proceeded, with a faint colour 
tinging his cheek, " exiles from their 

country^ 
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country, if they would not covet misery^ 
must learn to forget ; hence I am no other 
than Mr. Constantine ; though^ in ac- 
knowledgment of your Ladyship's good- 
ness, I deem it only just that 1 should not 
conceal my real quality from you. 

" My family was one of the first ii» 
Poland. Even in banishment, the re- 
membrance that its virtues were as well 
known as its name, affords some allevia- 
tion to the conviction^ that> when my 
country fell, all my property and all my 
kindred were involved in the ruin. Sootk 

4 

after the dreadful sealing of its fate,^ I 
quitted it; and, by the command of a 
dying parent, who expired in my arms,, 
sought a refuge in this island, from de-« 
gradations,^ which, otherwise, 1 could nei- 
ther repel nor avoid.'*' 

Thaddcus stopped ; and the coantess> 
struck by the graceful modesty with whiciv 
this simple accoimt was related, laid her 
hand upon his. 

^' Mr. Constantine, I am not surprised 

a& 
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:st what you have said. The melancholy 
of youF air, induced me to suspect that 
you were not happy ; and my sole wish, 
in penetrating your reserve, was to shew 
you, that a woman can be a sincere 
friend." 

Tears of gratitude and respect glistened 
in the count's eyes. Incapable of making 
a suitable reply, he pressed her hand to 
his lips. She rose; and, willing to relieve 
a sensibility that delighted her, added^ 
^^ I will not detain you longer ; only let 
me see you soon," 

Thaddeus uttered a few inarticulate 
words, whose significancy conveyed no- 
thing, but every thing was declared by 
their confusion The countess's eloquent 
smile shewed, that she comprehended 
their meaning; and he left the room. 

On his return home, he found general 
Butzou in better spirits, still poring over 
his journal. This paper seemed to be the 
representative of all which had ever been 
dear to him. He dwelt upon it, and 

talked 
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talked about it, with a doating eagerness 
bordering on insanity^ 

These symptoms, increasing from day 
to day, gave his young friend considerable 
uneasiness. He listened with pain to the 
fond dreams which took possession of the 
poor old man ; who delighted in saying, 
that much might yet be done in Poland, 
when he should be recovered, and they be 
enabled to return together to Warsaw, and 
stimulate the people to resume their rights. 

Thaddeus at first attempted to prove the 
emptiness of these schemes ; but, seeing 
that contradiction on this head, threw the 
general back into deeper despondency, he 
thought it better to affect the same senti- 
ments 5 too well perceiving, that death 
would soon terminate these visions, with 
his life. 

Accordingly, as far as lay in the count's 

power, he satisfied all the fancied wants of 
his revered friend ; who, on every other 
subject, was perfectly reasonable ; but at 
last he became so absorbed in this chime- 
rical 
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rical plot, that eren conversatioiij and his 
vacsAs, seemed to oppresa binx with re« 
atrainh 

When Thaddeud, with sorrow, per* 
ceived thiat his eooaipany was rather irksome 
than a comibrt to his friend, he the more 
readily repeated his visks to Ls^dy Tine* 
mouth. She now looked for his ent-rance 
at least once a day. M ever a morning 
and evening, passed away without his ap- 
peaf'anee, he was sure of being scolded by 
Mi8s£gerton> repiroached by the countess, 
and frowned a4 by Lidy Sara Roos. This 
lady contrived, iu defiance of all other en- 
^geiaents^.to drop in, every ni^bt at Lady 
Tinemouth^s. Her ladyship was not more 
surprised at this sudden attachment of 
Lady Sara to her house, than pleased with 
her society, who she. foiand, on intimate 
acquaintance,! could lay aside that tissue 
of afiectation and fashion which she wore 
in public, and really become a charming 
woman. 

Though Lady Sata was. vaia, she was 

mistress 
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mistress of sufficient sense to penetrate 
with tolerable certainty into the characters 
of her acquaintance. Most of the men 
with whom she had hitherto associated^ 
having been jumbled together in those 
large assemblies, where individuality is 
absorbed in the general mass of insipidity 
and ceremony, she saw that they were 
frivolous, or, at the leastj warped in taste 
and principle; and the fascinations that 
she used, to subdue them, were the best 
suited to their capacity,— her beauty, her 
thoughtlessness, and her caprice. But^ 
on the reverse, when she formed the wish 
to entangle such a man as Thaddeus, she 
soon discovered that, to engage his atten- 
tion, she must appear in the unaffected 
graces of nature. To this end, she took 
pains to display the loveliness of her per* 
son in every movement and position ; yet 
she managed the action with so inartificial 
and frank an air, that she seemed the only 
being present, who was unconscious of 
the versatility and power of her charms. 

She 
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Abe conversed wkh good aenae and pro- 
firiety. la abort;, ahe appeared completely 
difFenent from tbe gay ridiouioiis .creature 
mbom be had seea isome weekjs before, ja 
the comiteaa'fl parlour. 

He now admired, botb her p^aoa and 
lier mind. Her vrmtnng /sofiness; the 
fivaciiy 4>f Miaa Egertos:; andJthekiQdr 
ness of the cosnteiB, bf^Ui^d him mmy 
«n oveQinginjm.dibe£onleiiiplatioii pf4tne-- 
lancholy jscenea at .home. 

One nigiit, it came into the head of 
Maria Egerton io ;baiiter bim <about bis 
tnilttaiy •dress. '^ Da, for iitajttn's ^ake^ 
>fny dear 'Don iQimote/' cried she;, ^^ let 
us see you out of your Tosty armour ! X 
declare, I am tired of the aight. Some- 
liow, I do think you would be merrier out 
of that customary suit of solemn black /*' 

This demand was not pleasing to the 
count ; but he good-homouredly repUedj 
*^ I knew not, till you were so kind as to 
inform me, that a man!s temp6r depends 
on bis clothes/* 

VOL. sri. tt « Else 
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** Else I suppose/* cried she, interrupt- 
ing him, " you would have changed 
your's before ? Therefore, I expect, that 
you witl^o as I bid you now, and pat on 
a christian's coat against, the next tinoe 
you enter this house." 

Thaddeus was at a loss what to say ; be 
only bowed ; and the countess and Lady 
Sara smiled at her nonisense. 

When they parted for the night, this 
part of the conversation passed c^from all 
minds l>ut that of Lady Tinemouth. She 
' had considered the subject, but in a dif- 
ferent way from Maria. Maria supposed 
ihat the handsome Constantine wore the 
-dress of his country because it was the 
most becoming. Bat as such a whim did 
not correspond with the other parts of his 
character. Lady Tinemouth, in her own 
mind, attributed this adherence to his na- 
tional habit, to the right cause, 

^he remarked, that, whenever she 
wished hiAl to meet any agreeable people 
^at her house^ he always declined these in- 

trpdttctioBS 
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troductions under the plea of his dresda^ 
though he never proposed to alter it 
This conduct^ added to his silence on 
every subject which related to the public 
amusements about town^ led^ her to con- 
clude^ that, like the banished nobility of 
France, he was encountering the various 
inconveniences of poverty in a foreign 
land. She hoped that he had escaped its 
horrors ; but she could not be certain, for 
he always shifted the convensatioh when it 
too closely referred to himself. 

These observations haunted the mind 
of Lady Tinemouth, and made her anx- 
ious to contrive some opportunity in 
which she might have this interesting 
Constantine alone ; and, by a proper ma- 
. nagement of the discourse, lead to some 
.avowal of his real situation.. Hitherto,^ 
her benevolent intentions were frusfatited 
by various interruptions, at various times. 
Indeed, had she been actuated by mere 
curiosity, she would long ago have re- 
signed the trial as fruitleaa ; but sincere 

H^ pity 



t4B TAADOEUB t>7 WAHSAW* 

|)Hy-and eMeietn kept faeir still wlttobftid^ 
until (lie very hour ia which ber cossi*- 
deraite heart was ^Ily satisfiied. 

One fhoming, tvlien she Was wrfting i^ 
her oabind:, a servant informed her thdit 
Mr. Cdnstantnie wAstidcnv in 4?be park^un 
-Pleased at this eircumstanoi^ she tooic^ad- 
Vantage of a slight oold that affected her^ 
«nd, hopitig to be sible to dm^ ectaetbing 
^Qt of 4iif& lithe ooDrse of to tite^^tiie, 
<begg^ be "would cotnfe to bei* room. 

When beentei^^ she jpereeiv^d tbat 
•he looked ffi<H*e pensive tfaan usttal. He 
aat doH%i by her, and fexprcssed bis con- 
cern at her indraposition. She sighed 
beavily , 'but remained silent. He|r thoogbts 
were too moch oconpied with herbdnevot 
)ent plan, 16 decide efxactly what to ^an- 
9wer^ She had determined to gi v^ him ^ 
o^nrory idea df htv own nnhaj^j^hieds ; 
0nd tbttB, by ber cofyfidence, atti^cttris. 

** I bof^ Miss Egerton is well ?" in- 
'^Liircd Thaddeas. 

" Very wetl, Mr/Constaotiiie. A hedtt 

at 
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at ease almost ever keeps the body in 
health. May she long continue as happy 
as at this period^ and never know the dis- 
appointments of her friend !'' 

He' looked at the countess. 

** It is true, my dear sir," continued 
she. " It is hardly probable that the 
mere effect of thirty-five years could have 
made tbe inroads on my person which 
you see 3 but sorrow has done it; and, 
with alt tbe comforts you behold around 
me» I am miserable. I have no joy inde- 
pendent of the few friends which Heaven 
has preserved to me; and yet/' added 
she, '^ I have another anxiety united with 
those of which I complain : some of my 
friends, who afford me the consolation I 
mention, deny me the only return in my 
power, the office of sharing their griefs." 

Thaddeus understood the expression of 
hfip ladyship's eye, and the tenderness of 
har voice, as she uttered these words^. He 
saw to whom the kind reproach was di* 

H3 fcctied. 
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rected, and he looked down confused and 
oppressed. 

The countess resumed. 

*^ I cannot deny, what your counte- 
nance declares; you think I mean you. 
1 do Mr. Constantine ; I have rparked 
your melancholy ; I have weighed other 
circnmstances ; and I am sure that you 
Jiave many things to struggle with, besides 
jthose regrets, which must ever hang about 
the bosom of a brave man, who has wifc- 
ncssed the destruction of his country.— 
Forgive me, if I give you pain, (added 
she, observing his heightening colour,) I 
speak from a real esteem ; I speak to you^ 
as I would to my. own son, were he isi 
your situation." 

** My dearest madam !'* cried the. 
count, overcome by her benevolence^ 
'* you have judged rightly ; I have many 
things to struggle with; I have a sick 
friend at home, whom misfortune hath 
-nearly bereft of reason ; and whose wants^ 
are now so complicated and expensive, 

that 
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that never till now, did I know the com- 
plete desolation of a man, without a coun- 
try or a profession. For myself Lady 
Tinemouth, adversity has few pangs ; but 
for my friend, .for an old man, whose de* 
ranged faculties have forgotten the change* 
in my affairs ; he who leans oft me for 
Support and. comfort ; it is this that must 
account to your ladyship for those incoa* 
sistencies in my manner and spirits^ which 
are so frequently the subject of Miss' 
Egerton's raillery." 

Thaddeus, io the course of this short 
and rapid narrative^ gradually lowered the" 
tpne of bis- voice; and^ at the close> co* 
vered his face with his hand, lie had 
never before confided the history of his 
embarrassments to any creature ; and he 
thought, (notwithstanding that it had beea 
almost petitioned from him,) that he com* 
mitted an outrage on the fkmness of hi» 
character, by having, in any way, ac^ 
knowledged the weight of his calamities. 

H4 La(fy 
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Lady Tlnemouth considered a few mi- 
nutes^ and tbenr addressed him. 

" I should ill repay this generous con* 
fidence, my young friend, were I to he- 
iritate a moment in forming some plao 
which may prove of service to you- You 
have told me no more, dear Mr. Constan- 
tine^ than I suspected. And I had 
something in view/* — Here the countess 
stopped^ expecting that her auditor would 
interrupt her. He remained silent^ and 
she proceeded ; ^^ you spoke of a pro- 
fession^ of an employment/* 

** Yes, madam/* returned he, taking 
his hand from his eye? ; ^^ I should be 
glad to engage in any profession or em- 
pk)yment that you would i^commend.** 

** I have little interest," answered her 
ladyship, ^ with people in power ; there- 
fore I cannot propose any thing which 
will in any degree suit with your rank; 
but the employnfieut that I haw in view 
several of the most illustrious French nox 
bility have not 'disdained to execute.'* 

'^ Do 
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^^ Do 9Qt f^ar to ipeatiqn it to me^" 
cried the comcv^ percdviag her reluctaQ,ce,; 
<^ I would attempt any tl;iing tb^t i$ not 
dishonourable^ to render serVfice to zpy 
poor irien4*" 

*^ Well tljen, would yoiji have any ob- 
jQctiop to teach languages V* 

T|>adc}evip iaijpe^i^^e^y wswer^ 
" None in the wp^W." 

^^ Then/* replied her ladyship, greatly 
relieved by the i^aqner In whic^ he re^ 
ceived her proposPil; ^^ I will pow tpU 
you, that about a weok ago, I paid a visit 
to Lady Dundas^ the widow of Sir Ueator 
Dundas, the rich East-Indian Director. 
Whilst I was there, I heard her talking 
with her two daughters about finding a 
proper master to teach them German • 
That language has become a veryiashionr 
able aooomplishment an[K>ng8t literary laf 
dies ; ^nd. Miss Dundas being a member 
of the Blue-stocking Club, yoit instently 
flashed across my mind. Lady Dundas 
was making a thousand objections against 

H 5 the 
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the vulgarity of various teachers whom the 
young ladies proposed ; and I, deeming 
it a favourable opportunity, told her lady- 
ship, thiat if she could wait a few days, I 
would sound a friend of mine, who I 
knew, if he would condescend to take the 
trouble, must be the most eligible person 
imaginable. Lady Dundas and the girls 
gladly left it to me, and I now propose it 
to you.'* 

" And I,'* replied he, '' with a thou- 
sand thanks, accept the task*'* 

" Then I wHl make the usual arrange^ 
ments ;*' returned her ladyships *^ and send 
-^ou the result." 

After half 0n hours farther conversa- 
tion. Lady Ttnemouth became more im- 
pressed with the unsophisticated delicacy 
-and dignity of the count's mind ; and he, 
•mofe grateful than utterance could de- 
clare, left his respects for" Miss Egerton^ 
and took bis leave. 
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1 HE next moriring, whilst Thaddeus 
was vainly explaining to the genemi, that 
he no longer possessed a regiment of 
horse; which tlie poor old man wanted 
him to order out, to try the success of 
some manoeuvres which he had devised, 
— little Nanny brought in a letter from 
Slaughter's^ whither he had desired Lady 
Tinemouth to direct He opened it, and 
found these contents : — 

'* My dear sir 1 so anxious was I to ter- 
minate the affair with Lady Dundas, that 
I went to her house last night. I affirmed 
it, as a great obligation, that you^ would 
undertake the trouble to teach her daugh- 
ters ; and I insist, that you do not, from 
any romantic ideas of candour, invalidate 
what I have said : I know the world toa 

H 6 well 
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well not to be convinced of the truth 
of Dr. Goldsmith's maxim,^— ^* If you he 
pooTy do not seem poor^ if you would wooid 
insult^ as well as su firing.** 

^^ I told Miss Dundas^ that you bad 
undertaken the task solely at my persua* 
6T0ti ; therefore I could not propose other 
terms than a guinea for two lessons. She 
is rich enough for any expence, atid made 
no objection to my dcjmand ; besides, she 
presented the inclosed, by way of entrance- 
money. Thus, I have settled all prelimi- 
naries ; and you are to commence your 
first lesson on Monday, at two o'clock. — 
But, before then, pray let me see you. 

** Cannot you dine with us on Sunday? 
J have informed Miss Egerton of as much 
of the affFair as I think necessary, to ac- 
count for your new occupation. In short, 
good girl as she is, I thought it most pru- 
dent to set her and Lady Sara on the same 
scent that I have done the Dundases; 
therefore do. not be uneasy on that head. 

** Conje to-morrow, if not before, and 

you 
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you will gire real plcastire to yotrr sincere 

friend^ 

^ Adelka Tmemoutb.. 

'^ Saturdmf morning, Grosvenor-^ace.*^ 

Truly grateful to the active frrendship 
of the countess^ and looking at the gene* 
TsUy who appeared perfectly bappy fn the 
prosecution of his wild schemes, Thad- 
deus exdaimed to himself, " By these 
means, I shall at least have it in my pow- 
er to procure all the assistance, which 
your melancholy state requires V* 

On openitjg the inclosed, wKicb her 
ladyship mentioned^ he found it to be a 
bank note for ten pounds. Both the pre- 
sent and its amount gave him pain : not 
liaving done any service to earn it, .he re- 
garded the money more as a gift, than as 
as a bond of engagement. However, he 
found that this delicacy, with many other 
painful repugnancies, must, at this mo- 
ment, be laid aside ; and, without farther 
self-torment, he consigned the money to 
the use, for which he was aware the coun- 
tess 
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less intended it, namelyj to provide him- 
self with an English dress. 
. During these various refleetions, he dicE 
not leave Lady Tinemouth's letter unan- 
swered. He thanked her sincerely for her 
zeal ; and declined dining with her the 
next day, on account of leaving ^his poor 

• - * • » * 

friend so long alone; but . promised to 
come in the evening, when he should be 
retired to rest. 

This excuse was regretted, by none more 
than Lady Sara Roos^ who, having heard 
from Lady Tinemouth on Saturday mo/n** 
ing, that she expected Mr. Con^t^ntine to 
dinner on Sunday^ invited herself to be one 
of the party. She had nqw seen him cpa- 
stantly for near a month ; and, to her 
amazement, found, that in seeking to en- 
trap him, she only had ensnared herself. 
Every Avord he uttered, penetrated to her 
heart ; every glance of his eyes^ shook her 
frame like electricity* She bad now no 
necessity to affect softness % a young and 
seducing passion;^ imparted to her voice 

aod 
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and countenance all its bewitching pa- 
thos. 

Tbaddeus was not insensible to the en- 
chantment, which this intoxicating power 
threw around her ; but it did not reach as 
far as she intended. He confessed that 
she was a lovely woman, who might have 
affected his senses had she been free, and 
his heart been as in happier days* He 
knew that she was a married woman $ 
and, as he believed her to be a virtuous 
one, fee could not credit the evidence of 
his observations, which would often have 
whispered to him, the language^ that ber 
ladyship wished to convey. 

When Lady Tinemouth mentioned to 
Lady Sara and Miss Egerton, the great 
favour she had conferred on the Miss 
Dundases, by prevailing on Mr. Constan* 
tine to undertake the • task of teaching 
them German, Lady Sara could hardly 
conceal her vexation . She was angry at 
-the count for bi$ acquiescence^ and bated 

Lady 



X60 TKAOD£US OF WAMAW^. 

Lady Tioemouth for having made the 
proposal. 

Miss ]Sgertoa laughed at the scrape 
into which Lady Tinemouth bad brought 
bis good nature ; and declared^ that sh^ 
would tell him next day^ at dinner^ what 
a mulish pair of misses be bad pi^esun^ed 
to manage* 

It was the youngest of these misses that 
excited JLady Sara*s displeasure. Euphe- 
mia Dundas wa^ very pret;ty ; she bad a 
large £pirtiine at b^r oisposal ; ai^ what 
might not such united temptations effect 
00 the mind of her favourite ? Torn with 
jealousy, she caught at the mention of hi| 
coming to di&ner on the morrow ; and of- 
fering to be one of the party, resolved to 
put 00 all her charms, that she might 
majfc^e one more essay, on the hitherto 
insensible soul of Tbaddeus, before sb^ 
beheld him enter scenes so likely to exi- 
tinguish her hopes.— Hopes of what ? sb^ 
nevpr allowed herself to inquircit Sb^ 

kneiw 
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Icnew that ah« never had loved her bus^ 
band, that now she hated him, and was 
devoted to another* To be assured of a 
reciprocal passion from that other^ she be* 
lievcd was the extetit of her wish. Think- 
ing that she held her husband's honour 
I safe as her life» she determined to do what 
she liked with her heart. Her former ad* 
mirers were now neglected ; and, to the 
astoniahment and admiration of the graver 
part pf her acquamtance^. she relinquished 
mIA those dissipated assemblies^ in which 
she had so recently been the brightest at- 
traction, to seclude herself^ whde evea* 
ings^ by the domestic fire-side of the 
countess of Tinemouth. 

ThuSy whilst the world were admiring a 
conduct^ which they supposed would give 
a lasting happiness to herself and to her 
husband, she was cherishing a passion^ 
which might prove the destruction of botb* 

On Sunday evening, the Count Sen' 
bieski entered Lady Tinemouth's draw- 
ing-room^ just as Miss Egerton seated 

herself 
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herself before the tea equipage. At thr 
^gbt of him, bhe nodded her head, and 
called him to sit by her. Lady Tinemouth 
returned the grateful pressure qf his hand\ 
Lady Sara received him with a palpitating 
heart; and stooped her head to remove 
something that seemed to ioconlmode her 
foot; but this was only a feint> to hide 
the blushes which were burning on heir 
cheek. No one observed her confusion ; 
60- common it is, for those who are the 
constant witnesses of our actions to be 
the most ignorant of their expression and 
tendency. 

' Thaddeus could not be so uninformed. 

The frequent falHng of her eye, when it 

'vAtt his; the unequivocal intonation of 

her voice, and sometimes the framing of 

her 6i)6ecb, often rnade him shiver. He 

^ gladly -obeyed a second summons from 

*the gay Maria, and drew his chair close 

to hep's. 

Lady Sara observed his motion with a 
jealotis pang which she could not conceal ; 



THADDBtfS OF WARSAW. 1 63 

and, pulling her scat, as far on the oppo- 
site side as possible, began in silence td 
sip faer tea. 

"Ye powers of gallantry !" suddenly 
exclaimed Miss Egerton, pushing away 
the table, and lifting her eye-glass to her 
eye, ** I declare I have conquered ! Look, 
Lady Tinemouth ; look, Lady Sara I iif 
Mr. Constantine does not better bcconie 
this English dress, than his Polish horri* 
bles, drown me for a false prophetess 1 '* 

" You see I have obeyed you, madam/' 
.returned Thaddeus, boWing. 

" Ah ! you are in the right. Most 
^en do it cheerfully, when they know 
Ihat they will gain by the bargain. Now„ 
you look like a christian : before, you al- 
ways reminded me of some stalking hero 
in tragedy." 

" Yes,'* cried Lady Sara, forcing a 
smile, and ready to weep with mortifica* 
tion, ** yes, and now he exhibits a strik* 
ing resemblance to George Barnwell." 

Maria^ who did not perceive the anger 

and 
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and sarcasm coqcbed under this remarl:, 
good bumouredly replied. 

" True, Lady Sara ; but I don't care 
for his being in black : obedience was the 
thing I wanted, and I have it in his pre« 
sent appearance/' 

** Pray, Lady Tinemouth, " asked her 
ladyship, seeking to revenge herself ou 
hts alacrity to obey Miss £gerton,.the 
cause of which her jealousy intsappre«> 
headed, '^what o'clock is it? I have 
promised to be at Lady Sarum's concert 
by ftinc." 

•* It is not (right," returned the coun- 
tess ; ^^ besides this is the first time I hftve 
beard of your engagement. I hoped your 
ladyship would have spent all this even- 
ing with us ?'• 

" No,*' answered Lady Sara, ^ I can^ 
notJ*^ And ringing the bell, she rose. 

^^ Bless me. Lady Sara!*^ cried Miss 
Egerton,' ^ you are not going i Don't 
you hear that it is only eight o'clock ?" 

Lady Sara, busying herself abput tying 

her 
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hor closk, effected not to beat- her, end 
told the servant who opened tibe door^ to 
tyrder her carriage, . 

Lady Tkiemowtb^ nmch suf^s^ at 
this precipitation, l>at &r from guessing 
the cause, requested the count to see her 
ladyship down -stairs* 

** I would raliier not," cried she in a 
quick voice ; and, darting out of the room, 
was followed l^ Thaddeus ; who got up 
with her flying footsteps^ just as sh^ 
rea^cfaed the street door. He hasteneil 
past her, to assist her into the ctoiage^ 
and saw, by the light of the ilambeaux, 
her face streaming with tears. He had 
already extended his hand "as she ap- 
proached, ^when her ladyship, instead of 
^tepting it, struck it down with her Idft 
band; and, whilst he stood motionless 
with astonishment^ jumped into the car- 
riage, and, with an indignant tone, order- 
ed it to Berkley-square, He remained 
stultified for a few minutes, looking after 
her ; ithcn tfeturned into the bouse, too 

weU 
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well able to translate the meaning of all 
this petulance. 

When he re-ascended the stairs^ Lady 
TTidein'outh expressed her wonder at the 
whimsical departure of her friend ; but^ as 
Thaddcus (who was really disturbed) re* 
turned a vague reply, the subject ended. 

Miss Egerton^ who hardly thought two 
minutes on the same thing, sent away 
the tea-board ; and, sitting down by the 
count, exclaimed, 

. ** Mr. Constantine, I hold it right, that 
no man should be thrown into a den of 
wild beasts, without knowing what kind 
of monsters he shall meet there. Hence, 
as I find that you have undertaken the 
taming of that urm major^ Lady Dundas, 
and her cubs^, I m.ust tell you what they 
are like. — ^Will you hear me ?" 

'' Certainly.*' 

" Will you attend to my advice T' 

"Ifllikeit." 

'^ Ha !" replied she, returning his smile 
with another ; ^^ that is just such an answer 

as 
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ms I would have made myself, so I won't 
quarrel with you. Lady Tinemouth, you 
will allow me to draw, your friends' pic- 
tures ?" 

^' Yes, Maria, provided you don't make 
them caricatures. Remember, your can* 
dour is at stake; to-morrow, Mr. Con- 
stantine will judge for himself. " 

** And I am sure he will agree with me. 
Now, Lady Dundas, if you please ? I 
know that your ladyship is a great stick- 
Jer for precedence." 

Lady Tinemouth laughed, and inter- 
rupted her. 

** I declare, Maria, you are a very 
daring girl. What do you not risk, by 
giving way to this satirical spirit ?" 

" Not any body's love that I value. 
Lady Tinemouth ; you know that I never 
daub a fair character ; Mr. Constantine 
takes me on your credit ; and, if you mean 
Charles M-ontresor^ he is as bad as my- 
self, and dare not for his life have any 
iqualms." 

"Well, 
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** Well, weU^ proceed/' cried her ladj^- 
ship, *^ I will not interrupt you again.*' 

** Then,**^ resumed she, ^^ I must begin 
n^ith Lady Dundas. In proper historical 
•tyfe, 1 shall commence with her birth, 
parentage, and education. For the first, 
my father toH me, that he remembers 
her, when she was the maid of Governor 
Seifton^s wife, at Surat. ISoon afta- their 
arrival, this pretty Abigail, by rome means 
cajoled old Hector -Duntias, (who was 
then exercising the same command over 
some other Indian province,) to marryher. 
When- she came back to England, she 
coaxed her foolish hu^and, to appropri- 
ate ^ome of his ill-gotten riches to the 
purchase of a baronetcy. I suppose, the 
appellation Mistress put her in mind of 
her ci'devant servantship ; and, in a happy 
hour, he complied, and she became my 
lady. That over. Sir Hector had nothing 
more to do in this world. He was so 
good as to think so himself; and, to add 
to his former obligations, had the civility 

to 
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to walk out of it; for one night, whether 
be had been dreaming of his feats in In- 
dia I cannot afErm, hot he marched out 
of his bed-room-window and broke hii 
neck. Ever since that fortunate event. 
Lady Dundas has exhibited the finest 
parties about town. And though she is as 
vulgar as she is rich, every body goes to scd 
her ; but whether in compliment to their 
own taste, or her silver muslins, I don't 
know, for there are half a dozen titled 
ladies of her acquaintance, who to my 
certain knowledge, have not bought a 
ball-dress this twelvemonth. Well, how 
do you like Lady Dundas ?" 

^ I do not like your sketch," replied 
Thaddcus, with a secret sigh, that frorat 
such a woman he was to receive an obli- 
gat ion. 

*^ Come, don't sigh about my Vefad- 
ty;" interrupted «he, " I do assure- you, I 
should have been more correct, had I been 
more severe ; for, shens 'aS iH-'natured as 
she is vulgar^ and as presumptuous as 

T0L.II. I igno* 
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ignorant ; in shorty she is a fit mother for 
the delectable Miss Dundas^ whose de- 
scription you shall have in two ques- 
tions. Can you imagine Socrates in liis 
M^ife's petticoats? Can you imagine a 
pedant^ a scold^ and a coquette^ in one 
vvoman ? If you can^ you have a foretaste 
of Diana Dundas. She is large and ugly, 
and thinks herself delicate and handsome; 
she is self-willed and ignorant^ and be- 
lieves that she is wise and learned; 
for, unhappily, she has wriggled herself 
amongst the blue stockings ; and, to sum 
up all, she is the most malicious creature 
breathing.*' 

^* My dear Maria 1 " cried Lady Tine- 
mouth, laying her hand on her arm, and 
alarmed at the effect her high colouring 
might have on the mind of Thaddeus ; 
** for Heaven's sake be temperate ! I never 
heard you so unbecomingly harsh in xny 
life." 

J^iss Egerton peeped arpbly in her 
face. 
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•* Are you serious^ Lady Tinemooth ? 
You know that I would not look unbe- 
coming in your eyes. Come, shake bands 
with me, and I will be more merciful to 
the gentle Euphemia, for I intend that 
Mr, Constantine shall be her lover. Won't 
you ?*' cried she, resigning her ladyship's 
band. Thaddeus shook his head. *' I 
don*t understand your Lord Burleigh 
nods; answer me in words, when I have 
finished ; for I am sure you will immedi* 
ately unclasp your heart to receive the 
sweet creature. She is so tiny and so 
pretty, that I never see her without think* 
ing of some gay little trinket, all over 
precious stones. Her eyes are two dia- 
mond sparks, melted into lustre; and her 
teeth, seed pearl, lying between rubies. 
So much for the casket ; but for the qua* 
lity of the jewel within, I leave you to 
make the discovery." 

Miss Egerton, having run herself out 
of breathy suddenly stopped. Thaddeus, 
seeing that he waa called upon to say 

12 some- 
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iK>nietfaiiig9 made an answer^ which only 
<drew upon him a new volley of raillery* 
Xady Tinemouth tried to avert it, but she 
feiled ; and Maria continued, with very 
little interruption, until the party separated 
for the night. 

Now that the count thought himself 
secure of the means of payment, he sent 
the next day to consult a physician re« 
fipecting the situation of the general. 
When Dr. Cavendish saw and conv^*8ed 
with the venerable Butzou, he gave it as 
his opinion, that the malady had origi* 
nated in grief. 

*^ I can too well suppose that,'* replied 
Thaddeus. 

" Then,'* rejoined the physician^ " I 
fear, sir, that unless 1 know something of 
its cause, my visitB wi^l prove almost 

The count was silent. The doctor re- 
sumed — 

*^ 1 shall be grieved, if his sorrows be of 
too delicate^A i>ature to be trusted lyifth a 

man 
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man of honour : for^ in these cases, unless 
we have some knowledge of the springs of 
(he tnadncBS, we lose much time, and per- 
haps entirely ftil of a cure. Our discii^ 
plme is addressed, both to the body and 
hiindof the patient.'* 

Thaddeus perceived the necessity of 
compliance^ and did so without farther 
hesitation. 

« 

" The calamities, sir, which have occa- 
sioned the derangement of my friend, need 
^ot be any secret ; too many have shared 
them with him; his sorrows have been 
public ones. You mufl learn by his lan- 
guage^ Dr. Cavendish^ that he is a fch 
feigner and a soldier ; he held the rank 
e£ general in the king of Poland's service. 
Since the period in which bis country fell, 
hfs wandering senses have approximated 
to what you «ee/* 

Dr. Cavendish paused for a moment^ 
before he answered the count ; then, fix- 
ing his eyes upon the veteran, who was 
fitting at the other end of the room^ form- 

1 ^ ing 
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ing the model of a fortified town^ be 
said — 

^' All that we caa do, at present^ sir, is 
to permit him to follow his schemes with- 
out contradiction ; meanwhile^ strengthen-- 
ing his system with proper medicines, and 
lulling its irritation by gentle opiates. 
We must proceed cautiously ^ and I trust, 
in Heaven, that success will crown us at 
last* 

When the doctor bad written bis pre- 
scriptiot), and was preparing to go, Tbad- 
deus ofiered him bis fee ; but the good 
Cavendish taking the band that presented 
it^ and dosing ft on the guinea, '^ No, my 
dear sir," said be, ^^ real patriotism is too 
inucb the idol of my heart, to allow me to 
xeceive payment when I behold her face. 
Suffer me, Mr. Constantine, to visit you 
and your brave friend as « frieiid, or I 
never come again ?'* 

'^ Sir, this generous conduct to stfan- 
gcrs." 

^' Generous to myself^ Mr. Constantine, 

and 
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and not to strangers ; I cannot consider 
you ad such ; for men, who devote them- 
selves to their country, must find a bro- 
ther in every honest breast. I will not 
hear of our meeting on any other terms." 
Thaddeus could not immediately form 
a reply adequate to the sentiment which 
the generosity and philanthropy of the 
doctor awakened. Whilst he stood, inca- 
pable of speaking, Cavendish^ with one 
glance of his penetrating eye^ deeypher- 
ed his countenance; and, giving him a 
friendly shake by the hand, disappeared. 

The count took up his hat ; and, muft« 
ing all the way he went, on the unex* 
pected- scenes we meet in life ; disappoint^^ 
ment where we expected kindness, and 
friendship where no hope could arise ; he 
arrived at the door of Lady Dundas, in 
Harlcy- street. 

He was instantly let in ; and, with much 
ceremony, ushered into a splendid library^ 
where he remained, in expectation of his 
pupils. Before they entered^ they allowed 

1 4 him 
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him sirfiicfeat time, to examine Its cofttly 
furniture, its glittering book -cases, bird^^ 
cages, globes^ and reading-stands, all 
shining with burnished gilding; its plas-* 
ter casts of the nine muses^ which stood 
in nine recesses about the room, draperied 
with blue net looped up with artificial 
roses ; and, on each side of a fine cutsteel 
Rumford stove, were placed, ort sandal- 
wood pedestals, two five- feet statues of 
Apollo and Minerva. 

Thaddeus had twice walked round these 
foppmes of learning, when the door open- 
ed, and Lady Dtindas, dressed in a morn- 
iog wn^per made of Indian shawls, wad<* 
died into the apartment. She dettber 
bowed nor ciirtdied to the couat, who was 
standing when she entered, but, looking 
at him from head to foot, said, as she pas« 
sed, " So you are come;" and, ringing 
the bell, called to the servant in no very 
goft tones^ ^^ Tell Miss Dundas, that the 
person Lady Tinemouth spoke of is here/' 
Her ladyship then sat down close to tbe 

fire. 
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fire, in one of the little gilded chairs, 
leaving Thaddeus still standing on the 
spot where he had bowed io her entrance. 

"You may sit down,' cried she, not 
deigning to look at him, and stirring the 
firci " for my daughter may not choose 
to come this half hour." 

" I prefer standing," replied the counf^, 
^ho could have laughed at the accuracy 
of Miss Egerton's picture, had he not 
prognosticated many disagreeables to him- 
self, from' the ill manners, of which thii- 
was a specimen. 

Lady Dundas took no farther notice of 
film. .Turning from her bloated counte* 
nance, (which pride, as well as high eat- 
ing, had swoln from prettyness to defor- 
mity,) he walked to a window, and sta-^ 
tioned^ himself there, looking into the: 
street, until the door was again opened^ 
and two ladies made their appearance. 

**Mis8 Dundas," cried her ladyship^ 

'^ here is the young man \vho is to teacb 

you German.*' 

i; 5 Thad^ 
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Thaddeus bowed ; the younger of thie 
ladies curtsied ; and so did the other, not 
forgetting to accompany such condescen- 
sion with a toss of the head, that the ef- 
fect of undue humility might be done 
away. 

Whilst a servant was setting chairs 
round a table, on which was painted the 
judgment of Hercules, Lady Dundas 
again opened her lips. 

" Pray, Mr. 1 hingumbob, have you 
brought any grammars, and primers, and 
dictionaries, and syntaxes, with you ?*' 
' Before be bad time to reply in the ne- 
gative. Miss Dundas, with a frown, inter- 
rupted her mother. 

** I wish, madam, that you would leave 
the arrangement of my studies to myself. 
Does your ladyship think^ that we would 
learn out of any book, which bad been 
touched by other people ? Thomas," cried 
she, to a servant, " send Stevens hither." 

Thaddeus silently contempiated this 
abange mother and daughter^ whilst the 

pretty 
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pretty Eophemia paid the same compli* 
ment to him. Daring his stay, he ven* 
tured to look once only,, at her Sylpbid 
figure* There was an unreceding some-^ 
thing in her liquid blue eyes, when he 
chanced to meet them, which displeased 
him ; and he saw, that, from the instant 
she entered the room, she had never ceas- 
ed staring in his face. 

He was a little relieved, by the maid 
putting the books on the table : and Misi» 
Dundas, taking a seat,, desired him to sit 
down by her, and arrange the lessons. 
Lady Dundas was drawing to the other 
side of the count, when Euphemia sud- 
denly whisking round, pushed before her 
mother, and actually elbowed her out 
with this exclamation — 

** Dear mamma 1 you don't want to 
learn!'* and she squeezed herself upon the 
edge of her mother's chair; who, very aii»» 
grtly, getting up, declared^ that rudeness 
to a parent, was intolerable from sucb well 
bred young women > and led the room» 

16 EupfacK 
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Eupbemia blushed at th^s reproof^ more, 
than at her conduct ; and Miss Dundas 
added to her confusion^ by giving her a 
second reprimand* 1 haddeus, who pitied 
thd evident embarrassment of the little 
beauty, to relieve her^ presented to hot 
the page in the German grammar with 
which they. were to begin. This had the 
desired effect^ and for an hour and a half 
they prosecuted their studies with close 
attention. 

Whilst the count continued his direc* 
tions to her sister, and then, turned his 
address to herself. Miss Euphemia, wholly 
unseen by him, with a bent head, was af^ 
fecting to hear him, though at the same 
time she looked obliquely through her 
thick flaxen ringlets ; and gazing w ith 
wonder and adiniration on his face^ as it 
inclined towards her, said to herself, '* If 
this man were a gentleman, I should 
think bim the most charming creature in 
theworld/^ 

<^ WiU your tuk be too loi]|g, madam ?'^ 

enquired 
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enquired Tbaddeus, *• will it give you any 
inconvenience to remember ?" 

" To remember wbat ?'* &sked sbe, for 
in truth she had neither seen what h^ 
had been pointing at, nor heard what ho 
bad been saying. 

^' The lesson^ madam, that I have just 
been proposing/' 

'' Shew it to me again, and then I shall 
be i better judge." 

He did as be was desired ; s^nd was 
taj^tng bis leave, when she called after 
bim, 

" Pray, Mr, Con^tantine, come to-mor- 
row at two. I want you particularly." 

The count bowed and withdrew. 

*^^ And what do you want with him 
to morrow, child ?" asked Miss Dundas, 
^^ you are not accustomed to be so fond 
of improvement." 

' Eupbemia knew very well what she was 
accustomed to.be fond of; but not chus- 
ing to let her austere sister into her predU 
lection for the CGntemplation of superior 

beauty. 



t%2 THADDEUS OP WARSAW* 

beauty, she merely answered, ^ Yoii 
know, Diana, that you often reproach me 
for nfiy absurd devotion to novel reading, 
and my repugnance to graver books ; now 
I want at once to be like you, a wonraa 
of great erudition ; and, for that purpose^ 
I will study day and night at the German^ 
till I can read all the philosophers, and be 
a fit companion for my sister/' 

This speech from Euphemia^ (who had 
always been so declared an enemy to pe- 
dantry, as to affirm, that she learnt Ger- 
man, merely, because it was the fashion,) 
would have awakened Miss Dandas to 
some suspicion of a covert design^ had 
she not been in the habit of taking down 
such large draughts of adulation^ that 
where herself was the subject of encomium, 
she gave it full confidence. Eophemia, 
who seldom administered these doses^ but 
to serve particular views, seeing, in ike 
present case, that a little fkttery was ne- 
cessary, felt no compunction in sacrificing 
sincerity to the gratifi<;atioit of her capriqa 

Weak 
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Weak of understanding, she had fed 
on works of imagination, until her mind 
loathed all other kind of food. Not con- 
tent with devouring the elegant pages of 
Mackenzie, West, and De Genlis, she 
flew with voracious appetite, to sate her- 
self on the '* garbage" of any circulating 
library that fell in her way. 

The effects of such a taste^ were soon 
exhibited in her manners. Being very 
pretty, she became very sentimental. She 
dressed like a wood nymph ; and talked, 
as if her soul were made up of love and 
sorrow: though neither of these emotions 
she knew by exjjerience, nevertheless, she 
was ever the victim of some ill-fated pas- 
sion ; at least she fancied herself, at diflfe- 
rent periods, in love with all the fine men 
about town. 

By this management, she kept faithful 
to her favourite principle, that *' love was a 
fcant of her soul .'" As rt was the rule of 
her life, it ever trembled on her tongue i 
ever intf oduced the confession of any new 

attach- 
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attachment, which ususdly happened three 
times a year, to her dear friend. Miss Ara-> 
bella Rothe^. Fortunatfely for the longe-- 
vity of their mutual friendship, owing to« 
the compulsion of an old uncle^ this young 
lady lived in an ancient bouse, forty miled 
to the north of London. This latter cir-» 
cumstance proved a pretty distress fpr their 
pens to descant on^ and Arabella remain- 
ed a most charming sentimental writing 
stock, to receive the catalogue of Miss 
Euphemia's lovers 5 indeed, that gentle 
creature might have matched every lady 
in Cowley's calendar with a gentleman: 
Every throb of her heart could have 
acknowledged a different master. Firsfi 
the fashionable sloven^ Augustus Somersy 
lounged aad sauntered himself into her 
good graces: but his dishevelled hair^. 
soiled linen, and dirty great coat, not 
exactly meeting her ideas of an elegant 
lover,' she gave him up at the end of three 
weeks. The next object her eyes fell upon^ 
a« most opposite to ber former fancy^ was 

the 
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the charmiDg noarqais of Inverary. But 
here all her arrows fsuled^ ipr ftbe never 
could extract more than a hum d'ye do ? 
from him, through the long lapse of four 
months j during which time she continued 
as constant to his fine figure^ and her own 
foily^ as coujd have failed to the lot of any 
poor cfespatring damsel. However, my 
lord was so cruel, so peifidious, as to allow 
several opportunites to pass, in which he. 
might have declared his passion ; and she 
told Arabella^ in a letter of six sheets, that 
she would bear it bo hxiger. 

She put this wise resolution in practice; 
and bad already pkyed the same game 
with hdtf a score, (the last of whom was a 
young guard&iDan, who had just rode into 
her heart, by managing his steed, with the 
air of an Alexander, every day in Hyde 
Park,) when ThaddQU$ made his af^ear-* 
ance before her. 

The moment she fixed her eyes on bim, 
her inflammable imagination was set in 
a blaze« She forgot his apparent subordi^ 

nate 
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nate quality^ in the nobleness of bis figure; 
and^ once or twice, that evening, whilst 
she was flitting about the sparkling cyno- 
sure of the dutchess of Orkney's masque- 
rade, her thoughts hovered over the hand- 
some foreigner. 

She viewed the subject, first one way 
and then another, and in her ever-varying 
mind, " he was ei^ery thing by turnSt and 
nothing long ;*' but at length she argued 
herself into a belief, that he must be a man 
of rank from some of the German courts, 
who having seen her somewhere unknown 
to herseU^ bad fallen in love, and per* 
suaded Lady Tinemouth to introduce him 
as a language-master to her family^ that 
he might be enabled to appreciate the dis- 
interestedness of her disposition. 

This wild idea having once gotten into 
her bead, received instant credence. She 
resolved, without seeming to suspect it, to 
treat him as his quality deserved, and to 
deliver 9entimcnts in his hearing, which 
should charm him with their delicacy and 
generosity. Witb 
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With these chimeras floating in her 
brain^ she returned home, went to bed^ 
and dreamed that Mr. Constantine bad 
turned out to be Monsieur, bad offered 
her his hand, and that she was conducted 
to the altar by a train of princes and 
princesses, his brothers and sisters. 

She awoke the next morning from these 
d.liriums, in an ecstacy, deeming them 
prophetic ; and, taking up her book, be«* 
gan, with a fluttering attention, to scan 
the lesson which Tbaddeus had desired 
her to learn. 
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CHAP. VII. 

1 HE following day at noon^ zs the count 
Sobicski was crossing over Cavendisb^ 
square^ to keep his appointment in Harley- 
street, be was met by Lady Sara Roosv 
Sbe bad spoken with the Miss Dundasser 
the mgbt before^ at the masquerade ;. 
where discovering the pretty Eupbemia 
through the dress of Eloisa,, her jealaua 
and incensed heart, could not withstand 
the temptation of hinting at the captivat- 
ing Abelard, whom she had elected ta 
direct her studies. Her ladyship soon 
penetrated into the situation of Euphemia^s 
heated fancy ; and drew from her, with- 
out betraying herself, that she expected to 
see her master the following day. Lady 
Sara, stung to the soul, immediately 
quitted the rooms^^ and, in a paroxysm o£ 

disappoiflt- 
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disappointment, determined to throw her- 
self in his way as he went to their house. 

With this hop«, she had already been 
traversing the square upwards of an hour, 
when her aniuous eye, at last caught ^ 
view of his figure, proceeding along Mar- 
garet-street. Hardly able to support her 
tottering frame, shaken as it was with 
contending emotions, sbe accosted him 
first ^ for he was passing straight onwards, 
without looking to the right or the left. 
On seeing her ladyship he topped, and 
expressed his pleasure at the meeting. 

^^ If you real/j/ are pleased to meet me," 
said she, forcing a smile, " take a turn 
with me round the square. I want t6 
speak with you." 

Thadde» s bowed, and her ladyship put - 
her arm through his, but remained silent 
for a few minutes, in evident confusion! 
The count recollected that it must now be 
quite two. He .new the awkwardness of 
makin^ the Misses Dundass wait; and, 
notwithstanding his reluctance to 'appear 

impa* 
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impatient with I^dy Sara^ he found him- 
self obliged to say, 

** I am sorry that I must urge your 
ladyship to honour me with your com- 
mands, for it is already past the time 
when I ought to have been with the Miss 
Dundasses." 

" Yes,*' cried Lady Sara, angrily, "Miss 
Euphemia told me as much ; but Mr. 
Constantine, as a friend, I must warn you 
against her arts ; as well as against those 
of another lady, who would do well to 
correct the boldness of her nnannen" 

'* Whom do you mean, madam ?** in- 
terrogated Thaddeus, surprised at her 
warmth, and totally at a loss to conjecture 
to whom she alluded. 

" A little reflection would answer you," 
returned she, wishing to retreat from an 
explanation, yet stimulated by her double 
jealousy to proceed ; '* She may be a good 
girl, Mr. Constantine, and I dare say she 
is ; but a woman who has promised her 
hand to another, ought sot to flirt with 

you. 
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you. What business bad Miss Egerton 
to command you to wear an £nglish 
dress ? But sbe must now see the danger 
of her conduct, by your having presumed 
to obey her. " 

*^ Lady Sara!** exclaimed the count, 
much hurt at this speech, ^^ I hardly un- 
derstand you ; yet I believe I may venture 
to affirm, that in all which you have just 
now said, you are mistaken. Who can 
witness the general frankness of Miss 
Egerton, or listen to the candid manner 
with which she avows her attachment to 
Mr. Montressor, and conceive that she 
possesses any thoughts^ which would not 
do her honour to reveal ? And for my- 
self/' added he, lowering the tone of his 
voice, ^' I trust, the least of my faults is 
presumption. It never was my character 
to presume on any lady's condescension ; 
and if dressing as she desired, be deemed 
an instance of that kind, I can declare 
upon my word, had I not found other noo- 

tives 
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tives besides her raillery, my appearance 
should not have suffered any change." 

*^ Are you sincere, Mr. Constantine ?" 
cried Lady Sara, now smiling with plea- 
sure. 

" Indeed, I am ; and happy, if my ex- 
planation have met wrth your ladyship's 
approbation." 

** Mr. Constantine,* resumed she, " I 
have no motive but one, in my discourse 
with you ; friendship.* And, casting her 
eyes down, she sighed profoundly. 

" Your ladyship does me honoitr." 

** I would have you regard me with the 
same confidence that you pay Lady Tine- 
mouth. My father possesses the first pa- 
tronage ^n this country ; therefore I have 
it a thousand times more in my power 
than she ha::, to render you a service." 

Here her ladyship overshot herself: sh'e 
had not calcalafted weH on the nature of 
the mind she wished to ensnare. 

^' I am grateful to yotir generosity," r&- 

plied 
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plied Thaddeus ; ' ' but on this bead I 
must decline your kind offices. Whilst I 
consider myself the subject of one king, 
though he be in a prison, I will not accept 
of any employment under another who is 
in alliance with his enemies." 

Lady Sara discovered her erroi* the mo- 
ment he had made his answer ; and, in a 
disappointed tone, exclaimed, ** Then you 
despise'hiy friendship !" 

** No, Lady Sara ; it is an honour far 
beyond my merits : and my gratitude to 
Lady Tinemoiith must be doubled, when 
I recollect, that I possess it through her 
means." 

" Well,'* cried her ladyship, " have 
that as you will ; but I expect as a speci- 
men of your confidence in me, that you 
will be wary of Euphemia Dundas. I 
know that she is artful and vain, and finds 
amusement in attracting the affections of 
men ; and then, notwithstanding her af- 
fected sensibility, she tprns them into a 
Sisbjtct for laughter." 

TOL. II. K . ^^ I thank 
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^^ I thank your ladyship/' replied tlie 
cpunt ; ^* but in this respect^ I think that 
I am nsSe, both from the lady and myself.'' 

^^ How V* asked Lady Sara, rather too 
eagerly, ^* is your heart ?"— She paused^ 
and looked down. 

^^ No, madam;" replied he, sighing as 
deeply as herself, but with bis tboughta 
far from her, and the object o{ their dis- 
course ; '' I have no place in my heart to 
give to love. Besides, the quality in which 
I appear at Lady Dundas*s, would pre-> 
dude the vainest man alive, fi'om suppos* 
log, that such behaviour from any lady 
to him, could be possible Therefore, I 
am safe ; though I acknowledge my obli- 
gation to your ladyship's caution/' 

Lady Sara was satisfied with the first 
part of this answer. It declared that his 
heart was unoccupied ; and as h^ had 
accepted her proffered friendship, she 
doubted not, but that when assisted by 
more frequent displays of her fascinations, 
she could destroy its lambent naturQi and, 

in 
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ia the end, light up in his bosom a similar 
fire to that which consumed her own. 

The almost unconscious object of all 
these desires hegan^ internally, to accuse 
fais vanity of being too fanciful in the &r« 
mation of suspicions, whicb^ on a former 
occasion, he had believed himself forced 
to admit ; and, blushing at a quickness of 
perception, which his contrition nomi* 
nated a weakness, he found himself at the 
bottom of Harley-street. 

Lady Sara called her servant to walk 
nearer to her; and, telling Thaddeus^ 
that she should expect to meet him the 
next evening at Lady Tinemouth*s, wished 
him good morning. 

He was certain that he must have staid 
at least half an hour beyond the time 
when he had promised to be with the 
sisters. Anticipating very haughty looks^ 
and, perhaps, a reprimand, he knocked at 
the door, and was again shewn into the 
library. Miss Euphemi^ was sitting alone* 
The count offered some indistinct ex*- 
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c«se for having made her wait, but Eu-* 
phemia^ with good humoured alacriW, 
interrupted him. 

" O pray, don't mind ; you have made 
nobody wait but me, and I can easily for- 
give it i for mamma and my sister chose to' 
go out .at one, it being May-day, to see 
the chimney-sweepers dine at Mrs. Mon- 
tague's. They did as they liked; and'I 
preferred staying at home to repeat my 
lesson.'* 

Thaddeus, thanking her for her indul- 
gence, sat down, and, taking the book, 
began to question her. Not one word 
could she recollect She smiled. 

" I am afraid, madam, that you have 
never thought of it since yesterday morn- 
ing?" 

'* Indeed I have thought of nothing 
else J you must forgive me ; I am very 
stupid, Mr. Constantine, at learning lan- 
guages, and German is so harsh — at least 
to my ears ! Cannot you teach me any 
other thing ? I should like to learn of 

you 
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you of all things, but do think of some- 
thing else besides this odious jargon! 
Cannot you teach me how to read poetry 
elegantly ? Shakspcare, for instance $ I 
doat upon Shakspeare ! " 

" That would be strange presumptionj 
, in a foreigner/* 

^* No presumption in the least/' cried 
she, " if you can do it, pray begin 1 there 
is Romeo and Juliet" 

Thaddeus pushed away the book with 
a smile. 

" I cannot do it. I understand him 
with as much ease, as you, madam, will 
soon do Grerman, if you apply ; but I can- 
not pretend to read him aloud/' 

" Dear me^ how vexatious! — But I 

. must hear you read something. Do, take 

up that Werter. My sister got it from 

. the Prussian Ambassador, and he tells me 

it is sweetest in its own language/* \ 

The count opened the book. 

*• But you will not understand a word 
of it.* 

K 3 ^* I don't 
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*' I don't care for that ; 1 have it by 
beart in English ; and if you will only 
read his last letter to Charlotte, I know I 
can follow you in my own mind." 

To please this whimsical little creature, 
Tbaddeus turned to the letter, and read it 
forward with a pathos^ that was natural to 
his voice and character. When he came 
to an end, and closed the volume, the ca* 
dence of his tones, and the lady's memory^ 
did ample justice to her sensibility. She 
looked up, and smiling through her watery 
eyes,. which glittered like violets wet with 
dew, drew out her perfumed handkerchief^ 
and wiping them, said : 

" I thank you, Mr. Ci^nstantine. ToU 
see, by this irrepressible emotioUj that I 
feel Goetbie, and did iK>t ask you a vaid 
favour." 

Ttiadd^us bowed, for he was at a loss to 
guess, what kind of a reply, could be ex« 
pected by such a strange creature. 

She continued: 

*''""^'" « Yon 
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*^ You ane a German, Mr. Coo0tantine. 
Did you ever see Charlotte ?** 

" Never, madam." 

'^ I am sorry for that ; I should baVe 
liked to have heard what sort of a beauty 
«he was. But, don't you think she be- 
haved cruelly to Werter ? Perhaps you 
knew him ?'' 

'^ No, madam ; this lamentable story 
happened betbre I was born/* 

" How unhappy for him ! I am sure 
you would have made the most charming 
friends in the world I Have you a friend, 
Mr. Constant! ne ?" 

The count looked at her with surprise. 
She laughed at the expression of his couu^ 
tenance. 

'^ I don't mean such friends as one's 
father, mother, sisters, and relations; 
most people have enough of them. I 
mean a tender confiding friend, to whom 
you unbosom all your seerets; who is 
your other self, a second soul ! In short, 

K 4 a crea* 
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a creature in whose existence you forget 
your own !" 

Thaddeus followed, with bis eyes, the 
heightened colour of the fair enthusiast ; 
who, accompanying her rhapsody, with 
action expressive as her words, had to 
repeat her question, *' have you such a 
friend f before he found recollection to 
answer her in the negative. 

The count, who nev.er had been used 
to such extravagant behaviour in a wo« 
man, would have regarded Miss Euphe- 

. mia Dundas as little better than insane, 
had he not been prepared by Miss. Eger- 

■ ton's description ; and he now acquiesced 
in her desire, to detain him another hour ; 
half amused, and half wearied, with her 
aimless and wild fancies. But here he 
was mistaken, her fancies wctc not aim- 
less; his heart was the game she bad in 
view; and she determined, that a despe- 
rate attack should make it her own, in 
return for the deep wounds, which she 

had 
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had received, from every tone of his voice, 
whilst reading the Sorrows of Werter. 

Thaddeus spent near a fortnight in the 
constant exercise of his occupations. In 
the mornings, until two, he prepared those 
drawings, by the sale of which he was 
empowered to pay the good Mrs. Robson, 
for her care of his friend. And he hoped, 
that when the ladies in Harley-street 
should think it time to defray any part of 
their now large debt to him, he might be 
enabled to liquidate the very long bill of 
his friend's apothecary. But the Misses 
Dundas possessed too much money to 
think of its utility ; they used it as coun- 
ters ; for they had no conception, that to 
other people, it was the purchaser of al- 
most every comfort. Their comforts came 
so certainly, that they supposed they grew, 
of necessity, out of their situation; and 
that their great wealth owned no other 
commission, than to give splendid parties, 
and buy fine things. Their golden shower 
being exhaled by the sanae power of va* 

K 5 nity. 



r- 



•Oa THADDSUS OP WARSAW. 

nity, by which it had been shed^ they as 
little r^;arded its dispersion^ as they had 
iharked its fall. 

Hence^ these amiable ladies^ never once 
recolleeted^.that their master ought to re** 
ceive some weightier remuneration for his 
visits, than the honour of paying them ; 
and> as poets tell, that all honours are at- 
chieved by much hardihood^ so these two 
sisters, though in different ways, seemed 
resolved, that Thaddeus should purchase 
his distinction with adequate pains. 

Notwithstanding that Miss Dundass 
continued very remiss in her lessons, she 
unrelentingly required the count^s attend* 
ance; and, sometimes not in the most 
gentle language, reproached him for a 
backwardness, which she owed entirely to 
her own inattention and stupidity. The 
fair Diana, would have been the most 
learned woman in the world, could she 
have found any fine-lady path to the texn* 
pie of science ; but the goddess who pre* 
sides there, being only to be won by ar* 

duous 
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duoufl climbing, poor Miss Dundas, like 
^e indolent monarch, who made the same 
demand of the philosophers^ was obliged 
to lay the fault of her own slippery feet 
on the weakness of her conductors. 

As Thaddeus despised her most bear* 
tily, he bore ill humour from that quarter 
with unshaken equanimity. But the pretty 
Euphemia was not so easily managed : 
she had now completely given up her 
fanciful soul to this prince in disguise ; 
and already began to act a thousand ex- 
travagancies. Diana, without suspecting 
the object, soon discovered that she was in 
one of her love fits. Indeed she cared 
nothing about it; and, leaving her to 
pursue the passion as she liked, poor Eu- 
phemia^ according to her custom, wiiea 
labouring under this whimsical malady, 
addicted herself to solitude. . This roman- 
tic taste she generally indulged, by taking 
her footman to the gate of the green in 
Cavendish square, where he stood until 
the performed a pensive saunter up and 
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down the walk. After lhis» she returned^ 
adjusted her hair in the Madona fashidn^ 
because the count had^ one day, admired 
the female head in a hbly family, by 
Guido, over Ae chininey^^piece ; tben« 
seating herself in some becoming attitude^ 
she usually waited, with her eyes con- 
stantly taming to the door^ until the ob- 
ject of these pains presented himself. . She 
impatiently watched all his motions and 
looks^ whilst he attended to her sister; 
and^ the moment he was done, ran oyer 
her own lessons with greater volubility 
than clearness. This finished^ she shut 
the books^ and employed the remainder 
of the time^ in translating a number of 
little mottoes into German, which she 
composed for boxes, baskets^ and other 
frippery. . 

One day, when the count5 as usual, was 
tired to death with making common sense 
out of so much nonsense^ Euphemia, ob- 
serving that Diana was at the other end of 
tlie room with the honourable Mr. Las- 

cellcs^ 
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cdleSj (for Miss Dundas, to give an eelat 
to her new studies^ bad lately opened her 
library door to morning visitors,) thought 
that she might do what she wished with^ 
out detection ; and hastily drawing a 
folded paper from her pocket, she desired 
Thaddeus to take it home^ and translate it 
into what language he liked. 

The county surprised at her manner, 
held it in his band. 

^' Put it in your pocket," added she, ia 
> a hurrying voice, ^^ else my sister will see 
it^ and ask what it is !'* 

Thaddeus, full of wonder, obeyed her ; 
and the little beauty^ having executed her 
scheme, seemed quite intoxicated with d^ 
light. When be was preparing to with- 
draw, she called to him, and asked him 
when he should see Lady Tinemoutb. 
This evening, madam." 
Then," returned she, •* tell her lady* 
3hip that I shall come and sit half an hour 
with her to-night; and here," added she, 
running up to him, ^* present her that 

rose 
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rose with my love," Whilst she put it 
into his band^ she whispered^ in a low 
voice, ** and you will tell me what you 
think of those verses which I have given 
you." 

Tbaddeus blushed, and bowed. He 
hurried out of the house into the street ; 
as if, by that baste, he could altogether 
have gotten out of a dilemma, to which 
he feared all this foolish mystery of £u« 
phemia was only the introduction. 

Though the count Sobieski was, of all 
men in the world, perhaps the least in- 
clined to vanity ; yet he must have been 
also the most stupid, if he had not been 
convinced, by this time, of the criminal 
attachment of Lady Sara. Added to this 
disagreeable certainty, he more than half 
dreaded a similar folly in Miss Euphemia. 

Can a man see himself the daily object 
of a pair of melting eyes ; bear everlasting 
sighs at his entrance and departure ; day 
after day receive tender, though covert, 
addresses about disinterested love 3 can 

he 
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he witness all this^ and be sincere^ when 
lie afErms that it is the language of in^ 
tlifference ? If that be possible, the count 
Sobieski has no pretensions to modesty. 
He comprehended the * discoursing^ of 
Miss Euphemia's ^ eye/ also the tendency 
of the love-sick mottoes, which, under 
Tarious excuses, she put into his hand ; 
and, with -many a smile mixed with pity, 
he contemplated her childish absurdity. 

A few days prior to that in which she 
made this appointment with the count, 
she presented to him another of her de-^ 
vices, which ran thus :— " Frighted Love^ 
like a wild beast, shakes the wood in 
which it hides." 

Thaddeus almost laughed at the oddity 
of this conceit. 

** Do, dear Mr. Constantine,*' cried 
she, ^^ translate it into the sweetest French 
you can ; for I mean to have it put into a 
medallion, and to give it to the person 
whom I most value on earth !" 

There waa soihething so truly ridtculout 

in 
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in the sentence^ tbat^ reluctant to allow 
even Miss Eapbemia to expose herself so 
far^ he considered a moment how he 
should make any thing so bad^ bet^ter^ and 
then said, '' I am afraid I cannot translate 
it literally : but surely, madam, you can 
do it yourself l'*^ 

*^ Yes, but I like your French better 
than mine ; so set abbut it." 

He had done the same kind of thing a 
hundred times, and, without farther par- 
ley, wrote as follows : 

^^ L'amour, tel qu'one bicbe blessee, se 
trahit lui-m^me par sa crainte, qui fait re* 
muer le feuillage qui le couvre/' 

" Bless me, how pretty V^ ^ cried she, 
and immediately put it into her bosom. 

To this unlucky addition of the words 
se trahit luUmime^ Thaddeus was indebted 
for the present of the folded paper. The 
ever- working imagination of Euphemia, in 
a moment seized the inserted thought as 
a delicate avowal, that he was the wounded 
deer, which he had. substituted in place of 

the 
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the wild beast ; and^ as soon as he arrived 
at home^ he found the effects of her mis- 
take in the packet, Avhich she had given 
with so much secrecy. 

When he broke the seal something 
dropped out, and fell on the carpet. He 
took it up, and blushed like scarlet, on 
finding a gold medallion, with the words 
he had altered for Miss Euphemia en- 
graved on blue enamel. With an agitated 
hand he next looked at the envelope; it 
contained a copy of verses, with this line 
written at the topt 

, ^^ To him who will apply them." 

On perusing farther, he found them to 
be Mr. Phillips' beautiful translation of 
that ode of Sappho^ which runs : 

^^ Blest as the itanmortal gods is be, 
^^ The friend who fondly sits by thee, 
^^ And hears and sees thee all the while, 
*^ Softly speak, and sweetly smile ! 
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<< 'Twas this depriT'd injr soul of rest, 
<< And raised snch tnmalts in 1117 breast ; 
** For while I gaz'd/ia transport tost, 
*^ My breath was gone, my Toke was lost. 

<< My bosom glow'd ; the subtle flame 
<' Ran quick through all my Tttal frame ; 
^^ O'er my dim eyes a darkness hung i 
^^ My ears with hollow murmurs rung. 

*^ In dewy damps my limbs were chilPd ; 
^* My blood with gentle horrors thriU'd j 
'^ My feeble pulse forgot to play : 
^^ I fainted, sunk, and dy'd away !" 

" EUPHEMIA.'* 

Tbaddeus threw both them and the me- 
dallion together on the table, and sat for a 
few minutes, considering how he should 
extricate himself from an affair so truly 
farcical. 

He was thinking of at once giving up 
the task of attending either of the srsters, 
when, his eyes falling on the uncomplain- 
ing but melancholy features of his poor 
friend, he es^claimed, " No ; for thy sake, 

gallant 
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gallant Butzou^ I will brave every 9cen€^ 
however abhorrent to my heart ! " 

Well aware^ from observation on Miss 
Euphemia^ that the seeming tenderness^ 
which prompted an act so wild and un* 
Ibecoming, originated in mere caprice^ he 
did not hesitate in determining, to returq 
the things in as handsome a manner as 
possible, and, by so doing, at once crush 
the whole affair. He felt no pain in 
forming these resolves ; because he saw, 
that not one impulse of her conduct 
sprung from her heart. It was a whim 
raised by him to day, which might be 8U« 
perseded by another to*morrow. 

But bow different was the case with re- 
gard to Lady Sara I Her uncontrolled na* 
ture could not long brook the restraints of 
friendship Every attention that he gave 
to Lady Tinemouth, every civility that be 
paid to Miss Egerton, or to any other lady 
whom he met at the countess's, went like 
a dagger to her soul ; and, whenever sho 
•could gain his ear in private, she generally 

made 
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.made him sensible of her misery^ and his 
own unhappiness in being its cause^ by re- 
proacheSy which too unequivocally pro- 

, claimed their source. 

He now saw that her ladyship had given 
way to a dangerous and headstrong pas- 
sion ; and^ allowing for the politeness 
which is due from his sex^ he tried^ by an 
appearance of the most stubborn coldness^ 
and an obstinate perversity in shutting his 
apprehension against'all her speeches and 

. actions, to stem a tide which threatened 
her with ruin. 

Lady Tinemouth at last began to open 
her eyes to the perilous situation of both 

•her friends.' Highly as she esteemed 
Thaddeus> she knew not the extent of his 
integrity. She bad lived too long about 
the court of G reat Britarn ; and had seen 

' too many men from the courts of the con- 
tinent, to place much reliance on the ho- 
nour of a single and unattached young 

. man, when assailed by rank^ beauty, and 

love. * 

Alarmed 
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Alarmed at what might be the result of 
her observations, and fearing to lose any 
tinoe, she had that very evening, in which 
she expected the count to supper, drawn 
out c^Lady Sara the unhappy state of her 
heart. 

The dreadful confession was made by 
her ladyship, with repeated showers of 
tears, and in paroxysms of agony, which 
pierced the countess to the soul. 

" My dear Lady Sara," cried she, " for 
Heaven's sake, remember your duty to 
Captain Roos!'* 

^* I shalt never forget itT' exclaimed 
her ladyship, shaking her head mourn- 
fully, and striking her breast with her 
clenched hand ; *^ I never look on the face 
of Constantine, that I do not execrate 
from ray heart, the vows which I have 
sworn to Roos ; but I have bound myself 
his property ; and, though I hate him, 
whatever it may cost me, I will never for- 
get, that my faith and honour are my bus-' 

band's." 

Lady 
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Lady Tiaemoutlii with a countenance^ 
bathed io tearst put her arms round the 
waist of Lady Sara^ who now sat motion- 
less, with her eyes fixed on the fire, 

'^ Dear Lady S«^! that was spdken 
like yourself. Do more; abstain from 
seeing Mr. Constantine.*' 

** Don't require of me^ that 1" cried her 
ladyship. ^^ I could easier rid myself of 
existence. He is the very essence of my 
happiness. It is only in his company, 
that I forget,^ that I am a wretch." 

^^ This is obstinacy, my dear Lady 
Sara ! This is courting danger." 

** Lady Tinemouth, urge me no more 
on the subject. Is it not enough/* conti- 
nued she> sullenly, ^^ that I am miser- 
able ? Would you drive me to despera- 
tion ! If there be danger you brought me 
into it" 

i^ I !'' 

** Yes, you. Lady Tincmouth j you in* 
troduced him to me.*' . 

V But 
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^^ But yovi are xnarried. Handsome and 
amiable as he is, could I suppose ' * * 

•^ Nonsense !" cried her ladyship, in- 
terropting her, ^^ you know that I am 
married to a mere fool ! But it is not 
because Constantine is handsome, that I 
like him. No; though no human form 
can come nearer to perfection, yet it 
was not that: it was you. You, and 
Maria Egerton, vrere always telling me of 
bis bravery ; what wealth and honours he 
bad sacrificed in the service of his coun-. 
try; how nobly he succoured the dis* 
tresses of others ; how heedless he was of 
bis own. This fired my imagination, and 
won my heart. No, it was not his beauty ; 
I am not so despicable ! " 

^* Dear Lady Sara, be calm !** entreated 
her ladyship, completely at a loss how to 
manage a spirit, whose violence exceeded 
her conception ; ** Think, my dear friend, 
what horrors you would experience, if Mn 
Constantine were to discover this predi- 
lection, and presume upon it ! You know, 

where 
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where even the best of mea are ytxl-- 
nerable." 

The eyes of Lady Sara, sparkled with 
pleasure at this surmise, of the countess. 

•' Why surely, Lady Sara !" exclaimed 
Lady Tinemouth, doubtihgly. 

*^ Don*t fear me. Lady Tinemouth ; I 
know my own dignity, too well to do any 
thing disgraceful ; yet I would acquire the 
knowledge that he loves me, at almost any 
price. But he is cold,** added she, sink«. 
ing again into despondence, ^^ he is a 
piece of obstinate petrefaction^ which, hea- 
ven itself could not melt !" 

Lady Tinemouth was glad to hear this 
account o(. Thaddeus ; and began to take 
a little confidence from his side ; but just 
as she was preparing to speak farther^ the 
drawiijg-room door opened, and Miss Eu-. 
phemia Dundas was announced. 

Lady Sara gave the little beauty such a 
withering look, when she expressed her 
amazement ajt not seeing Mr. CQpstftntine> 
that, had her ladyship's eyes been Medu* 

scan. 
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scan, poor Euphemia would, ever after, 
have stood there, a stone statue of disap- 
pointment. 

Mean-while, the count having seen Dr. 
Cavendish, and received a favourable opi- 
nion of his friend, wrote the following 
note to Miss Euphemia; and then ar- 
ranged his dress, before he proceeded to 
Grosvenor Place. 

'' To Miss Euphemia Dundas, 

^^ Mr. Constantine very much admires 
the taste of Miss Euphemia Dundas, in 
the choice of those verses, which she did 
him the honour of requesting he would 
translate into the most expressive lan- 
guage ; and he has to the utmost of his 
abilities, obeyed her commands in Italian, 
thinking that the best adapted, both for 
versification and the subject 

** Mr. Constantine equally admires the 
style of the medallion, which Miss E; 
Dundas condescended to enclose for his 

vol.* II. L inspec- 
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inspection, and assures her that the letters 
4tfe correct" 

When the count entered Lady Tine- 
mouth's drawing-room^ be saw that bis 
young ewmarata was already arri^j and 
in close conversation with the countess. 
Z^dy Sara, now that the discovery was 
made^ thought it unnecessary to put any 
restraint on her temper before her lady- 
ship. Seating herself alone on a sofa^ she 
was inwardly upbraiding Constantiue^ for 
what she termed an absolute assignation 
with f upbemiajt when bia name was aa- 
pounced. 

Her half resentful eyes^ yet swimming 
in. the tears, which her discourse wkfa 
Lady Tioeinoutb bad occasionadi wugbt 
hh averted face^ which was regarding IVIisa 
Dundas with a look of surprise and dis^ 
gust This pleased her i and the more so, 
as be only slightly bowed to her maU 
shook the countess by the band, and then 

Mturn- 
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reiurningy took his station beside her ofi 
dhe soik. 

She would not trust her triu»i'ph.g.«t 
©yes to wander towards Lsdy TioemoMtb, 
but immediately asked him aoine Ififiing 
.question. At the s^me fnom^nt, Euph^- 
IBta tapped him on the arm with her fan^ 
and iaqjaiFed how it hapfieQi^ tb^t sb^ 
had arrived first. 

He answered Lady Sara. Eupbemia im- 
patiently repeating her demand^ ^^ How 
did it happen that I arrived first ?'*-^^' i 
suppose, madam/' replied be, smiling, 
^' because you were so fortunate as to set 
out first. I do not believe, that I am ever 
with Lady Tinemouth before ^gbt ; and 
now, it wants five minutes of the hour. 
But had I be^n so happy as to have pre^ 
ceded you, I should certainly have exe- 
cuted your commands, and have delivered 
your message and present to Lady Tine- 
mouth* i hope your ladyship will permit me 
to do it now V said he, rising, and taking 
Euphemia's rose from his button as heap* 

L 2 proached 
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proached the countess ;— " Miss Euphc- 
mia Dundas has done me the honour to 
make me the bearer of sweets to the sweet ; 
and thus I surrender my trust." He 
bowed, and put the flower into Lady 
Tinemouth's band, who ismiled, and 
4hanked Eupbemia. But the little beauty 
blushed like her own rose; and murmur- 
ing within herself, at the literal mind cf 
her favourite, whom she thought as hand- 
some as Cimon, and as stupid too, she 
iiirted her fan, and asked Miss Egerton, 
whether she had read Charlotte Smith's 
last delightful novel. 

The evening passed off more agreeably 
to the count, than he had augured from 
4he scene, that presented itself on his en- 
trance. Lady Sara always gave him pain ; 
Miss Eupbemia teased him to death ; 
but, to-night, the storm which had agi- 
tated the breast of her ladyship, having 
subsided into thoughtfulness, it imparted 
«o -abstracted, an air to her ever lovely 
countoiaoce^ that Sobieski^ merely to 

. V elude 
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dude communication with Euphemia^ re<* 
maincd near her ; and by paying those at-* 
tentions^ which he could not avoids he sa 
deluded the wretched Lady Sara, as to 
subdue her melancholy into that enchant- 
ing softness, which rendered her the most 
captivating of women. 

The only person present who did not 
approve the change was Lady Tinemouthr 
At every dissolving smile of her Qrceaa 
ladyship, she beheld the intoxicating cup 
at the lipsof Thaddeus, and dreaded its 
effect. Euphemia was too busily em- 
ployed, repeating some new poems; and 
too intensely dreaming of what her tutor 
might say on the verses and medallion ; 
to observe the dangerous ascendancy 
\vhich the superior charms of Lady Sara 
might acquire over the breast of Constan- 
tine. Indeed, .^he had no suspicion of 
finding a rival in her ladyship ; and when 
a servant announced the arrival of her 
mother's coach, and she saw by her watch, 

L 3 that 



tftdt if W6i twelve d*cIoek^ Bbe rose re- 
luctantly, exclaiming, 

** I dhtt day some pteguiHg people hay.e 
nuiredi who are to 6tay tvith us^ else 
Blftmma \VOuld not have sent for me so 
toon/* 

" I call it late :" said Lady Sarft^ who 
Irould not lose any opportunity of con- 
tradicting hef, •* So I will thank you, Mr. 
Constailtine,'' addressing herself to him, 
^ to band me to my «oach at the same 
fimer 

Euphemia bit her lip at this movement 
c^f her ladyship ; and followed her down 
Stairs, reddening with anger. She got 
into her carriage, but would not auffer the 
^servant to close the door until she had 
ieen Lady Sara seated in heraj then, 
calling to Mr. Constantine, she desired 
him to come into the Coach. 

Lady Sara leaned her bead out of the 
window. As she saw the man whom she 
loved, step into Lady Dundas*s carriage, 

she. 
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she, in bcr turn, bit ber lips almost 
through with ve&atioii« 

** Home, my l.ady ?" asked the servant^ 
touching bis bat. 

^^ No, not till Miss Dundas's coach 
drives on^" 

Miss Eupli^mia desired Tbaddeus to 
i^oine in for a moment ; and reluctantly 
he obeyed. 

** Mr. Constantine I" cried the pretty 

aiinpleton^ trembling with expectation, 

•*^ have you opened the paper I gave you ? " 

" Yes, madam," returned he, holding 

the doorqpen, and widening it with one 

hand as be spoke — wbiUt, with the otber^ 

be presented bis note, ^^ and I have the 

honour, in that paper, to have eiecuted 

your commands." 

Eupbemia caught it eagerly ; and Thad« 
deus titimediately leaping out, wished ber 
a good night, and hurried back into the 
bouse. Whilst the carriages drove away, 
he ascended to the drawing-room to take 
leave of the countess. 

L 4 Lady 



k. 



£24 .THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 

Lady Tineijiouth, seated on the sofa, 
was leaning thoughtfully, against one of 
its arms, when he re-entered. He ap- 
proached her. 

" 1 wish you a good night Lady Tine- 
mouth." 

She turned her head. 

" Mr. Constantine, I wish you would 
stay a little longer with me ! My spirits 
are disturbed, and I am afraid it will be 
near morning before Maria returns from 

4 

Richmond. These rural balls are sad 
dissipated amusements !" 

Tbaddeus laid down his bat, and took 
a seat by her side. 

" I am happy, dear Lady Tinemouth, 
at all times to be with you ; but I am 
sorry to hear, that you hare met with any 
thing to discompose you. I was afraid, 
when I came in, that something disagree- 
able had happened ; your eyes — " 

^^ Alas ! if my eyes were always to 
shew when I have been weeping, they 
might ever be telling tales I" Her lady- 
ship 
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ship passed her hand across her eyes, as 
she spoke, and added, " we may think on 
our sorrows with an outward air of tran- 
quillity ; but we cannot always speak of 
them, without shewing that the subject 
gives us agitation." 

*^ Ah, Lady Tinemouth !'* exclaimed 
the count/drawing closer to her, ** Could 
not even your sensible heart escape cala- 
mity ?" 

"To cherish a sensible heart my young 
friend,*' replied she, " is not a very ef- 
fectual way to oppose the pressure of af. 
fliction. On the reverscj such a temper 
extracts unhappiness from causes, which 
might escape dispositions of less suscep- 
tibility. Ideas of sensibility, and sympa- 
thy, are pretty toys for a novice to play 
with ; but change tbbse wooden swords 
into weapons -of real mettle, and you will 
find the points through your heart, before 
you are aware of the danger. At least, I 
found it so. Mr. Constantine, I have 
frequently promised to explain to you, 

L 5 the 
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the re^sdn of the sadness, which so oftert 
tinges my conversation ; indeed, t know 
riot when I shall be in a fitter humour to 
indulge myself at your Wpence, for I 
never was more Wretched, never stood 
more in need of the consolation of a 
friertd/' 

She covered hef fac6 With bcf bdnd- 
k^rcbiefy ttnd remained so for some time. 
Thaddeus pressed her hand several times, 
and W&ited in respectful Hilence uritil 3he 
retoAflmeiiced. 

** Forgive me, my dear sir ; I am tery 
IbW to-night— Very nervotts. Having ett- 
eountered two or three distfesifeing Cjitr^um- 
sttftces to day, these tc^fs relieve me. 
Yoti have heard iht speak of my son^ arid 
of my lord ; yet I never collected fesolu- 
fiori to reeouiit, how we were ^parated. 
^\s riiomittg, I MW my sot! pdds my 
l^iridOw, he looked up, but the momerit I 
il^eared> he turiied away, and- hastened 
down the street. Thorigh I have received 
fritoy tttroriger proofs of <fi^Iike^ both, from 

bis 



THADDlirS OF WARSAW. 



217 



his father and himself^ yet, slight as this 
offence may seem, it pierced me to the 
heart. O, Mr. Constantine^ to know that 
the child to whom I gave life^ regards me 
with abhorrence, is dreadful — ^is beyond 
even the anxious partiality of a mother^ 
either to excuse or palliate 1 " 

** Perhaps, dear Lady Tinemoutb, y^u 
misjudge Lord Harwold ; he may be un« 
der the commands of his father, and yet, 
inwardly, long to shew you his affection 
and duty." 

*^ No, Mr. Constantine, your heart is 
too good to know what may be the guilt 
of -another. Gracious Heaven ! am I ob*- 
liged to speak so of my own son I H^ 
who was my darling ! , He who once loved 
me so dearly ! But, bear me, my dear sir ;. 
you shall judge for yourself; and you wilt 
wonder that L am now alive to endure 
more. I have suffered by him, by his far- 
ther, and by a dreadful woman, who not 
only tore my husband and children from 
me, but stood by till I was beaten to the 

h 6 ' ground. 



228 THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 

ground. Yes, Mr. Constantine, any hu- 
mane man would shudder, as you do> 
at such an assertion ; but it is too 
true. Soon after Lady Sophia Lovel 
became the mistress of my Lord, and per- 
suaded him to take my son from me^ I 
heard that the poor boy had fallen ill 
through grief, and lay sick at his lord- 
ship's house in Hampshire. I beard be 
was dying. Imagine my agonies. Wild 
with distress, I flew to the lodge, and, for- 
getful of any thing but my child, was 
hastening across the park, when I saw this 
woman, this Lady Sophia^ approaching 
me, followed by two female servants. One 
of them carried my daughter, then an in- 
fant, in her arms ; and the other, a child 
of which this unnatural wretch had rcr 
cently become the mother. I was flying 
towards my little Albina to clasp her to 
my heart, when Lady Sophia caught hold 
of my arm. Her voice now rings in my 
ears. * Woman !' cried she, ^ leave this 
place, or you shall be compelled to do so,' 

*^ Strug. 
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*^ Struggling in vain to break from her, 
I implored, only to be permitted to em- 
brace my child ; but she held me fast, and, 
regardless of my cries, ordered both the 
women to return into the house. Driven 
to despair, I dropped on my knees, con- 
juring her, by her feelings as a mother, to 
allow me for one moment to see my dying 
son; and that I would promise, by my 
hopes of everlasting happiness, to cherish 
her child as my own, should it ever stand 
in need of a friend. The horrid womaa 
only laughed at my prayers, and left mej 
lying in a swoon upon the grass. When I 
recovered,the first objects I beheld were my 
Lord and Lady Sophia standing near me, 
and myself in the arms of a man servant, 
whom they had commanded to carry me 
outside of the gate. At the sight of my 
husband, I sprang to his feet, when, with, 
one dreadful blow of his hand, he knocked 
me to the ground. Merciful providence ! 
I wonder that I retained my senses 1 I 

be -7 
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beseeched htm to give me a second blow, 
that I might suffer no more, 

^* ' Take her out of my sight/ cried 
he, ^ she is mad/ 

« 

*' I was taken out of his sight, more 
dead than alive ; and led by his pitying 
servants to an inn, where I was afterwards 
confined three weeks with a brain feVer. 
From that hour, I never knew st day c^ 
health." 

ThaddetiS was shocked beyond utter- 
ance, at this relation. The paleness of his 
countenance being the only reply he made 
to her ladyship, she resumed* 

*^ I have gone out of order. I proposed 
to inform you clearly of my situation, but 
the principal outrage of my heart rose 
immediately to my lips. I will commence 
regularly, if I can methodize my recollec*- 
tion. 

^ The Earl of Tinemouth married me 
from passion : I will not sanctify his emo- 
tions by the name of afTection 3 though/* 

added 
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added she, forcing a smile, whilst turning 
her head towards the looking-glass, she 
pat aside the crape veil which shaded her 
face, " these faded features too plainly 
declare, thai of all mankindy I loved but 
him alone!" I was just fifteen when he 
came to visit my father, who lived in Berk- 
shire. My father, Mr. Cumnor, ind hi* 
father, Lord Harwold, had been friends at 
'college. My lord, then Mr. Stanhope^ 
was young, handsome, and captivating.. 
Ite remained the autumn with us; and at 
the end ^ of that period, declared an affec- 
tion for me, which fny own heart too rea- 
dily answered. About this time he re^ 
ceived a summons from his father, and wfe 
parted. Like most girls of my age, I 
cherished an unconquerable bashful nei^s 
against admitting any confidant in my at- 
tachment; hence my parents knew no*- 
thii^g of tbe affair, until it burst upOn 
tbefn in the cruelest shape. 

^' About two months after Mr. Stan«- 
h6pe'6 depatture^ d l^er arrived from him, 

urging 
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urging me to fly to Scotland. He alleged 
as a reason for such a step^ that bis grand- 
father, the Earl of Tinemouth, insisted on 
his forming a union with Lady Sophia 
Lovd, who was a young widow, and the 
favourite niece of the most powerful noble- 
man in the kingdom. Upon this demand, 
he told the carl, on whom his affections 
were placed. His lordship, whose passions 
were those of a madman, broke out into * 
such horrible execrations, of myself and 
family, as Mr. Stanhope confessed, made 
him forget his duty j and he peremptorily 
swore, that no power on earth should com- 
pel him, either to marry so notorious a 
woman as Lady Sophia Lovel, or to give 
up me. He concluded, with repeating his 
entreaties that I would consent to go with 
him to Scotland. The subject of this let- 
ter alarmed me, and I shewed it to my 
parents. My father answered it in a man- 
ner befitting his own character, but ht 
irritated the impetuous passions of -my 
lover, almost to pbrenzy. In shqrt^ in a 

pa. 
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paroxysm of rage, he flew to his grandfa- 
ther, upbraided him with the ruin of his 
happiness; and so exasperated the old 
• man, that he drew his sword upon him ; 
and had it not been for the interference of 
Lord Harwold, a most fatal catastrophe 
might have ensued. To end the affair at 
once, Lord Harwold, whose gentle nature 
embraced the mildest measures, obtained 
the earl's permission to send Mr. Stanhope 
abroad. 

" Meanwhile, I was upheld by my fa- 
ther, who is now no more, in firmly reject- 
ing my lover's entreaties for a private 
marriage. As Stanhope's grandfather was 
equally deaf to all compromise, he at 
Jength was persuaded, by his excellent fa-, 
ther, to accompany a relation to France. 

" At the end of a few weeks, Mr. Stan- 
hope began to regard his cousin as a spy; 
and after a violent quarrel they parted, no 
one knowing to what quarter my lover 
directed his steps. I believe I was the 
first who heard any tidings of him. I 

remember 
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remember well, it was in wjjiy aboat three- 
and twenty years ago, that I received a 
ktter from him ; (O I bow legibly are these 
circumstances written in my memory ! y 
it was dated from Italy, where be told me 
that he bad resided in absolute retirement^ 
during the period of his banishment, un- 
der the assumed name of Sackville*'" 

At this name, Thaddeus evinced the 
BEiost violent emotions of horror ; and, with 
every feature fixed in dismay^ fell back on 
the sofa. 

Tbc countess caught hold of his band. 

<' What ia the matter ? For Heaven's 
sake 1 what ia the matter ? '* 

The bolt of indelible disgrace had 
struck to his heart; it was some minutes 
before he could recover ; but when he did 
speak, he said, *^ Pray go on madam. I 
am subject to spasms in my breast. Pray 
ibrgive me, and go on ; i shall become 
better as you proceed." 

*^ No, my dear friend ; I will quit my 
dismal story at present, and resume it 
some other time." '^ Pray,^ 
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^' Pray, continue it now/' rejoined 
Tbaddeus ; " 1 shall neyer be more fit to 
listen* Do, I entreat you." 

" Are you sincere in your request ? \ 
fear I have already tired you.'* 

No ; I am sincere ; let me hear it all. 
Do not bold back any thing which relates 
to that barbarian Englishman who married 
your 

^^ Alas 'he did," resumed her ladyship ; 
^' for when be returnedj which was in 
consequence of the* earl of Tinemoutb*s 
death, my father was also dead, who might 
have stood between me and my inclina^ 
tions, and . so preserved me, fr«m many 
succeeding sorrows. 1 sealed my fate, 
and became bis wife. 

^* The father of my husband was now 
earl of Tinemoth ; and, as he had never 
been averse to our union, he presented mo 
with a cottage on the batiks of the Wye, 
where I passed three delightful years, the 
happiest of womankind. My husband, 
my mothl^r, and my infant son, formed my 

felicity \, 



0,^6 THADDEU3 OF WARSAW. 

felicity ; and greatly I prized it ; too greatly 
to be allowed a long continuance I 

" At the end of this period, some gay 
friends came down to visit us. When 
they returned to town, they persuaded my 
lord to be one in the party. He went, 
after much entreaty, because he expected 
that I should be confined in the course of 
three weeks. And, from that fatal day all 
my suiferings took their rise. 

" Lord Harwold, instead of being with 
me in a fortnight, as be had promised, 
procrastinated his absence, under various 
excuses, from week to week, during which 
interval my Albina was born. Day after 
day I anticipated the. delight of putting 
her into the arms of her father ; but she 
was three months old before he appeared ; 
and, ah! how changed. He was gloomy 
to me, uncivil to my mother, and hardly 
looked at the child." 

Lady Tinemouth stopped at this part 
of her narrative to wipe away her tears. 
Thaddius was sitting forward to the table, 

leaning 
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leaning oh his arm, with his hand cover- 
ing his face. The countess was gratieful 
for an excess of sympathy, which she did 
not expect ; and taking his other hand, as 
it lay motionless on his knee, ** What a 
consolation would it be to me,'* exclaim- 
ed she, *^ durst I entertain a hope, that I 
may One day behold, but half of this pity 
in my son ! '' 

Thaddeiis-only pressed her. hand, he 

did hot ventuie to reply; he could not 

tell" her that she <leceived herself even 

here, that he did not deplore only her 

jmisfortunes, but owed the agonies which 

were shaking him, to. the injuries of his 

own mother, .whom the villanous conduct 

of this very eail, under the name of Sack- 

villcj had dfcvbted to a life of sorrow. • He 

had derived existence from the husband 

of Lady Tinemouth ! The conviction 

humbled him, crushed him, and trod him 

:to the -earth; 

The countess resumed,-— . 
^^ It would be impassible^ my dear/ sir, 

to 
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to describe to you the gradual changes 
which assured me^ that I bad lost the 
heart of my husband. Before the et%d of 
the winter, he left irie again ; and i Ukw 
him no more, until that hour whep he 
struck me to the ground. 

^^ Lord Tinemouth came into Mon- 
mouthshire about six weeks after 1 part- 
ed with my lord. I was surprised and 
rejoiced to see my good father* in-law ; 
but how soon were my emotions driven 
into a different course I He revealed to 
n>e> in the tenderefit manner possible, that, 
during Lord Harwold's first visit to tow'n^ 
he had, unknown to him, been in the 
habit of spending entire evenings with 
Lady Sophia LoVel. 

" * This woman,' added he, ' is the 
most artful creature breathing. In spite 
of her acknowledged dishonour, you well 
know that my deceased father would 
gladly have married her to my son ; and 
now, it seems, actuated by rewmge, she 
teseots Lord iiarwold*s refusal of her 

hand^ 
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hand, by seducing him from his wife. 
Alas I I am too well convinced that the 
furors in my son's temper bear a strict 
analogy with those of bis grandfather. 
.Impatient of contradiction/ flattery can 
mould him to what shape it pleases. Lady 
Sophia has discovered these weak points 
in his character ; and, I am informed by 
fais steward, that she has persuaded him, 
that you impose on his affection, by de^ 
taining him from the world. This argur- 
ment must have been well seconded by 
other fascinations, for in regard to beauty 
fihc is only moderate ; yet sbe has suc- 
ceeded, and my deluded son has aecom- 
|)aaied her to Spain .^ 

♦♦ You nmy imagine, Mr. Constantino, 
my distraction at this intelligence. I 
was like one frantic 3 and Lord Tine- 
idoutb fearing to trust me in «uch despair 
oat of hiis ^igfat, brought U6 ail with him 
io London. In less tbafi iow tnontbs 
flfiterwardsj I was deprived ^of this ines- 
limable fcsend by 9^ paralytic ataoiKe. His 

death 
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death sammoned the new earl to £ng« 
land. Whilst I lay on a sick bed^ into 
which I had been thrown by the^ shocks 
my lord and his mistress arrived. 

" They immediately assumed the com- 
mand of my lamented protector s house^ 
and ordered my mother to clear it directly 
of me. My heart-broken parent obeyed, 
and I was carried, in a senseless state, to 
a lodging in the nearest street. But, when 
this dear mother returned for my chil- 
dren, neither of them were permitted to 
see her. The malignant- Lady Sophia^ 
actuated by an insatiable hatred of me, 
easily wrought on my frantic husband, 
(for I must believe him mad,) to detain 
them entirely. A short time after this, 
that dreadful scene happened, which I 
have before described. 

" Year, succeeded year, during which 
time I received many cruel insults from 
my httsbwd, many horrible ones from my 
son ; for I had been advised to institute 
a suit against my. lord, in which I only 

pleaded 
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pleaded, for the return of my children. I 
lost my cause, owing, I hope,, to bad 
couns'^U not to the laws of my country. 
I was adjudged tt) be sepamted from, the* 
earl, with a maintenance of six hundred 
a^yiear, which he hardly pays. I was tldd> 
clown never to speak to him, his son, or 
bis daughter. Though this sentence war 
passed, I never acknowledged its justice^, 
but wrote several times to my children* 
Lord Harwold, who is too deeply infect- 
ed with hia father's oruelty^ has either 
returned my letters unopened^ or with 
ihsulitng replies. For my daughter, she 
keepa an undeviating silence ; and I baivte 
not even seen her, since that moment,, 
when ^e was hurried jQrom my eyes in 
^nemoutfa Park. 

** In vain her brother tries to convince 
me that she detests me ; I will not believe 
it; and the hope, that, should I survive 
her father, I may yetsetnbraee my child^ 
bas^been, and will be, my source of com-- 
Tou XV. li (ort 
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fort until it be fulfilled, or I bury my dis- 
appointment in the grave." 

Lady Tinemouth put her handkerchief 
to her eyes, which were again flowing 
with tears. Tbaddeus thought he must 
speak, if he would not betray an interest 
in her narrative, which he determined no 
circumstance should ever humble him to 
reveal ; and, raising his head from his 
hand, unconsciously discovered to the 
countess, his dry and blood-shot eyes, 
flushed cheek, and convulsed lip. 

" Kind, sympathizing Constantine I 
surely such a heart as thine never would 
bring sorrow to the breast of a virtuous 

husband l" 

These were her ladyship^s thoughts, 
though she did not give them utterance. 
Thaddeus rose from his seat. . . 

« Farewell, Lady Tinemouth,*' said he, 
taking his hat, *^. may Heaven bless you> 
and pat-don your husband ! " 

Then grasping her hand, with what be 
intended should be a pressure of friend- 
ship, 
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ship, but which his internal tortures ren- 
dered almost intolerable, he hastened 
down stairs, opened the outward door, 
and o'ot into the street. 

Unknowing and heedless whither he 
went, with the steps of a man drivpji by 
the furies, he traversed first one street, 
and then another. As he went along, in 
vain the watchmen reminded him, by 
their cries, that it was past three o clock ; 
be still wandered on, forgetting that it 
was night, that he bad any home, any 
destination. 

His father was discovered ! That /k- 
ther, who, notwithstanding his guilt, he 
had entertained a latent hope, should they 
ever meet, might produce some excuse, 
for having been betrayed into an act dis- 
graceful to a man of honour. But when 
all these filial dreams were blasted by the 
conviction that he owed his being to the 
husband of Lady Tinemouth ; that his 
mother was the victim of a profligate ; 
that he had sprung from a man, who was 

not 
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not merely a villain, but tbe most wan* 
ton^ the most despicable of villains ; be 
saw bimseU' bereft of bope, and over- 
whelmed with shame and horror. 

Full of reflections, which none other 
than a son in such circumstances can 
conceive, he was lost amidst tbe obscure 
alleys ofTottenbam-court-road, when loud 
and frequent cries recalled bis attention. 
Ajquantity of smoke, with iiashes of light, 
led iiim to suppose that tbey were ocoa- 
.'sioned by a .fine ; and, a few steps :fartber, 
the tremendous spectacle burst jxpem his 
sight. 

it was a house, from the windows of 
-n Jiicb the Qames were breaking out witih 
Ihc most alarming rapidity:; iwhilst tbe 
people atx)und, were reither standiag in 
stupiBed astonishment, or uselessly about- • 
ing for engines and assistance. 

At the moment in which tbe couttt 
arrived, two or three naked wretches, just 
escaped from their beds, were flying ifrom 
6)de to side, jnsdang tbe ak echo with 
their shrieks. « Will 
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" Will nobody Save my children ?'* 
cried one of them, approaching Tbad- 
deos, andAvringing her hands in an ago- 
ny, ^* Will nobody take ^thern from the 
fire?" 

" Where shall I seek them?*' replied 
he. 

"Oh! in that room," exclaimed she, 
pointing, ^ the flames are already there ; 
they will be burnt ! they will be bornt 1 " 

The poor wonoan was ^hurrying fran- 
tidy forward, when the coontt; stopped 
faer, and giving her in dharge to a ibye- 
fitander, " Take care of this woman,*' 
cried he ; ^^ I will save ber children^ if 
.possible.'* Darting ihroagh the ©pen 
door, — in defiance of the wioke and dan- 
ger, he made his way to the childretfs 
room : where almost suftbcated by the 
sulphureous oloud that surrounded him, 
be at last found the bed, but it only 
•contained one of the children. This he 
instantly <:aught op in his arms, and was 
basteaing dovm stairs^ when the cries of 

the 
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the other, from a distant part bf the boild- 
ing, made him hesitate ; but, thinking it 
better to secure one, than to hazard both 
by lingering, he got into the street just 
as a post-chaise had stopped to inquire 
the particulars of the accident. The car- 
riage door being open, and Thaddeus see- 
ing people in it, without saying a word, 
threw the sleeping infant into their laps, 
and hastened back into the house, where 
he hoped to rescue the other before the 
fire could increase. 

The flames having now made a dread- 
ful progress, and scorched his face, hands, 
and clothes, as he flew from room to 
room, following the shrieks of the child, 
who seemed to change its situation with 
every exertion that he made to reach it. 
At length, when every moment he ex- 
pected the house would sink under 
bis feet, he directed his steps, as a last 
attempt, along a passage, which he had 
not before observed, and, to his great joy, 

beheld the object of his search^ flying 

dowa 
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down a back staircase. The boy sprung 
into his arms; and Thaddeus, turning 
round, leaped from one laiiding-place to 
another, until h3 foand him^If in the 
street, and surrounded by a concourse of 
people. 

He saw the poor mother clasp the res- 
cued child to her breast ; and, whilst the 
spectators were loading her wiih congra- 
tulations, he left the crowd ; — ^and pro- 
ceeded homewards, with a warmth at his 
heart, which made him forget, in the joy 
of a benevolent action, that petrifying 
shock, which had been occasioned by the 
vices of one too nearly allied to his being, 
to be hated without horror. 
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